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For complete dealer information, call or write 


» 
ADVENTURE GAME OF AMERICA,» r 


7-1575 Trinity Dr A DIVISION OF ADVENTURE GAME INTERNATIONAL 


Mississauga, Ontario Canada L5T 1K4 
(416) 673-3080 


The Ultimate Survival Knife /Kit 


This deluxe survival knife is the perfect companion 
for hunters, fishermen, campers and just to have 
around the house. 

Quality features include 6” razor sharp blade, 
waterproof 42” aluminum hollow handle, (avail- 
able in camouflage or black) with liquid filled com- 
pass, leather sheath with sharpening stone. 

Survival Kit includes: 1O matches, 20” wire saw, 
fishhooks, sinkers, nylon line for fishing, sewing, 

2 large sewing needles can be used for medical 
use and to form a spear for hunting and fishing. 


ONLY 51925 EACH 
SPECIAL *38°° FOR TWO 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
or your money back. 


Knifeco ro Box 5271, Hialeah Lakes, FL 33014 


HOW TO ORDER INFORMATION, . ; 

TO ORDER BY MAIL, USE COUPON OR SEPARATE SHEFT 
MAIL PAYMENT OR CREDIT CARD INFORMATION WITH 
EXPIRATION DATE, CARD NUMBER AND SIGNATURE 


Knifeco Po Box 5271, Hialeah Lakes, FL 33014 


Please send me: 
D 1$urvival Knife @ $19.95 plus $3.00 for shipping & handling. 


O 2Survival Knives @ $38.00 plus $3.00 for shipping & handling. 


Specify: 


oO Camouflage handle with green sheath & black coated blade. 


O Black handie with black sheath & stainless blade. 
Florida Resident add 5% sales tax. 

Catalog only $200 0 Free with order 

O Checkenclosed © Money Order 

Chargemy O — OVisa 

Credit Card No. a 


Adithorized Signature. 
Name 
Address 


City. 


T seems hard to believe but the 

calendar tells me it’s so. Ten 
years ago this month we all found 
out you can’t win a war without a 
national will to fight. In April 
1975, the wave of NVA troops 
sweeping down from the north 
crested in Saigon and the struggle 
for freedom in Southeast Asia went 
down like a tanker torpedoed 
amidships. 

As predicted by hardheaded 
Hawks and other proponents of the 
Domino Theory, communism 
spread like an oil slick throughout 
the area. The Doves of the Vietnam 
era ignored that, concentrating on 
making veterans and families of 
men who died feel like deluded 
dupes, dirtbags, or drug-addled 
sociopaths who should be locked 
up before they bayonet someone’s 
baby. Fortunately, the 
pendulum of popular 
opinion in this coun- 
try is swinging in a 
more stable arc. The 
consensus on both 
sides of the Vietnam 
issue seems to be that 
our American fighting 
men performed mag- 
nificently in combat 
and won the battles 
that were ultimately 
lost in the political 
arena. 


Most of our elected officials are 


on record indicating America 
should never again become 
embroiled in a fight she does not 
intend to win most handily. They 
say we learned our lesson in Viet- 
nam and it ought to be time for a 
whole new history book before we 
take up the cudgel again in any sort 
of foreign war, no matter what’s at 
stake. Unfortunately, as my country 
cousins used to say in reponse to an 
illogical argument, that dog won’t 
hunt. 

We are faced with a world situa- 
tion today that fairly screams for 
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DE-BRIEF 


by Dale A. Dye, Executive Editor 


American involvement; American 
action and commitment to fights 
for freedom like the one which 
failed in Vietnam. Yet the spectre 
of that war — not to mention the 
nuclear saber-rattling being exer- 
cised by its former opponents in 
Congress — puts us on a short 
leash while communist attack dogs 
romp through the world with in- 
creasing potential to jump the 
fence into our back yard. 

Syrians and their Soviet advisors 
are still calling the shots in the Mid- 
dle East. The tragic loss of Amer- 
ican servicemen there was not 
enough to make us do much more 
than retreat, leaving the Lebanese 
to wonder about the ultimate sur- 


‘vival of their country. Our leaders 


refuse to provide much more than 
moral support and funds — which 
are typically short- 
stopped — for the mu- 
jahideen in Afghanis- 
tan. Despite the Presi- 
dent’s personal com- 
mitment, we can’t 
manage to muster any 
more than 55 trainers 
to help the Salvadoran 
Army fight communist 
guerrillas. We flatly re- 
fuse to vote money or 
other support for peo- 
ple fighting to free 
Nicaragua from the 


yoke of a communist government. 


And we still have not seen the light 
at the end of the tunnel in South- 
east Asia. It continues to be 
guarded by the Karen in Burma and 
the KPNLF in Cambodia. 

Those continuing struggles to 
preserve the freedom and dignity of 
oppressed people are the real les- 
sons we should have learned from 
Vietnam. 

In this 10th anniversary month, 
let me share a lesson I learned in 
that war. If you continue to retreat, 
your enemy will continue to ad- 
vance. ®& 
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AR-7 50-rd. Mitchell Drum Mag. 
Designed for easy loading, reliable func- 
tioning and durability. Full 50 round 
capacity. Markings on the back keep you 
informed of remaining rounds. 


#193300 $39°95 Sale $34.95 Py 
peta Men gS The very best in outdoor 


4 Mitchell AR-50 
Accessory Package 
Black space age nylon pistol grip and 
nickel-plated steel telescoping buttstock. 
Locks open and closed. Compact—26” 
overall when closed. Regular size open. 
Ventilated forend covers 50% of barrel 
and allows continuous shooting even with 
hot barrel. 
#242000 


2 Military Mag-Lite 

The world-famous Mag-Lite in olive drab 
green. Anodized aluminum case is acid 
and corrosion resistant. Light adjusts from 
strong spot to flood beam. 

Military Mag-Lite 
#3201G1 2-cell D-cell 
#3201G2 3-cell D-cell 
#3201G3 4-cell D-cell 


$69.95 


$24.50 
$24.95 
$25.50 


3 WWI 


Trench Knife 
An exact reproduction of the famous World 
War | trench knife. “Knuckle Buster” grip, 
with a double edged 6” polished blade 
and a solid brass handle. This is truly a 
collectors item. Overall fength 11”. 
#171910 


4 British Commando Knife 
Famed Sykes-Fairbairn knife made in 
Sheffield, England. Originally designed for 
the British Commandos in WW II. 6" double 
edge razor sharp blade delivers instant 
death. Complete with black leather sheath, 
#170300 $24.95 
5 “Pineapple” Hand 
Grenade 
Completely inert and 
harmless, but it looks like 
the real thing. Detach- 
able firing lever. 
#1721G0 $6.95 


6 Sidekick 
In-The-Pants 
5 Holsters 
Made of soft non-abrasive 
pliable laminate. Holsters 
allow you to carry a wide variety 
of revoivers and autos safely tucked inside 
the waistband of trousers. Black. 


$19.95 


#102581 2-3" Barrel, Rev. $6.95 
#1025S2 3-4)" Barrel, Rev. $6.95 
#1025S3 3-4" Barrel, Autos $6.95 
#1025S4 33/4-6" Barrel, Autos $6.95 
#1025S5 Under 3" Barrel, Autos $6.95 


7 Paralyzer Tear Gas Spray 
Spray tear gas leaves attackers tempor- 
arily helpless, causing burning sensation 
to the eyes, nose and throat. Shotgun 
pattern spray. Pocket model with pocket 
clip fires 50 1-sec. blasts to 8 ft. Police 
model fires 4-times the volume to 18 ft. 
No sales outside the US. 


Pocket Model 

#260701 $5.95 Special 12 for $48 
Pocket Model Key-ring Holster 

#260702 $2.95 
Police Model 

#260703 $8.95 Special 12 for $72 
Police Mode! Holster 

#260704 $7.95 
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12" overall. 
#1722S0 


10%" open, 5%" closed. 
#173200 $29.95 


8 Lifeknife Commando 

The best survival knife there is. Razor-sharp 
6" blade constructed from 440C stainless steel heat treated 
to RH57-58, Aircraft aluminum hollow handle is waterproof 
and contains wire saw, matches, survival fish hooks, assorted 
split shot, 20 ft. of 10 ib. test line, 6 ft. snare utility wire; 
needles; sutures. Black leather belt sheath, thongs and 
sharpening stone. A jeweled compass built into the cap. 


41 The Guardfather™ 
Discreet, Effective Protection. Powerful spring- 
loaded hardened 414" steel shaft snaps open in 
1/250th sec., locks open. Knurled grip 
prevents slipping. Blued finish. 


9 USAF N-2B Fiyer's Short Parka 
Current issue Air Force issue cold weather 
jacket. Adjustable fur-trimmed hood, 
knitted wristlets and waistband. Storm flap 
secured by zipper and buttons. 2 outer 
and 2 inner slash pockets with snaps plus 
zipper cigarette pocket on left sleeve. 
100% nylon outershell with extra warm 
100% polyester fiber fill. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 
#012100 $89-95 Sale $69.95 


10 USAF L-2B Flight Jacket 

Official Air Force Lightzone (Lightweight 
issue). Sage Green with International 
Orange lining 100% polyester with knit 
collar, cuffs and waistband. 2 pockets 
plus zipper cigarette pocket on left sleeve. 
Sizes: S,M;L, XL. 

#012900 $49-95 Sale $39.95 
USAF MA-1 Flyer's Jacket 

Same as L-2B but with 100% polyester bat- 
ting lining for warmth in all but coldest 
weather. No epaulets. Sage Green-Orange 
lining. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 

#0134G0 $49-95 Sale $39.95 


\. 
{2 GI M-65 Field Jacket 
The very latest US Army issue field jacket 
made of 50/50 nylon-cotton with gov't. 
Quarpel water repellency. Features a zip- 
in hood, heavy-duty front zipper plus snap 
closures, drawstrings at both the waist and 
bottom of the jacket—pius extra room in 
the shoulders for complete freedom of 
movement. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 
#0107GO O.D.,Green $49-35 $44.95 
#0107WO Woodland Camo, $49-85 $44.95 


GI M-65 Jacket Liner 

Cold weather liner that turns the M-65 into 
an all weather jacket. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 
#0107A0 $19.95 


13 Little Black Box 
Automatically starts recorder when 
telephone is picked up. Records entire 
conversation on both sides. Then auto- 
matically stops recorder when phone is 
hung up! It can be attached anywhere 
along the line and plugs into ANY recorder 
and causes absolutely no interference or 
noise on the phone. MINIATURE! Only 
O" x2" x XY 

Alligator clip hook-up 


#310101 $2895 Sale $24.95 
Modular plug-in hook-up 
#310102 $29°95 Sale $24.95 


14 Genuine Viet Nam Jungle Hat 
Proven in the jungles of Viet Nam. Extra- 
wide brim hat with a bandelero band 
protects you from the hot sun. 50/50 nyton- 
cotton is water repellent, cool. Perfect for 
hunting or boating. Specify: S (7); M (7%); 
L(7% ); XL (7%). 

#0127W0O Woodland Camo 
#0127GO OD Green 


$11.95 
$11.95 
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45 The Bionic Ear Extremely 
sensitive and pointable, electronic 
listening device the size of a flashlight. 
Amplifies sounds and passes them on to 
the user through stereo headphones which 
are included. It is used extensively by 
hunters, bird watchers, security and law 
enforcement personnel. The Bionic Ear 
can hear a whisper at 100 yards, feet scuf- 
fling in a warehouse at 200 feet or more. 
\t car hear a car door shutting at 5 blocks 
and a coon dog on the trail up to 2 miles 
away. Uses a 9 volt battery. 

Warning: this device is not intended as an 
eavesdropping device. 

#310300 $69.95 


16 Camouflage Ranger Vest 
This new vest has a pocket for everything. 
Back pockets, front pockets, side pockets, 
bellows pockets, hidden pockets, a total 
of eight. Woodland Camouflage cotton 
blend with shirt-tail sides, and hide-away 
hood in collar. A rugged action vest that is 
also good looking and functional whether 
you are wearing fatigues or jeans. Sizes: 
S,M,L,XL. 
#0148C0 


$39.95 


#320100 


Magazines 
Pachmayr Stainless 
Steel .45 Magazine. 
#193110 $19.95 
Browning Hi-Power 
9 mm Mag. 13 shot 
#191620 $15.00 


AR-15 M-16. 30-shot Magazine. 


22 
8-Shot Tear — 
Gas Revolver 

Fires 8-22 caliber 
tear gas or blanks in seconds. 


#191220 $7.95 #260110 Blue $14.05 Sale $ 9.95 
M-1 Carbine. 30-shot Magazine Blue Steel. #260120 Chrome $15.95 Sale $10.95 
#190420 $5.00 , . 
Uzi 9mm. 32-shot Magazine. .22 Caliber Tear Gas Automatic 
#192620 $14.95 Fires 6-.22 caliber tear gas or blanks as 
20-shot Blue Magazine for Mini-14® fast as you can pull the trigger. 
#190720 $9.95 #260510 Blue $1495 Sale $10.95 
30-shot Biue Magazine for Mini-14® #280520 Chrome  $15-95 Sale $11.95 
#190820 $12.95 Accessories 
40-shot Blue Magazine for Mini-14® #260202 Tear Gas Cartridges (10) $2.95 
#191020 $24.95 #260204 X-Loud Blanks (100) $3.95 
20-shot Stainless Magazine for Mini-14° #260201 Revolver Holster $2.95 
#220600 $14.95 #260203 Automatic Holster $3.95 
———— || | 
or) eS 
roe wae) 
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21 New Mini-Mag 

Tiny size, but with all the quality engineering, optics, 
and performance of larger Mag-Lites. Only 54" long, 
3/4" diameter. 1" diameter flashlight head focuses 
beam from powerful spot to flood. Uses 2 “AA” cells. 


47 Folding Trench Knife 

The 3%" stainless steel blade folds con- 
veniently into the unique 5" steel “knuckle 
buster” handle for protection and safety. 
Length open—8". 


#172010 $19-95 Sale $14.95 


$14.95 


NUMBER 


va Dept. 416 
CORPORATION BENSENVILLE, IL 60106 


DESCRIPTION/SIZE/COLOR 


Military & Weapons Manual 


#B107 Manual for Mini-14 $4.95 
#B114 Colt .45 Auto Pistol 5.95 
#B115 .30 Carbines, M1,M2,M3 = 7.95 
#B116 AR-15, M-16, Rifles 8.95 


#B249 S.F. Foreign Weapons Book 17.95 
#B124 Browning Hi-Power Pistol 4.95 
#B175 USAF Survival, FM64-5 95. 
#B177 US Army Survival, FM21-76 5.00 
#B192 Spec. Forces Med. Book 14.95 
#B209 Special Forces Handbook 7.95 


18 Flight Pants 
USAF style flight pants put everything in 
reach, even when sitting. Thigh, calf, and 
back pockets expand to hold a lot. Poly/ 
cotton fabric is durable and comfortable. 
Ideal for boaters, fishermen, or snow- 
mobilers. Men’s sizes: 30-42. 
Colors: OD Green (G) or Black (S). 
0159( )0 34” inseam 

0159( }1 32" inseam 


$24.95 
$24.95 


19 Deluxe Gun Cases 

The best protection you can give your 
firearms. Uniform, injection molded 
outer case warranted against breaking. 
Tamper-proof full length “piano hinge” 
for long-lasting strength. Interlocking 
foam forms to guns, eliminates shifting. 
Dual locks and locking draw bolts. 
Twin, comfortable carrying handles. 
Molded support feet. Molded valance 
seals out weather. FAA approved for 
transport of firearms on airlines. 

Two Gun Case—52%"x13%"%4" 


#1832X1 $59-95 Sale $49.95 
Four Handgun Case—18"x14"x4" 
#1832X2 $20-95 Sale $24.95 


Two Handgun Case—14"x9"x4" 
#1832X3 $24-95 Sate $19.95 


20 Mini-14 Pistol Grip Stock 

The ultimate Mini-14 stock. Made of 
DuPont Zytel" ST-801, the toughest plastic 
made. Stock has an offhand shooting notch 
and a 1" rubber recoil pad. Fits 181, 182 
and later models. 


#400200 $49.95 


20 


TION! To order by mail, use 


coupon or separate sheet. Mail payment or credit 
catd information. For questions or information call 
1-312-766-1150. To order by phone use credit card 
number. fall 1-800-323- oe Have all information 
ready. | MINIMUM ORDI 
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FIVE-YEAR 
FIGHT... 
Sirs: 
Please find enclosed a $25 cash 
contribution to the Afghan Freedom 
Fighters Fund. Consider it a fifth 


EADERS 
IN ASIA... 
Sirs: 
Greetings from your one 
and only subscriber in 
Malaysia (at least I am the 


only one I know of). I have anniversary gift to the brave 
| been following your articles Afghans’ fight to free their country 
| concerning the problems OLDEN from the Soviet Army and the pup- 
and evolution of the M16 TEMPLE... pet government in Kabul. It is a 
| rifle, and the proposed Sirs: small amount and I wish sincerely it 
plans to replace the M1911 Iam a Sikh from Punjab and a police officer. could be larger — much larger. It is 
service pistol with a 9mm In your magazine, you iry to bring the truth in time that the West gets off its com- 
pistol, with great interest front of the world. I thank you for that. The Indi- placent ass and supports these brave 
over the years. After read- an government's action against the Sikhs was men before we lose Afghanistan to 
ing the article on the M16 very right. Most of the people who were killed the Iron Curtain. 
in your January 1985 were not innocent, they were smugglers, robbers W.H. Schreiber 
issue, I felt like most of the and murderers. They killed 490 people in the 
controversy concerning this Punjab. You’re absolutely right. And we 
weapon would probably be Bhagat Singh hope that our coverage and support 
laid to rest. Punjab, India of the Mujahideen will help get the 
Robert H. Taylor West off its ass. 
Kuala Lumpur, We watched the battle for the Golden Temple 
Malaysia and subsequent events in India with somé trepi- 
dation. There were atrocities committed by both 
Delighted to hear from sides and our coverage of the situation cham- 
our outpost in Malaysia. pioned neither. Look for more on the situation in EW, 
Hang in there with us and the Punjab when the government allows us in IMPROVED SOF... 
we will continue to keep again. Sirs: 
SOF on target in 1985. Congratulations on your upgraded 


editorial policy. The first time I came 
across your magazine was in late 


umezcse,, (% —— AssaultSystems’Gearis 


our new and exciting pe 


krone wae UNCONDITIONALL i 
(Military All-Purpose Vehicle) W& : 
$3,995 
aa » GUARANTEED 


...and tougher than the task you put it to! When it comes to the quality of our 

Gun Cases, Holsters, Gear Bags and Accessories, we simply won't tolerate inferior 
materials or poor workmanship! Because out standards are higher and less flexible than 
most, we can UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEEE each product to be free of 
defects in materials and workmanship for as long as it is owned by the 

original purchaser. We know of no other manufacturer who dares to match this 
guarantee! Ask your retailer to show you Assault Systems’ Gear... or mail $1 for 
our 1985 40-page full color catalog ... today! 


ASSAULT. 
SYSTEMS 


Dept. SF-045 
869 HORAN DRIVE « ST. LOUIS, MO 63026-2478 
TOLL FREE ORDER LINE: 1-800-325-3049 
IN MISSOURI: 1-314-343-3575 TWX: 9107601429 


Distributed exclusively in Canada by 
Milarm Co. Lid., 10969-101 Street, 


Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T5H 259 » (403) 424-5281 a 
- - - — . 
PS 
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>> : F 
When things get slack, the boys 
from the Recon Platoon sit in the 
shade and read SOF. After all, 
where else can they learn what’s 
going on in Central America? 
Photo: Topaz 


1983. It was an old 1982 issue and 
frankly, | was not impressed. In fact, 
the only reason I subscribed during 
1984 was for the ads. I subjected 
each 1984 issue to severe scrutiny 
. and now feel adequately in- 
formed to ... give a mark of out- 
standing. Keep up the good work. 
J. Malman 


Thanks for the kind words. We 
are constantly striving to bring read- 
ers the truth about what’s happening 
in the world’s hotspots. We will con- 
tinue the march. 


ORE ON 
THE M16... 
Sirs: 

I just received the January SOF 
and was extremely impressed by the 
in-depth article on the M16Az. I 
spent some time on that program 
and am convinced that it represents 
the finest combat rifle available in 
the world today. In February, 1963, 
... General David M. Shoup, 22nd 
Commandant of the Marine Corps, 
convened a Rifle Evaluation Board. 
The Evaluation Board’s recom- 
mendations led to Secretary McNa- 
mara’s decision to procure on a 
“one-time buy” the M16. That deci- 
sion would have occured after the 
board completed the evaluation, 
rather than January, 1963, as stated 
in your article. 

The Marine Corps’ role in the 
M16 was not widely known. 

W. H. Parrish 

Major, USMC 

The Commandant’s Office 
Washington, DC 


Continued on page 102 
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TO VIRTUAL I 


In tests against thé world’s le 


superior results, emitting virtu 
NIL-FLASH provides superior m 
without compromising velocity or accuracy. 


WE GUARANTEE IT. 


To place an order, call us: 
1-406-862-6220 


2 D.C BRENNAN FIREARMS, INC. @ 


Or write, D. C. Brennan Firearms, Inc. 
Post Office Box 2732, Cincinnati, Ohio 45201, ULS.A. 


NO FLASH SUPPRESSOR NIL-FLASH 


STARLIGHT SCOPE 


AN/PVS-4 
2nd Generation 
New Current Military Issue 
FEATURES 
® 500 to 700 Meter Recognition Range 
@ 25mm 2nd Generation Image Intensifier 


e@ 4 X Optical System ©@ Illuminated Reticle SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH 
® Muzzle Flash Protection © Night Vision Sight 
@ Manual Tube Gain Control © Daylight Filter @ 2 Batteries 


New w/Reconditioned Image © Combat Eye Guard 
$2850 Intensifier (30 Day Wty.) © Manual Fe Cleaning Kit 


All Factory,New to Mil. Spec. ® Vinyl Field Ba 
g 
$3895 (1 Yr. Wty.) ® Metal Storage Chest 
‘ Add $15.00 UPS ; @ AR15/M16 Mount 
Excalibur Enterprises | “Night Vision Is Our Only Business” 
AG) f , Pa. Send $3.00 i 
e158) 967-oae $ for our illustrated catalog 
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40th Anniversary 1945-1985 


WORLD WAR IT VICTORY TRIBUTE 


The most spectacular M1 Carbine ever created. A firing, Limited Edition of 2500, selectively plated with 24-karat gold. 
Dedicated to the Americans who defended our freedom in World War II. , 


Lest We Forget... 


n this, the 40th Anniversary Year of World 
War II Victory, The American Historical 
Foundation is proud to honor the Ameri- 

cans who defended our freedom in the world’s 
biggest war, through the issuance of a lasting, 
tangible tribute—the World War II Commem- 
orative Mi Carbine. 

Designed in 1941 by David Marsh “Carbine” 
Williams, the fast-handling M1 Carbine quick- 
ly became an all-time classic and a favorite 
American military firearm. It was called “A 
Hurricane of Firepower,’ “Ace Weapon of 
World War IL,’ and the “Baby Garand.” 

No collection of military arms is complete 
without one. Now you're invited to inspect for 
yourself the most beautiful one ever made. 


Correct Military Specifications 

You will find this World War If Commem- 
orative M1 Carbine has the identical feel and 
balance of the ones issued to our GIs in World 
War Il. Maybe you, your father or an uncle 
carried one. If so, it will be a reunion with an 
old friend. 

To make it authentic, the parts are fully 
interchangeable with the Carbines that saw 
combat in World War II. Some of the parts are 
mint-condition, unused GI parts originally 
produced for the military. 

It’s configured with the correct, early-style, 
two-hole (vs. four-hole) handguard, the flat 
(vs. round) bolt and the no-lug (vs. with lug) 
barrel band. And it fires the same GI .30 M1 
Carbine ammo. 


Presentation Grade 
There has never been an M1 Carbine any- 
where near the quz quality of this. The ones used 
by our troops weren't made with beauty in 
mind —as the dull, phosphate-gray steel with 
machine marks and oiled ordnance wood attest. 
You will be particularly proud to point out to 
your friends and old military buddies the special 
care put into your Limited Edition Carbine... 
Feel the glass-smooth finish on the select, 
solid walnut stock and handguard. Seven 
coats of lacquer are applied, hand rubbed, 
hand polished, and hand waxed to a finish as 
beautiful as the finest shotguns. 
¢ Inspect the major steel components — mirror- 
polished and blued to a presentation gloss- 
black finish. 
e Sight across the polished and 24-karat gold- 
plated rear sight base, windage knob and 
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screw and front sight, and check the trigger, 

magazine release, safety, slide stop, barrel band 

screw and barrel band spring —all also pol- 
ished and plated with genuine 24-karat gold. 

e Then show your friends the deeply etched 
and gold-gilt infilled operating slide with the 
Great Seal of the United States and the World 
War Il commemorative identification. 

® Display it so all can read the proud inscrip- 
tion embossed and fired into the special gold- 
plated, black cloisonne medallion, inset into 
the buttstock. 

e To further denote each as a special- edition 
collectible, each Limited Edition Carbine is 
serially numbered between 0001 and 2500, 
with the WW prefix (for World War II). 

e You will also receive a 15-round, mint con- 
dition GI magazine, a Field Manual, firing 
instructions, a numbered Certificate of 
Authenticity and a deluxe leather sling. 

A custom-made, solid walnut Display Cabi- 
net is also available. This may be wall mounted 
or displayed flat. Lined in the most expensive 
grade of maroon velvet, it features a solid 
brass, etched identification plaque and three 
solid brass hinges. The ¢lear plexiglass lid, with 
three solid brass clasps with matched key 
locks, protects your showpiece from dust and 
unauthorized handling. 

‘Each Limited Edition Carbine is being 
custom-made to our presentation-grade speci- 
fications. Iver Johnson’s Arms, Inc. has set 
up a separate assembly shop for these Com- 
memoratives and staffed it with their most 
experienced gunsmiths. 


This Is A A Fig Carbine 

Chances are you'll never shoot it because, 
in unfired, original condition, it will be worth 
more money, should you ever decide to sell. 
But, because it’s functional, it could be called 
on to defend your home and family, firing the 
same, famous GI .30 M1 Carbine ammunition 
which is readily available at gun shops. 

Only 2500 are being made—very few for 
all our Members, for the men and family mem- 
bers of those who served in World War II, and 
for the firearms collecting fraternity. Once they 
are gone, the only way to get one will be to try 
to buy one from someone who bought one — 
and pay their price. 

This is available only through The American 
Historical Foundation —a further control over 
the availability, quality, serial numbers and 
edition limit. 
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Special Limited Edition Issued by ‘The 

American Historical Foundation. Made in 

U:S.A. in the former World War II Jackson- 
ville Ordnance Factary by Iver Johnson’s 

Arms, Inc., est. 1871. 


How to Reserve 

To reserve, you may call (a 24-hour toll free 
number is available), use the reservation form 
below or personally visit. A deposit of only 
$95 is needed to place your reservation, and 
the balance can be paid in four convenient 
monthly payments of only $150, if you wish, 

Anyone who can own a hunting rifle can 
own this Carbine. If you don’t have a firearms 
license, we will coordinate delivery with you 
through your local firearms dealer, after you 
call or send us your reservation. If you have a 
license, send us a signed copy, and your Car- 
bine will be delivered directly to you. 

You will also be made a Member of The 
American Historical Foundation and receive, 
at no expense, expert information concerning 
the care, preservation and display of military 
firearms. As a Member, you will receive notice 
of all military history projects of the Founda- 
tion, prior to the general public—as well as 
other special benefits, 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

Your satisfaction is guaranteed. If you aren't 
completely pleased with your Carbine, just 
return it within one month for a full refund. 

Several of our recent. projects have been 
early “sellouts.” Reservations are being accepted 
on a first-come, first-served basis. Requests 
for special serial numbers will be honored, 
if possible, 

Prompt action is suggested to take advan- 
tage of the original issue price and to avoid 
completion of the reservation roster for this 
strictly limited edition. 
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RESERVATION 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return in 30 Days for Full Refund 
To: The American Historical Foundation 
1022 West Franklin Street, Dept. All 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone: {804} 353-1812 
24-hour toll free reservations (800) 368-8080 

Yes, I wish to reserve the Limited Edition World War Il 

Commemorative M1 Carbine, selectively plated with 24- 

karat gold. I will also receive a Certificate of Authenticity 

and information concerning the history, care, display and 
firing of this M1 Carbine. 

C] My deposit (or credit card authorization) for $95 is en- 
closed. I wish to be invoiced or 0 have tharged to my 
credit card the balance due... 

Olin four monthly payments of $150 each. 
O in full. 

CO) My payment in full (or credit card authorization) for 
5695 is enclosed. 

0 Also please send the optional solid walnut display cabinet. 
Please add $175 to the final charge of the method of pay- 
ment I have selected above. 
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OF 
WANTS YOU... 

We're looking for 
gunshops and military 
surplus stores 
throughout the United 
States to help us collect 
serviceable fatigues, 
jungle boots, socks, 
webgear, pistol belts, 
canteens, rucksacks and 
other field gear for 
shipment to the 
Nicaraguan freedom 
fighters. We'll pay the 
freight from your 
location to our 
warehouse in Boulder. 

You can help stop the 
communists and be an 
inside participant in our 
Latin American 
operations if you 
volunteer. Write to the 
El] Salvador/Nicaragua 
Defense Fund, P.O. Box 
693, Boulder, CO 
80306. We'll send you 
an information packet 
and solicitation poster 
and place our name on 
a special mailing list for 
receipt of updated 
reports from the war 
zones in El] Salvador 
and Nicaragua. Get into 
the action along with us! 


ANUCK 
M16A3... 
Armaments 

contractors are saying 

- the Canadian M16A2 
(we don’t know what 
their designation will be) 
will mount a 3.5-power 
optical sight in place of 
the much-maligned 
carrying handle. 
According to Pete 
Kokalis’ sources, the 
completely sealed, 
European-reticle scope 
will be made by Leitz of 
Canada. The mount will 
provide all adjustment, 
and there are no plans 
for emergency iron 
sights. 

Word is that the 

contract has been 
signed. 
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Model 92SB-F 9mm 


NEW SIDEARM 
FOR THE MILITARY... 

In late January the Department of the Army 
finally announced the winner of the exhausting 
JSSAP (Joint Services Small Arms Program) tests 
for a new military sidearm. Beretta won the 
whole shootin’ match with the Model 92SB-F 
9mm semi-auto pistol. The decision to procure 
and issue a new sidearm for soldiers, sailors, 
airmen and Marines marks the first change in the 
standard American military pistol since the 
venerable Colt .45 was adopted in 1911. 

In 1978, a House Appropriations Committee 
study recommended that the U.S. military adopt 
a sidearm that would fire the same 9mm 
cartridge as NATO military pistols. The JSSAP 
tests were the end result of that study. 

Eight firearms manufacturers from the U.S. 
and overseas put their best entries into the ring 
but before the final bell only two were left. The 
SIG-Sauer P226 and the Beretta 92SB-F were 
the only handguns that could stand up to the 
rigors of the test and still come out fighting. 

Beretta put on the meanest show. In addition 
to being the roughest and toughest performer, 
the military reported that the Beretta 92SB-F was 
also the cheapest to use. And in these days of 
tight military money, that’s a welcome bit of 
news. 

The new contract awarded to Beretta calls for 
them to manufacture 315,930 weapons for all 
branches of the U.S. military. 


ISSING 
PERSON... 
SOF editor/publisher Robert K. Brown — 
former Team Leader of A334, Vietnam, January 
to August 1969 — wishes to correspond with 


anyone who has knowledge of Lt. Col. George R. 


Murray. Murray was B-Team commander of B33 
from February 1969. Write Robert K. Brown, 
SOF, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 


RMED SERVICES 
SURPRISE... 

With its vaulted ceilings and regal 
paneling draped with flags and 
crossed sabers, the House Armed 
Services Committee chamber has 
long been considered by military 
brass at the Pentagon as their safest 
haven on. the less conservative side 
of Capitol Hill.. No more. In a move 


that surprised many congressmen 


and angered a few, the. House 
Democratic Caucus of the 
newly-convened 99th Congress 
skipped over five more senior 
members to name Les Aspin of 
Wisconsin as chairman of a 
committee that probably more than 
any other revolyes on seniority and 
tradition, 

Aspin joined Armed Services as a. 
vocal Vietnam war critic. He has 


‘since become one of the Pentagon’s 


toughest budget opponents ona 
panel long considered a sanctuary 
for retrograde hardware junkies and 
hardline defense hawks. He replaces 
Melvin Price, an 81-year-old; 
increasingly infirm, conservative 
Democrat from Illinois. Only one 
other member has served longer in 
the House than Price, who was 
unceremoniously dumped as HASC 


chairman after refusing to acquiesce 
to a growing feeling that his weak 


leadership and limited attentiveness 
during hearings gave HASC 
Republicans an undue amount of 
influence. The committee had been 
considered the best forum for 
Republican administration defense 
policies in the Democrat-controlled 
House. 

Aspin is one of only three liberal 
defense critics still on the 
45-member panel heavily weighted 
with hardline conservatives. Along 
with Ron Dellums of California, 
widely considered as the most liberal 
of the 535 Senate and House 
members, Patricia Schroeder of 
Colorado and two other liberals who 
are no longer panel members, Aspin 
was considered nominal leader of 
what their conservative HASC 
colleagues had referred to as “the 
feeble five,” so named for © 
perennially shrill but usually 
ineffective attacks on the defense 
budget. ~ 

It’s a different story now. ‘Any 
stands by Aspin against the 
Pentagon budget will obviously 
carry a great deal of weight. HASC 
has vast jurisdiction over defense 
policy and drafts the annual 
legislation authorizing maximum 
spending levels for weapons 
purchases, manpower ceilings and 


Continued on page 100 
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THE COMBAT SHOTGUN AND 
SUBMACHINE GUN 


A Special Weapons Analysis by Chuck Taylor 


From one of America’s most sought-after shooting instructors comes an in-depth analysis of 
two controversial small arms: the combat shotgun and submachine gun. In photo essay form, 
Chuck Taylor—author of The Fighting Rifle and The Complete Book of Combat Handgun- 
ning, and cofounder and former editor of SWAT magazine—examines these two commonly 
misunderstood and misemployed weapons. For both the beginner and expert, a compre- 
hensive education in weapon effectiveness is provided. Step-by-step, 385 photos detail 
field-testing of both arms, basic and advanced training drills, tactical rules for different 
situations and gun accessories and modifications. Taylor also covers techniques for wea- 
pon effectiveness such as loading procedures, carrying and fighting positions, pivots and 
turns, and malfunction clearance drills. 8% x 11, softcover, 385 photos, 176 pp. $14.95 


WARRIOR SECRETS 
A Handbook of the Martial Arts 
by Keith Yates 
Masters and champions of karate, 
tai chi chuan, ninjutsu, aikido, jeet 
kune do, hapkido, kenpo, wushu, 
judo, tae kwon-do, ju-jutsu and 
kung fu share their secrets with you. 
The traditions, historical devetop- 
ment, and physical and mental train- 
ing of these arts are covered, as weil 
as techniques against streetattacks. 
5% x 8%, softcover, illus., photos, 
200 pp. $10.00 


THE COLT .45 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
The uitimate selective-fire conversion for the famed Colt 
-45 is here! All original components are retained, and only 
three functional parts havebeen added, each of whichcan 
be built using common hand tools. The ingenious auto- 
matic tripping device—a feature never before incorporated 
in any machine pisto! of thistype—provides for trouble-free 
operation. A revolutionary, compact, removable folding 
metal front grip aids in controiling the gun when firing full 
auto. Carefully researched and thoroughly tested for relia- 
bility, this conversion system works with outstanding ac- 
curacy and safely. 9x 12, softcover, illus., photos, templates, 
88 pp. $12.00 


SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUES 
In every respect, except for oyr weatherproof cover and 
handy pocket size, this is an exact reprint of the famous 
Army Field Manual 31-20. Ail illustrations and every one of 
the 535 pages of vital information are included. Chapters 
include intelligence, psych aps, raids and ambushes, 
communications, demolition, survival, improvised weap- 
onry and much, much more! 4 x 5, softcover, illus., 535 pp. 
$14.95 


COMMANDO DAGGER 

The Complete fIlustrated History of 
the Fairbairn-Sykes Fighting Knife 
by Leroy Thompson 

The most widely recognizedfighting 
knife, the F-S dagger made the vital 
difference in many hand-to-hand 
struggles. For the first time, here's a 
comprehensive, heavily illustrated 
reference on the F-S and its de- 
scendants. Over 60 knives are 
detailed in photos with accompany- 
ing specs. 8% x 11, clothbound, 189 
photos, 176 pp. $25.00 


FORBIDDEN FIGHTING 
TECHNIQUES OF THE NINJA 
by Ashida Kim 
Pass through the dark night of the 


a Forbidden 
= Fighting sou! and, like the Ninja, become a 


Techniques mystic warrior of the shadows. To 
of Ni ‘ help you in your quest of the Stient 

a Way. Ashida Kim presents exer- 
cises, Strategy. fighting techniques 
and ceremonial oaths of initiation. 
With practice and study, you can 
Ashida kim | Master this terrifying form of self- 


defense. 8% x 11, hardcover, 271 
photos, 128 pp. $19.95 


US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
Pe MEDICAL HANDBOOK 
marae The U.S. Army Special Forces are 
usanerr seen tees | KNOwn to train the world's most 
MEDAL KANBODOT accomplished medics, andthis book 
is the reason why. It has everything: 
comprehensive info on disease 
diagnosis and treatment,emergency 
war surgery and paramedical skills, 
pediatrics, obstetrics, orthopedics, 
emergency dental treatment and 
more. 4% x 7, softcover, illus., 
400 pp. $14.95 


GET EVEN: 
The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even withbig busi- 
ness, government, and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are inciuded, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Matia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 60 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. 5% 
x 8%, hardcover, 192 pp. $12.95 


BOUNTY HUNTER 

by Bob Burton 
Adventure is his occupation, a hefty 
commission is his reward. He is a 
Professional bounty hunter, and he 
stalks the most elusive ofall prey—a 
wanted man. Here is the businessas 
told by a pro. Learn how to get your 
first job, track a fugitive, arrest him 
and turn him over to the police. 
Included is a state-by-state listing of 

laws. 5% x 8%, softcaver, 136 pp. 
$10.00 


UP YOURS! 
Advanced revenge techniques and 
original dirty tricks from the author 
of Get Even. Here are the meanest, 
nastiest pranks for snakelike sales- 
men, nagging relatives, nosey 
neighbors, and all those people you 
love to hate. Read Up Yours! and 
start getting even today! 5% x 8%, 
hardcover, 220 pp. $12.95 


THE RUGER 1022 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Here is a conversion system you can bet your life on! Now 
you can transform your Ruger 1022 into a selective-fire, 
close-combat gun you can trust. With simple hand tools, 
you can build the parts that will convert your trusty Ruger 
1022 into a selective-fire weapon that can fire over 1,000 
rounds per minute on full auto—all without modifying the 
receiver or trigger housing in any way. Just drop in the 
conversion parts, and you're ready for whatever—or 
whomever—comes. Over 60 explicit photos, machinist's 
drawings and full-scale templates accompany the de- 
tailed instructions for making this conversion foolproof. 
9x 12, softcover, illus. 96 pp. $12.00 


SECRETS OF THE NINJA 
by Ashida Kim 
This is the real thing—oneof the few 
complete, hardcover studies of this 
terrifying and deadly martialart. Text 
and photos illustrate Ninja princi- 
ples of invisibility, covert entry, 
escape and evasion, assassination, 
sentry removal, meditation, mind 
clouding and much more. 514 x 8%, 

hardcover, 200 photos, 168 pp. 
$16.05 


THE MINI-14 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Use this home workshop guide to convert your Mini into a 
selective-fire, silenced, S.W.A.T-type weapon capable of 
field-clearing firepower. Provides complete workshop 
plans, 40 close-up photos and full-scale templates. This 
conversion process requiresno machining or special tools. 
Once completed, it takes just five minutes to drop in the 
Automatic Connector (the book's secret!) or remove it as 
needed. Also includes detailed plans for a quick-and-easy 
caliber 223 silencer. 9 x 12, softcover, photos, templates, 
72 pp. $12.00 


Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders: 
OTHER FASCINATING TITLES —| iy PALADIN Press = Se te eee 
PO BOX 1307— JIVE mi : 
BOULDER, CO 80306 Alaska & Hawaii, 1-800-824-7919. 
JOBS THAT SUCK . .. AND SOME HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS , Send $1 for latest PALADIN CATALOG. 
sees $10) g Phone (303) 443-7250 Catalog free with order. 

DISGUISE TECHNIQUES. AN INFANTRYMAN’S GUIDE TO — 
U.S. MARINE CORPS DESERT URBAN COMBAT ee, 

HANDBOOK ; U.S. ARMY i Please send me the following titles: a i 
U.S. NAVY SEAL COMBAT COUNTERTERRORISM —— 

MANUAL i NO NEED TO DIE 
TIGER SCROLL OF THE MAD AS HELL. | 

KOGA NINJA \! | HATE YOU!.. 
COMBAT SURVIVAL........-- i BLACK MEDICINE Payment: Check ar Money Order, VISA,D MasterCard, Exp. Date 
NINJA DEATH TOUCH........ $10.00 FIND ’EM FAST: A PRIVATE f 
REMINGTON 1100 EXOTIC INVESTIGATOR’S Card No. SUBTOTAL 

WEAPONS SYSTEM E WORKBOOK I | 

NAME Please include 
$3.00 postage 
MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE Bf -00ness and handling E 


DEALER !NQUIRIES INVITED EUs 


STATE —____ ZIPs TOTAL 
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For those of you who are wondering about those 
numbers preceded by either FSN or NSN, these 

represent Federal Stock Number & NATO Stock 

Number, respectively. These are the numbers the 
Government orders from! It guarantees 
the Real McCoy, 
not a copy! 


INTRODUCING 
“MISS SHERWOOD 1985” 


MILITARY CLOTHING AND HATS 


(BRITISH ARMY TYPE COMBAT SWEATER $19.95 
Reinforced shoulders & elbows, available in 
OD Green or Black S, M. Lor XL 100% 
washable acrylic No Itching 


O) GI. 5 BUTTON SWEATER $19.95 
100% Acrylic in O.D. Green or Black, S,M, Lor XL. 


#9? 


OU.S.M.C. SHOOTING JACKET $29.00 
O.D. green, blue, black, woodland camo, tiger 
stripe, day desert. Padded elbows and shoulders, 
button front, bi-swing back {L&XL). 

FSN 8415-082-2888 


THE FOLLOWING FATIGUES are reinforced at al! 
stress points — knees, backside, elbows, etc Made 
of heavy duty construction, 50% cotton/50% nylon, 
Jackets Nave 4 pockets, pants have 6 pockets with 
adjustable waist straps, beit loops and ankle draw 
stings 
(J DAY DESERT CAMOUFLAGE $49.95/set 
FATIGUES Latest Issue FSN 8415-01-102-6766 
S, M, L, add $4 00 for XL. 
L'DAY DESERT PANTS or JACKET ONLY $28.95 ea 
S. M. L. add $2 00 for XL 
CO WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE $49.95/set 
FATIGUES Latest issue FSN 8415-01-084-1647 
S, M, L, add $4 00 for XL 
[LJ WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE $28.95 ea 
PANTS or JACKET S, M. L, add $2 00 for XL 


Order Now 
$4.00 ea. plus .75¢ #2 
Poster measures 16-//2” x 23-/2” 


Specify Poster #1, 2 or both at $7.00 plus .75¢ 
For those who missed, “Miss Sherwood 1984," still $3.50 


0 L2B LIGHTZONE XS, 5, M, L $49.95 / XL $52.95 
FLYING JACKETS (LIGHTWEIGHT) 
FSN 8415-00-817-0598. NYLON shell, steel zipper. 
Knit collar, cuffs and waistband. Fully reversible. 
Sage green with international orange inside liner. 
Two outer pockets. Zipper pocket and pen hoiders 
on left sleeve. Epaulets on shoulders. 
0) “BOONIES” ORIGINAL G.I. 
CAMO JUNGLE HAT 
With large brass screen vents. 
Specify; Wood- land, Day Desert, 
OD Green or USMC Camo mnp-stop. 
Sizes; 7, 7¥a, 7¥2, 74% $11.95 
(1 KHAKI WATCH by HAMILTON 
Water resistant, shock resistant, Anti- magnetic, 
12/24 hour dial, non-glare stainless stee! case, 
hack feature {for watch synchronization), 2 nyion 
web bands olive & khaki, and a one year mfg. 
warranty. Retail $70.00 Our price $58.50 


ee 


NOW Available in Quartz with calendar $68.50 
COMBAT KNIVES & BAYONETS 


OI ORIGINAL U.S. M 1943 MACHETE $13.00 
new with scabbard. 18" blade 
(JO.D. GREEN RIP-STOP FATIGUES $49.95/set (J USMC COMBAT KNIFE $22.00 
S, M, L, add $2 00 for XL Parkerized 7” blade original G.I. 
USMC Issue, cotton/nylon, FSN 8415- with leather sheath New 
00-935-4708 S, M, L. add $4.00 for XL O LIFE KNIFE COMMANDO $49.95 


(1) O.D. GREEN RIP-STOP $26.95 ea 
PANTS OR JACKETS ONLY 100% COTTON 


The ultimate hollow handle survival knife. 6” 
Sawtooth biade of 440 stainiess steel. Heavy-duty 
leather scabbard w/emergency survival parts, stores 


in handle. 
a 9 


$49.95 


QO eg Me Bae Ge waienidioe, , ae CLUS. AIRFORCE ISSUE PILOT SURVIVAL $19.50 
Don't confuse w/older types Latest GI 1ssue eee! Como ei wae serpening 
arpel water : 
i a a a (GERBER MARK | SURVIVAL KNIFE $49.50 


repellent {only available to U.S, Govt.) All jack- 
ets have hideaway zipper hood FSN 8415- 
00-7B2-2939 XS. S, M. L. add $5 00 for XL 


Comes with combination boot/belt scabbard, 
quick release strap & double edged tempered 
4%" blade 


(COLT M7 AR15/M16 BAYONET 


(J GERBER MARK !! SURVIVAL KNIFE 


(J GERBER MARK II WITH BLACKENED 


$29.95 


& M8AI SCABBARD 
Blade length 6" belt attach., sure-grip handle 


with COLT markings 


$76.50 
Same features as Mark Il. Also includes sharp- 
ening steel. 634" Blade 

$64.50 
6%” BLADE Includes leather scabbard 


GUN BOOKS & MILITARY MANUALS 
COUS. RIFLE M14, R. BLAKE STEVENS 


$34.95 
340 PGS. HARDCOVER, illustrated. 

Covers complete evolution of M-14 

from initial M-t Garand modifications 

to the specialized M-21 sniper rifles. 


DUU.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 


MEDICAL HANDBOOK $14.95 
U.S. Army Special Forces trains the world’s most 
accomplished medics with this book. Compre- 
hensive info. on disease diagnosis, treatments and 
much, much more. 400 pages. 

DIACCURIZED NATIONAL MATCH 


M-14 RIFLE MANUAL $4.95 
Illustrated. 
OJUNGLE OPERATIONS FM90-5 $11.95 


Complete manual for tactical operations in jungle 
areas, illustrated. 


DA CATALOGUE COLLECTION 
OF 20TH CENTURY 
WINCHESTER REPEATING 
ARMS CO. $29.95} 
by Roger C. Rule 

This volume contains a large 
format, individual photographs 
of every firearms model in this 
time frame (from the Turn-of- 
the-Century to the Great 
Depression}. Hardbound 
Deluxe Edition. 


SCOPES & MOUNTS 


CIAIMPOINT ELECTRONIC SIGHT MKIII 
Includes 2 polarizing filters and variable in- 
tensity aiming point. No magnification, paral- 
lex-free. Just point & pull. Call about mounts. 


$159.00 


(M-1 CARBINE MOUNT W/BUSHNELL $55.95 
4X SCOPE Rings Incl. 
CM-I CARBINE MOUNT W/BUSHNELL 


3 X 9 VARIABLE SCOPE Rings Incl. $68.95 

CO ORIGINAL COLT ARI5/M16 3 X 20 $159.00 
SCOPE, NEW Installs in Seconds 

OC ORIGINAL COLT AR15/M144X20 ~ $180.00 
SCOPE, NEW 

BINOCULARS 

O STEINER BINOCULARS, 6X30G $159.95 


Performs brilliantly, extremely compact for nature 
and sports. Outstanding stereo optic effect. 


STEINER BINOCULARS 


017x35G Military/Marine 179.95 
018x30G Military/Marine 139.95 
07x50G Military/Marine 239.95 
010x50G Military/Marine 239.95 
O10x50 Commander with Compass 479.95 


STEINER 4x24 NATO RIFLE SCOPE 
ONato Post Mount, complete with carrying case 


and lens covers $399.95 
OUHK Rai! Mount for NATO Scopes 149.95 
OM-1I6 Post Mount 37.95 
OSteiner Scope and HK Mount 539.95 
OSteiner Scope and M-16 Mount 424.95 


UNIQUE ACCESSORIES 
For the Outdoorsman 


OOUUS. AIR FORCE FISHING 
SURVIVAL KIT 4¥2" x 2%" x |" 
FSN 7810-558-2685 for fresh or salt water fish- 
ing. Includes: Instruction bookiet, watertight 
Plastic case, 8 assorted flies, 2 treble hooks, 
straight shank hook, assorted leader packed, 
18 & 63 Ib. nylon lines, assorted hooks, nee- 
dles, 8 — size 3 safety pins, 6 assorted spin- 
ners, baby copper, large chrome and red & 
white spoons. Illustration of leader knots & 
hitches, and a razor blade. 


$16.95 


(ORUGER 10/22 50 Rd. magazine- $29.95 
SAVE $3.00 — 
Lightweight. manufactured by Mitchell 

O LEATHER CARRYING CASE $9.95 


C.COMBAT/CONCEALMENT HOLSTER — $14.95 
DON HUME MODEL I! — SAVE $10.00 — 
Fits ali .45 autos & Browning Hi-Powers, all 
leather. Specify left or Rt. hand 

0 1%" LEATHER MILITARY SLINGS $15.95 ea 
Solid brass fittings, pre-oiled finish, saddle 
leather, fits: M-1 Garand, M14 (MIA), U.S 
M1917 Enfteld, Springfield OA & A3. 
Johnson Semi-Auto, Win 97, Win M-12 


OOLSA WEAPONS OIL, CASE SPECIAL $29.99 
of 24 — 4OZ. BOTTLES — SAVE $19.00 
(0 CHAPMAN GUN SCREWDRIVER KIT $19.95 


saeco Made of chrome nickel 
. molybdenum alloy 
, steel, 2 phillips bits, 
_ handle, ratchet and allen 


2 eres hex 12 interchangeable 
(AOOOGTEER A 


bits w/parallel sides, 
adapter. 

OD ORIGINAL U.S. ARMY 
FLASHLIGHTS 
2 cell, Extra H.D. flashlight. O.D. cotor, water- 
tght, belt clip, spare bulb and 3 extra lenses. 
Batt. not included. FSN 6230-264-8261 

OG. LENSATIC COMPASS 
Comes with neck strap & 
G1. nylon carrying case. 
FSN 6605-151-5337 
$34.95 


seyret 


$5.95 ea or $30.00/6 


OOUS. M7 LEATHER 45 AUTO “$19.95 
SHOULDER HOLSTER 
Black color — Rt. hand only, also fits Browning 
Hi-Power and S&W M-39. Brand new. Ong. 
G.I. FSN 1095-973-2353 

OBIANCH! GUNLEATHER HOLSTER 
(Plain tan, 4”, right hand only) 


$44.50 


Fits S&W M19, MI5, Ruger .357, Colt .38, Llama.357. 


OSPECIAL WEAPONS CLASSIC HOLSTER $49.95 
This 24 hour harness system made famous for 
comfort over extended periods, also includes 2 
small ammo pouches available for ig. frame autos 
4” to 6” revolvers. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

COMILITARY STYLE GUN CARRYING CASES 
Heavy Duty water repellent, mildew resistant, 
OD green with black nylon web handles, 
zippered accessory pocket, fully padded with 
full fength Heavy Duty self repairing zipper, 
lint-free corduroy lining 


LUM! GARAND, M-14/MI1A, FN FAL $29.95 
46” length 

COCOLT ARI5, HK 91/93 44” length $26.95 

(CO CARIS, AR180, 36" length $24.95 

COMIN 14, MI CARBINE, $21.95 
REM 870 42” length 

OUZI, MAC'S, MP-5, 28” length $22.50 

OOCOLT GOV'T MODEL or C.C. $9.95 


CJ BRAND NEW ORIGINAL G.I. M1949 
MOUNTAIN SLEEPING BAGS $59.95 
Green nylon construction 100% feather filled. 14°TO 
45°F FSN 8465-7855. 


D USS. G.I. SLEEPING PAD 
Latest 1984 Issue. Replaces former leaky air 
mattresses. Lightweight roll-up design, 8” Diameter 
rolled up. Overall Dimensions 24” W x 6'2"L. Perfect 
for camping or backpacking. 18.5 oz. 


r FRE Yours FREE 


Sherwood's 
own 
waterproof, 
black nylon 
mini duffle 


$11.95 


C_ 
ae 
PouereT LAT vIN 


10-1/4” x 5-3/4" 
Ce a 


OM1911/A1 .45 AUTO, FIELD $24.95 
MAINTENANCE KIT 
Genuine G.I. carrying case 6¥2” x 2¥2" con- 
tains eight parts most commonly needed to 
keep your .45 shooting. Firing pin, extractor, 
magazine, firing pin spring, ejector, sear spring, 
recoil spring & combo tool. Moisture resistant 
packaged & attaches to web gear. 

(CO M1I6/ARI5 SURVIVAL EMERGENCY KIT $48.95 
This kit Comes packaged same as above & in- 


cludes an extractor, extractor spring, extractor 
pin, ejector, ejector spring, ejector pin, gas een 
rings (3 each], firing pin, firing pin ret. pin, 


disconnect, disconnect spring, trigger pin, G.I. 
carrying case. Buy now and save $10.00. 
(0M-16/A1 UPPER RECEIVER, NOW $99.00 
SAVE $10.00 
Complete with forward assist plunger assem- 
bly (latest tear drop type} installs on any ARIS 
sporter, without machining. Original colt, be- 
ware of imitations! 
DOMI6/Al MAINTENANCE KIT $10.95 
All materials brand new GL. issue. Includes: 
new carrying case, tooth brush, bottle LSA oil, 
bore cleaner, cleaning rod, bore brush and 
chamber brush. 


(0 M-16/A2 TYPE ROUND ASSAULT 
HANDGUARDS for ARIS 
Similar to CARI5/shorty grips. These are 
round, ribbed and won't crack, chip or scratch 
like original beavertail types. Come complete 
with heat shields and instructions. Lifetime 
Guaranty From MFG. 


$24.95 


CATALOG 


Everything js here, hard to 
find parts, accessories & 
gear Please send a dollar 


(Refundable on first order) _—_ 
to cover our postage & = Ete 
handling Catalog !s free eo yt 
with order. nee 
ORDERING 


Minimum order is $10. All major credit cards, checks & 
money oiders are accepted. Please write credit card in- 
formation down with signature and exp. date along 
with order on another sheet or xerox and use these 
pages as your order form Be sure to include the proper 
shipping, insurance & handling charges [see chart be- 
low). Calif. residents add 62% sales tax. If you're not 
sure about sizes send your measurements. Thank you! 


CLIPS, MAGAZINES & POUCHES 


ALL ITEMS BRAND NEW 

CONEW G.I..45 $6.95 ea, 
AUTO MAGS $60.00/10 

CONEW G.I. CARBINE MAGAZINE POUCH $19.95 
w/4-30 SHOT MAGS. 

(C1ARIS/M16 30 RD 3- MAGAZINE POUCH $6.95 


CIARIS/MI16 POUCH W/3-30 $23.95 
ROUND MAG. 

CORUGER MINI 14 30 RD. $12.95 
MAGAZINE, BLUE 

( RUGER MINI 14 POUCH W/3-30 RD. $39.95 
MAGS, BLUE 

OOFN FAL .308 $19.95 ea., $35.00/2 
20 RD. MAG. 


0(2) FN FAL MAGS. W/USED POUCH $35.00 
DO BROWNING HI-POWER $11.00 ea, $19.95/2 
9MM 13 RD. MAGAZINE, STAINLESS STEEL 


PACKS & WEB GEAR 


DTANKERS TOOL BAG, U.S. ARMY ISSUE $19.95 
Heavy duck canvas, O.D. green too! bag. Con- 
ceaied H.D. zipper and web carrying handles. 
dimen. 20"L x 6"W x 10°H 

OU.S. ARMY LC-i 

{ALICE PAC kK} 
Brand new G.|. back pack 
designed to carry loads up 
to50 Ibs. Complete with 
shoulder straps, quick release 
buckles & attachment loops 
for carrying extra equipment. 
Water repellent, rip stop nylon, 
O.D. green. 

DO MECHANICS TOOL BAG 

O.D. canvas, masonite bottom, web handle. 
8 small inside pockets, 23 large outside divided 
pockets, brass zipper, dimen. 11”L x 6"W x 7’H. 

OOLC-2 STEEL & ALUMINUM $59.95 
PACK FRAMES 1982 issue, complete with 
padded shoulder straps & quick release 
attachments Great for cargo transport 

OOLC-1 NYLON COMBAT HARNESS NOW $26.96 
ASSEMBLY SAVE $4.45 
Outfit consists of O.D. green suspenders, 
pistal belt, canteen cover and plastic canteen. 

All original G.I issue. 

COLC-2 NYLON PISOL WITH LATEST “SILENT” 

QUICK RELEASE BUCKLE $11.95 


$69.95 


S1B.95 


SHIPPING, HANDLING & INSURANCE 


AMOUNT SEND | AMOUNT SEND 
Up to $15.00. $250 | $76.00 to $99.00. . . 6.00 
$15.00 to $30.00.. 3.00 | $100.00 to $150.00 7.50 
$31.00 to $49.00. 4.00 | $151.00 to $200.00.. 8.50 
$50.00 to $75.00. . 5.00 


Shipping on orders $201.00 or more, and all foreign 
orders will be handled ona case-by-case basis. Toll Free 
for credit card orders only outside California. Calf. 
residents oF for info. call 818-349-7600 


SUBTOTAL 5s 
SHIPPING $ 
Calif. Res, add 


oO ’ 642% sales tax $ 


TOTAL AMOUNT S$ 


SHERWOOD 


International Export Corporation 


800:423:5237 


EE mwPoOO De wReS Sa ES wre 
Mail to: SHERWOOD INTERNATIONAL 
18714 PARTHENIA ST., DEPT. SF4, 
NORTHRIDGE, CALIFORNIA 91324 


: Sorry No CO.D.s: Send = OCheck (1) Money Order I 
American Express 1 Diners Club 1 
O MasterCaid O)Visa O Carte Blanche | 


Card No. 


| Name. 


Addres: 
City 


Exp, Date —___ 


State: = Zip. 


ignature 
a ee | 


©1985 Sherwood International 


Snow SIGNALS 

Spot-It consists of a pocket-sized 
plastic flask filled with a surprisingly 
color-stable, bright red dye that spreads 
in snow and even soaks up through 
successive layers of fresh snow to leave 
a clear signal for aerial searchers. 
Tested by SOF staff, Spot-It performed 
as advertised. We found only two 
things wrong with the product: price 
and freezing temperature. 

Considering that the few who stock 
survival supplies in their cars do so by 
shoving old camping gear and cheap 
canned goods behind the spare tire, it 
seems unlikely that most of them will 
shell out $17.95 for about four ounces 
of an exotic dye. Spot-It is a good idea, 
but overpriced in comparison to 
smoking fires, road flares, mirrors and 
colored surveyor's tape. 

SOF’s most serious criticism of 
Spot-It concerns its freezing point. 
Although our test was insufficiently 
detailed to establish what the freezing 
point is, Spot-lt Snow Marker was solid 
ice inside its little plastic bottle after it 
had been left out in a pack one 
below-zero night. This is an undesirable 
characteristic in a winter-survival aid 
that must be liquid to be useful. 

Patents pending in the United States 
of America, Canada, Switzerland, West 
Germany, Japan and Austria, Spot-It 
Snow Marker could make the difference 
between being seen and not being seen 
in the snow. Thomas Rathbone, Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 2048, Spring, TX 
77373. (713) 353-8250. 


14 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTE 


Vices INTEREST 

“Ruthemeyer’s Individual Photographer's Vest’’ (RIP) is a prime example of 
the Marine tradition of taking a piece of sound gear and modifying it for 
personal use. Designed by Mike Ruthemeyer, until recently a Marine combat 
photographer, the RIP Vest is built around changes Mike made on a standard 
issue Air Force survival vest. SOF reporter/photographer Jim Pate wore the 
RIP on assignment in El Salvador while assigned to cover a 1984 SOF training 
mission. 

Ruthemeyer’s vest is designed to hold two camera bodies and four lenses 
— he suggests a 17mm, a 28-86mm zoom, a 70-210mm zoom with a 
macro-focus adjustment, such as a Vivitar Series I, and a 500mm. However, 
SOF could not make its Vivitar Series I lens fit in either of the two 
well-padded lens pockets conveniently located in the lower ribcage area of the 
vest’s front panels, The Vivitar had to be stowed in an old version of the Army 
butt-pack attached to the vest to accomodate extra gear. This arrangement 
made it impossible to reach the bigger lenses without taking off the vest or 
fumbling behind the back with buckles and straps. That was a small problem. 

But the RIP Vest does have plenty of pockets, all Velcro-closed and in easy 
reach. The two lens pockets were attached so they are easily accessible even 
when the photographer is lying on his belly with the vest zipped up. The lens- 
pouch zippers open from back to front, allowing a quick opening even in a 
prone position. Two elastic straps across the chest with quick-release buckles 
hold camera bodies down if the photographer is on the run. 

The vest’s utility belt accepts just about all NATO standard personal combat 
gear, except for the gas mask. But 30-round M16 magazine pouches are 
difficult to attach. It functions just as a combat harness does, except that it can 
accomodate much more equipment and is easier getting on and off when 
loaded with gear. 

Ruthemeyer told SOF his vest is also compatible with parachutes, the bulky 
“Mae West’ life preserver and the new style of flak jacket. It also functions 
fairly well rappelling with a Swiss seat, although the butt pack makes braking a 
bit tricky. 

The RIP Vest is not yet in production, but Ruthemeyer said he thinks it will 
be in the $100-150 range. Interested readers can obtain information on a 
custom-made RIP Vest by writing Dana Gleason, a friend who stitched 
Ruthemeyer’s idea into a reality. Gleason can be reached in care of: Quest 
Vests Ltd., Dept. SOF, 109 Commercial Drive, Bozeman, MT 59715. & 
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STOCKS 


From Choate Machine and Tool 


BLACK PLASTIC 


EXTENSION $19.95 
FOLDING STOCK $67.95 


FITS ALL TiC PISTOLS, CONVERTING IT INTO A LIGHT, COMPACT RIFLE. YOU MUST HAVE A 16” 
BARREL TO MAKE IT LEGAL. WE ALSO OFFER A BARREL EXTENSION TO FIT THE 14” BARRELS TO 
MAKE IT LEGALLY 16”. 


MAGAZINE EXTENSIONS 


ST em ee 


7 SHOT 18” BRL. 8 SHOT 20” BRL. 
REM 870/1100 


BROWNING A5 

WIN 1200 +» S&W 3000 $22 
9 SHOT 22” BRL. 

REM 870/1100 


10 SHOT 26” BRL. $32 


FOLDING STOCK FOR 
MINI-14 - .30 CARBINE - 10/22 


IVER JOHNSON - U.S. CARBINE 
ALSO AVAILABLE UNIVERSAL 


== 

eed 
REM 870 - WIN 1200 
RANGER 120 - MOSS 


HI-STANDARD 


MINI STAINLESS 
OWNERS NITEX FOLDER 


$79.95 SPECIFY WHICH FIREARM $67.95 


SHOTGUN PISTOL GRIP 


$15.95 an ed MADE WITH UNBREAKABLE $44.95 
REM 870 » ITHACA 37 - WIN 1200 S&W 3000 00 OUPONT® ZITEL ALSO U.S. CARBINE M1 
RANGER 120 - MOSS 500 SLING BASE CLAMP $5 ALSO FOR UNIVERSAL 


HI-STANDARD $15.95 wot0i22 HAND GUARD $9.95 10/22 FLASHIDER $14.95 


VENTILATED HANDGUARD 


— —— — — 


BLACK PLASTIC 


MINI-44 $8 
10/22 $9.95 
CARBINE STEEL $8 


SIDE FOLDING STOCK KIT 


$74 


WITH RUBBER RECOIL PAD 
FOR WIN 1200 - RANGER 120 
REM 870 - S&W 3000 
COMES WITH FOREND 


(PLEASE SPECIFY) 
PLASTIC PISTOL GRIP STOCKS FOR SHOTGUNS 


ORANGE HIGH VISIBILITY 
SHELL FOLLOWER 


a 


REM 870/1100 « WIN 1200 
M37— S&W 3000 
This follower will protect the 
compressed spring in a full magazine 
from jamming. 


na BLUE & WITEX 


— meme) «CADE- BLUE OR 
— STAINLESS CAST 
= ——s 


ion 


MIGHT FIRING- BLUE & WITEX 


S.W.A.T. COMBAT 
FLASH SUPPRESSORS | 
AND FRONT SIGHT UNIT 


BAYONET LUGS 


RUGER MINI-14 
MUST USE FLASHIDER FLASH SUPPRESSOR 8 
AS SHOWN FRONT SIGHT UNIT 
& SPAS WIN 1200 - RANGER 120 - MOSS 500-600 $22 $25 BLUE $30 
ITHACA 37 - REM 870 - REM 1100 —$20 BLUE STAINLESS NITEX & STAINLESS $33 


BLACK PLASTIC ioGhinesse SLIP 


REM 1100—$ USES U.S. M-16 BAYONET 


“WOOLEY-BUGAR” 
LDING BIPOD 


_ 2 rn a 8 
i 


10/22 FLASHIDER $14.95 


BLACK NON-SLIP RUBBER 


EXTENDED 

NON-SLIP 

$4 PLATE 
15 


Brey 
BAD ae MAG hiRre® ADDS 1 INCH TO LENGTH 


UZI $189.90 
AR 15 $159.90 
MINI-14 $159.90 
H&K $189.90 
FN $209.95 


ARMSON 0O.E.G. 


FASTEST SIGHT DAY OR NIGHT 


YOU USE BOTH YOUR EYES 
AT THE SAME TIME - JUST PUT THE RED 
DOT ON TARGET AND SHOOT. 


FITS MINI-14— ARAS 
H&K 91-93 MIA-FN FAL 5 


ALL STEEL LOCKS 
OPEN & CLOSED 


1-505/821-4946 


$4.00 Shipping Each Stock 
$2.00 Each Other Items 
SEND $2 FOR 40 PAGE CATALOG 


NEW .22 GROOVED RECEIVER MODELS $74.95 
AVAILABLE FOR SHOTGUNS - CARBINES - ASSAULT 
RIFLES - HANDGUNS 
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. TAKE COMMAND... 


with America’s only 
military book club 


( INSIDE THE 
‘ GREEN BERETS 


The bind Dhirts Years 


=o ~ Amat HCE a ts 
0174 $15.95 3806 $15.95 
ADISTANT — TRIUMPHANT fina 


CHALLENGE 


ROBERT 2 UTLEY 
FRONTIER 
REGULARS THE 
UNITEOSTATES § 
ARMY ANOTHE 


‘of the secret weapans 
INDIAN, 1866-1890 | thet ere — aaee 


FOR. CHARLIE A. BECKWITHUSA Bet 
AND POWALD KROL i} 
0539 $17.95 0133 $14.95 0414 $19.95 
MARTIN MIDDLEBROOK 


THE SCHWEINFURT- ; ‘ oe 
> * REGENSBURG ge a 
MISSION COMPLET 

7° SECURITY 


HAND Teeny 


0562 $18.95 3665 $18.95  *0463 $12.95 


R.J.OVERY 
9910 $16.95 


, = SHLENCE WAS A WEAPON| 
SMALL UNIT . H “es ss HU} Cf foe tae wr get 


So THOSE ( . 
ACTION 18 GALLANTI With Stuart A.Merrington 


i 
NIEN i 
On Eral in Vietnam cas, an; 


~ 0315$17.95  3061812.50 9647 $14.95 1917 $12.95 18. 950786 $14.95 0380 $18.95 


0216 $16.95 


0232 $14.95 3699 $15.95 2485 $12.95 0406 $14. a8 0448 $16.95 3756 $15.95 0208 $17.95 0026 $13.95 1453 $12.95 *0075 $17.75 0224 $16.95 3822 $15.95 


*0620 $15.95 


0398 $14.95 0059 Spec. ed. 


INCHON 
LANDING 


tstiraingh 


0166 $15.95 


mt STORY ore: 
US.NAVW'S 
bein 8 


MOST | 
CELEBRATED ils’s¥uin 
"| CARRIER vse 


FIGHTERS':, 
PACIFIC WAR 

j EDWINP HOYT 

1388 $18.95 


0299 $13.95 


The bese Mae wen Bevdy ot hy Wor a 
Swern fy Be Math Raker 


THE MARCH OF THE 


THE GIRMAN GINERALS. 
PLOT AGAINST HITLER 


e Bees | 


to: i 
ee RICHARD F NEWCOMB &f 
ef rs. | 
‘a 


5967 Spec. ed. 


7401 $10.00 


Here’s how the Club Plan works: You'll get 4 books for 
only 98¢ plus shipping and handling and your free World 
War ll maps—when accepted as a member. We reserve 
the right to reject any application. However, once 
accepted, if you are not completely satisfied with your 
introductory books, return them within 10 days at our 
expense. Your membership will be cancelled and you 
will owe nothing. 

Huge selection: As a Club member, you'll have over 
350 titles to choose from—a tremendous variety of the 
very best military books in print. Many feature rarely 
seen photos, illustrations and maps. Many books are 
difficult to find anywhere else. 


How you save money: The Club offers its own complete 
hardbound editions (sometimes altered in size to fit 
special presses). Club editions save you up to 30% off 
publishers’ hardcover edition prices. A shipping and 
handling charge is added to each shipment. 


Club magazine: Enjoy the luxury of at-home shopping 
with your free Club magazine. About every 4 weeks (14 
times a year) you receive the Club magazine describing 
coming Selection(s) and Alternates. In addition, up to 
4 times a year, you receive offers of special Selections, 
always at discounts off publishers’ prices. If you want 
the featured Selection(s), do nothing—shipment will be 
made automatically. If you prefer an Alternate—or no 
book at all—indicate this on the order form and return 


6213 $12.95  6460513.50 | 3152312.95 


it by the date specifted. You'll have at least 10 days to 


decide. If you have less than 10 days, and you receive 
an unwanted Selection, you may return it at our expense 
and owe nothing. 

The choice is always yours: Your only obligation is to 
take just 4 books at regular low Club prices during the 
Next 2 years. You may resign any time after purchasing 
your 4 books, or continue to enjoy Club membership for 
as jong as you like. 

+Soft cover “Explicit sex, violence and/or language. 


TWO FULL COLOR 24/2" x19” 


a « i Wwwil 


MAPS 


FREE with membership 


& 


3681 $14.95 


with membership 


"Military Book 


45538 $5.95 
n 


‘95 


98¢ 


- 


en, 
a A Se a ee eee -—— 
Club® 
Dept. RR 633, Garden City, N.Y. 11530 
Yes, please accept my membership application and send me the 4 | 
books marked below plus my 2 free WWI! maps. Bill me only 98¢ plus 
shipping and handling. | agree to the Club plan presented in this ad, | 


and understand that | need buy just 4 more books at regular low Club 
prices any time | want during the next 2 years. 


Our no-risk guarantee. When accepted as a member, you'll get your 4 | 
books for only 98¢ pies stripping and handling. {f not satisfied, return 

them within 10 days at our expense to cancel your membership and owe | 
nothing. No matter what you decide, you keep your free maps. 


a). a 


Mrs. = | 
Ms —ti“‘(“‘C;;;O#*#@SODIND||8|©6©6©)[60|| OG 
[ 
| 


7) . 

Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members | 

serviced from Canada where offer is slightly different. “67-M998 | 
es ee ee ee ee eee 


Ri ctine down the side of 
some skyscraper and hurtling through 
a window to assault terrorists holding 
hostages looks great in the movies. But 
if you’ re doing it for real, the rappelling 
entry is one of the most dangerous 
tricks in the book. It’s not really the best 
entry solution unless there is no other 
option. If that’s the case, you should be 
aware that there is a recommended 
method. 

Be prepared, getin fast, goin behind 
a stun or gas grenade, know your 
targets and don’t fall. 

Don’t carry anything but weapons, 
radio and a gas mask. The set-up on 
top of the target building that serves as 
launch platform for your rappel has to 
be quick, secure and silent. The best 
point of attachment for your line will be 
some sturdy structural projection on 
the roof itself. Don’t tie off to roof-top 
fence or TV antennas — and don’t 
even think of letting one of your bud- 
dies try to hold the rope. The line must 
be thrown clear of obstructions on the 
face of the building, so learn your coils. 
One option is the rope bag. Since you 
have carefully coiled the rope inside 
the bag before the operation, there’s 
nothing to snarl in other equipment. 
Another big benefit of the bag is that 
you carry the bag with you and rope is 
fed out as you descend, instead of 
blowing back and forth across the face 
of the building to tell everybody you’ re 
up there. Rope bags give less chance of 
rope fouling and a greater chance of 
surprising the terrorists. 

Since the only excuse for a rappel- 
ling entry is an emergency, you aren't 
going to be as careful as a rock-climber 
ona descent. That means the rope has 
to be unusually strong (these days, ev- 
erybody uses sheathed ropes instead 
of laid, or twisted, ropes) and care must 
be taken to pad any corners or edges 

the rope may cross, And be sure not to 
make unnecessary noise. Believe me, 
surprise is the only advantage you'll 
have, When you go through that win- 
dow, you aren't going to have your 
gun in your hand, you probably won’t 
know who’s on the other side, you'll 
still have to figure out how you’re 
going to get off the rope. And there’s 
nothing to fall back on but air. 

The military loves to wind and tie 
ropes around carabiners to make de- 
scending devices, but the working 
SWAT cop has to slide down ropes too 
often to fiddle with ‘biner gates that are 
too loose, bent, or on the wrong side. 
Fortunately for military and police 
wall-crawlers, God made a race of 
guinea pigs called mountain climbers. 
They have developed a number of de- 
vices to loop ropes through so you can 
slide down them safely and detach 
yourself quickly. The simplest, 
strongest and most effective are called 
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‘COMBAT 


/WEAPONCRAFT 


by Fritz Borchardt 


TACTICAL RAPPELLING 


Author teaches tactical rappelling, 
but argues that it’s generally a bad 
entry technique. Photo: Dale 
Andrade 


WALL CRAWLER 

Fritz Borchardt, 33, has startled 
and thrilled SOF conventioneers 
with his hostage rescue demonstra- 
tions high above the pool at the 
Sahara Hotel in Las Vegas. He’s 
even better known to the SOFers 
who took his rappelling class at the 
84 convention. Fritz successfully 
completed the Dade County (Fla.) 
Metro Special Response Team Cer- 
tification Course where he shared 
his knowledge with working SWAT 
cops. He is a tactical rappelling in- 
structor, technical adviser to several 
U.S. police departments and field 
rep for various SWAT gear manu- 
facturers. He is director of Stor- 
Fjeld, Ltd. (Dept. SOF, Box 548, 
Nederland, CO 80466). 


“figure-eights’”’ for their resemblance 
to the numeral 8. A “U” of rope goes 
through the top hole, the loop is spread 
around the curve of the eight’s base 
and then gets cinched tight around the 


Is it Worth it? 


eight’s waist. The carabiner on your 
climbing hamess gets clipped into the 
bottom hole on the eight. Always 
attach the ‘biner the same way. You'll 
have to unclip quickly at some point. 
Take a final check of your weapons 
and radio, and you’re ready to go. 

Departure from the roof is by the 
normal lay-back, legs-horizontal pos- 
ture used for everything from cliffs to 
choppers. Drop fast and quiet, but try 
not to bounce, keep control and don’t 
kick any flower pots off to alert the bad 
guys. And don’t overrun your target 
window, because you won’t have any 
chance to climb back up to it. 

Watch that window as you 
approach. If somebody is looking out, 
it’s time to abort. And if there’s a grate 
or wired double-plate safety glass, 
forget it. Don’t try to smash through a 
steel window frame. If there’s an open 
panel, go through that. 

Now, here’s the major hang-up: In 
spite of all the film you’ve seen on 
fighting entries to hostage siege situa- 
tions, you won't have contro! of your 
body or the entry without both hands 
on the rope. Your hands will be full of 
lifesaving line when you crash through 
the glass, and your weapons will be 
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We're America's 
Army & Navy Store!! 
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S CREW it in flush and back off 
two.” Any salty Marine can tell you 
that’s all you'll ever need to know 
about Ma Deuce. There’s a lot to be 
said for keeping it simple, but quite a 
bit more than a rule-of-thumb for 
headspacing is required to wring max- 
imum efficiency and firepower out of 
John Browning's big, bad .50 caliber in 
its current configuration. 

The idea for the .50-cal. BMG was 
born in the trenches of France in 
1918. “Black Jack” Pershing, com- 
mander of the American Expedition- 
ary Forces, was alarmed by the in- 
creasing use of armor on vehicles, 
tanks and the individual soldier. His 
issue weapons were not penetrating 
and he sent an urgent cable to the War 
Department in April, 1918 requesting 
development of a large-caliber, heavy 
machine gun with a muzzle velocity of 
2,600 fps and an effective combat 
range of 6,000 meters. 

Winchester commenced develop- 
ment of the ammunition for a weapon 
which John M. Browning had started 
to design in July, 1917. The ammuni- 
tion project was eventually moved to 
Frankford Arsenal. The first effort cen- 
tered around a semi-rimmed case 
based on the German 13mm antitank 
cartridge. This was rejected and a rim- 
less cartridge obtained by scaling up 
the .30-‘06 case was adopted. 

Browning spent slightly over a year 
from conception to successful firing of 
his .50-caliber machine gun. He re- 
tained the simplicity of his .30-caliber 
gun and all its basic operating princi- 
ples. To this he added an oil buffer (to 
regulate the cyclic rate and absorb ex- 
cess recoil energy), spade grips, and a 
thumb piece to actuate the trigger bar. 
An air-cooled aircraft version of 
Browning’s water-cooled heavy 
machine gun was fired on 12 Novem- 
ber 1918 and was adopted in 1923 as 
the Model 1921. In 1933 it was re- 
named the M2. The ground, or infan- 
try version, of this machine gun is 
called the caliber .50 M2 HB (Heavy 
Barrel). Its cyclic rate has been lowered 
from 850 rpm to 550 rpm. It can be 
immediately distinguished from the 
aircraft version by its long (45 inch) 
barrel and short ventilated barrel sup- 
port. The aircraft Browning has a 36- 
inch barrel enclosed within a full- 
length ventilated jacket. 

Ma Deuce, as it has been affec- 
tionately called by the generations of 
snuffies protected by its awesome fire- 
power, is belt-fed (from the left side in 
the ground role), recoil-operated, and 
most certainly crew-served. It fires 
from the closed-bolt position — a mild- 
ly surprising distinction permitted by 
the massive heat reservoir its barrel 
and receiver group provide. | have 
spent a large amount of time taming 
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FULL AUTO 


by Peter G. Kokalis 


THE CARE AND FEEDING 


Ma Deuce watches over besieged 
Marines at Khe Sanh. The Browning 
.50-cal. M2 has hammered away on 
the world’s battlefields for the better 
part of 60 years. Photo: Department 
of Defense (U.S. Marine Corps) 


this noble beast and these are my per- 
sonal observations on what you need 
to know to meet with and destroy the 
enemy with the mighty .50. 

In the infantry the M2 HB is 
mounted on the M3 tripod, an excel- 
lent ground support weighing 44 
pounds. The front leg should always 
be extended as far forward as possible 
to offer the lowest profile behind cover 
and concealment (use a scratch awl to 
mark the leg so you can always retum 
to this position without hesitation). 
This also permits the gunner to fire 
from the prone position. After the legs 
have been extended, the tripod should 
be lifted and the rear legs driven hard 
into the ground. Drop the front portion 
of the mount and jump on the front leg 
driving it into the soil too. If sand bags 
are available, long range accuracy 
potential can be significantly enhanced 
if two are placed under the center of 
the mount, below the pintle, and one 
or two over each leg. 

The T&E mechanism should always 
be firmly locked to the traversing bar 
by the traversing slide lock lever. Firing 
without the T&E mechanism locked in 
place reduces the weapon’s effective- 
ness by 80 percent or more at ranges 
beyond 100 meters. Vehicular and 
pedestal mounts, such as those found 
on jeeps, trucks and M113 APC, which 


OF MOTHER DEUCE 


permit free traverse and elevation 
changes without constraint, look im- 
pressive but ruin long-range accuracy 
potential of the .50 BMG. Avoid skate 
mounts whenever possible. Many ex- 
perienced grunts can place rounds up 
a fly’s ass at 1,000 meters off the M3 
tripod while some treadheads can 
barely hit a main battle tank at 100 
meters with Ma Deuce mounted as a 
free gun on an APC. 

Whenever it’s redeployed, the M2 
HB is usually separated into its three 
carrying components: tripod, receiver/ 
T&E mechanism and barrel. Unfortu-" 
nately, each time the barrel is screwed 
back into the receiver the gun must be 
headspaced. John Browning thought 
he was doing us all a favor, since 
ammunition dimensions could vary 
considerably in his day. In our time of 
more consistent ammo, we still live 
with this ballistic brontosaurus. 

The only way to properly headspace 
Ma Deuce is with the headspace 
gauge. Raise the feed cover; retract the 
recoiling parts just enough so you can 
screw the barrel all the way into the 
barrel extension. Back off two to three 
clicks. Cock the gun. Pull the retracting 
handle back until the barrel extension 
is about one-sixteenth of an inch from 
the trunnion block. Insert the “GO” 
end of the gauge in the T-slot, between 
the face of the bolt and the rear of the 
barrel. If it enters, turn the gauge 
around and attempt to insert the ‘NO 
GO” end. If it does not enter, head- 
space is correct. 


Continued on page 88 
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es Huey transport choppers plop- 
ped like fat green flies on the smoulder- 
ing LZ. Napalm had vaporized the 
plants and removed all signs of life ex- 
cept for my platoon scurrying to unass 
the choppers. Rotorwash blew dirt and 
ashes in all directions. The stinging de- 
bris blinded us and stuck to our sweat- 
stained bodies. 

My men moved to the edges of the 
LZ to provide covering fire for the 
vulnerable helos should the cold LZ 
suddenly tum hot. As the choppers 
pulled out, I gathered my squad and 
moved in search of higher ground, 
cover and concealment. My job was to 
check out trails that led into this LZ and 
search for signs of enemy movement. 

As we made our way into the jungle, 
we stumbled on an enemy corpse on 
the side of the hill. There was a fist- 
sized hole on the left side of his death- 
bloated head. Ants and other insects 
had gotten to him before we did. They 
had cleaned out his brains and all I 
could see was a gaping black hole in his 
skull. We threw dirt over the body and 
covered it with rocks. It wasn’t because 
we had any particular respect for 
enemy soldiers, but I wanted to set up 
a position in the area where we’d have 
excellent observation and my troops 
could do without the company of a 
dead gook. 

We ran patrols from the base area 
most of the morning and my guys were 
hot and sweaty with no contact. In the 
early afternoon one of my squad lead- 
ers approached with a look of concern 
of his face. 

“Sarge, we got a problem.”’ 

“What's the problem?” 

“Specialist Moore says he ain’t 
staying here anymore.’’ My squad 
leader was both pissed off and per- 
plexed. “He said he has had enough of 
this bullshit and he quits.” 

I stared straight into the NCO’s eyes. 
“Bring him here to me.” 

Moore showed up with an arrogant 
look on his face. He told me he’d hadit 
“up to here’ with Vietnam. He did not 
want fo kill anybody or be killed. 

I swallowed a large dose of anger 
and reminded Moore that a lot of guys 
fighting in Vietnam didn’t know what 
they were doing here and did not want 
‘to neve to kill anybody either. They 
damned sure didn’t want to die any- 
more than he did. 

Specialist Moore was unswayed. 
“Hey, man. I ain’t them. !m me and I 
ain’t fighting no more. I want to go 
back on the next chopper.” 

I tried an implied threat. “‘Do you 
realize that you will probably be court- 
martialed and sent to LBJ [Long Binh 
dail]?” 

Moore wasn’t responding to threats 
either. “I don’t give a fuck. At least I’ll 
be alive.” 
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A stormy blast of rotorwash blinds 
soldiers as they struggle off the LZ 
in search of higher ground. Photo: 
AP Wide World 


I took a sip of my C-rat coffee anda 
drag on my cigarette, thinking about 
how I was going to handle this, It was 
one of the times I wished I had an 
officer present. I remembered reading 
about a platoon of Gls who had re- 
fused to go into combat and the hell 
the press played with it. 

The whole platoon knew what was 
going on. Still, I didn’t think this guy’s 
actions would infect the rest of the 
troops. They were good men but the 
stress of one operation after another 
had them tired and edgy. ButifI let this 
guy go out on the first chopper that 
came in, someone else might try it. 
And no on¢ had been shot for this sort 
of thing in about 40 years. Specialist 
Moore had been a marginal soldier but 
had not been a real problem. 

They just don’t pay staff sergeants 
enough, I thought. 

“Okay, Sergeant Sullivan.’’ I 
addressed Moore’s squad leader. 
“Take his weapon and let someone 
else carry it. Split up the rest of his gear 
among your squad,” 

Sullivan was not happy with my de- 
cision. “The squad is loaded down 
enough without carrying his shit.” 

I was not happy with Sullivan’s 
bitching. “‘What the fuck do you want 


| WAS THERE 


by Darwin Stamper 


me to do, Sarge? Leave it here for the 
VC?” 

Moore thought he had a solution. 
“Buta resupply chopper is comingin. I 
can go back on it.” 

No way was] going to let him off that 
easy. “I’m not bringing in a chopper 
just for you and we ain’t going to get 
any supplies for a few days. In the 
meantime, we have a mission and you 
just committed a military crime. If I 
send you in, I have to send someone 
else as a guard. So forget it.” 

End of discussion. 

We moved out early the next morn- 
ing followinga trail to the north. We cut 
sign of enemy presence about noon 
and I stopped long enough to send a 
five-man element up the trail. SP4 
Moore came up and said he wanted his 
rifle back. It appeared the jungle boot 
was on the other foot now that we were 
within ambush distance of the enemy. 

“Hey soldier, you’re the one that 
said you didn’t want to fight so you 
don’t need it.” I wasn’t going to give 


‘this quitter an inch, enemy or no. | 


redirected my attention to a can of C- 
rations. 

“Well, how about some food? 
Everyone else is eating.” 

“Tf you think I’m going to have these 
guys carry your goddamn food for 
you, you’re fucked up. When | get time 
Pll get a chopper for you, but this ain’t 
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Nee dagger is one- of the most 
popular types of edged weapons in 
America these days. A lot of that has to 
do with Hollywood hype. Screenwrit- 
ers tend to arm secret agents, double 
agents, adventurers, common thieves 
and murderers as well as virtually ev- 
ery variety of soldier with daggers. 

Some people are getting rich selling 
daggers in their yarious incarnations 
from diminutive boot knives to larger, 
so-called ‘‘survival’” versions. All that 
doesn’t address the question of the 
dagger’s effectiveness as a fighting 
knife or truthfully indicate how it stacks 
up against other edged weapons, 

Disregarding eye appeal, I’ve never 
been able to reason why the dagger 
has enjoyed such overwhelming popu- 
larity in this country. Tales of our Brit- 
ish cousins in the Commandos and 
their use of the Sykes-Fairbairn dagger 
in WWII are likely contributing factors. 
The fact that the Sykes-Fairbairn was 
prone to breakage and was not really 
all that popular with fighting men has 
been lost in the mists of history. What’s 
needed is some hard information re- 
garding what the dagger really is, its 
origins and the reasons for the dagger’ s 
development. Here’s my contribution. 

If you want to kill a man with an 
edged weapon, you do one of two 
things: purich a hole in him and hope 
you hit a vital organ or slash and slice 
him to the extent that he bleeds to 
death quickly. The slash and slice 
approach is generally the most effec- 
tive, because the human body is quite 
vulnerable to it. Fighting men recog- 
nized that very early in the history of 
warfare and numerous types of swords 
and other slashing implements were 
developed to handle the task. Vulner- 
ability on the battlefield prompts im- 
mediate response and warriors were 
soon at work developing armor which 
would protect them from the hack and 
slash attack of their enemies. 

By the 15th century, European 
armor had developed so a man was 
really quite safe from a cutting or 
slashing attack from an edged weapon. 
Military thinking turned from cutting 
attacks to penetration as a counter. 
The idea was to attack cracks, crevices 
and seams in an opponent’s armor. 
Armorers were soon at work making 
slender stabbing instruments that 
would slip inside the vision slits of a 
helmet, slide between the seam under 
the arm of an armored vest or puncture 
and separate the links in chain mail. 
The implement was not even required 
to have a cutting edge. The effective- 
ness was in the needle point rather 
than along a razor-sharp edge. Enter 
the dagger. 

Many of the early models were 
simply glorified ice picks but the de- 
signs did advance into some stunning 


24 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


— 


BATTLE 
BLADES 


by Bill Bagwell 


Sykes-Fairbairn typifies modern 
fighting daggers: dull edge, light 
swing-weight and weak 
construction. Photo: Dale Andrade 


examples of art and artistry in knife 
design. In fact, some of the most 
beautiful knives ever made, both from 
an aesthetic and workmanship view- 
point, were the Italian and Spanish left- 
handed and quillion daggers of the first 
half of the 17th century. But these 
were duelling implements, used by 
gentlemen fighting other gentlemen in 
a rigidly controlled form of combat. 
Rules for duels were well defined and 
codified. When gentlemen fought each 
other, they followed the code. That 
allowed artisans of the period to con- 
centrate on artistry in designing duel- 
ling implements. Weapons of war did 
not receive the same loving attention. 

Daggers continued to be developed 
by people who traditionally went into 
battle wearing metal armor — mainly 
people of English and European ex- 
traction and soldiers of the classic mili- 
tary empires such as the Persians. 
Meanwhile, people on the other side of 
the world were thinking differently. 
The double-edged dagger was not 
widely used in Japan or Eastern Asia. 
Armor in those feudal areas was largely 
made of cotton and bamboo and the 
Japanese recognized that a slashing 
attack was the most effective counter 
to it. Their edged weapons reflect this. 
All this is interesting for historians, but 
we need to examine the double-edged 
dagger in today’s arena. 

In my opinion, this form’of weapon 
is an anachronism. It will remain one 
unless soldiers go back to full body 


armor that offers protection from a 
slashing attack. Most modern Kevlar 
body armor will protect you from a 
knife attack about like a Levi jacket, so 
don’t expect to have to use your boot 
knife to breach that perimeter. 

Simply put, I hope that the next guy 
who pulls a knife on me pulls a dagger. 
He will have given himself a handicap 
that will kill him. A man armed with a 
dagger is severely limited in the effec- 
tiveness of his attacks. He can stab but 
he can’t slash. Here’s why. 

The dagger’s double edge will not 
slash as well as a flat ground edge be- 
cause the included angle of the cutting 
bevels runs from the median ridge of 
the dagger providing a bevel like an ax 
or chisel. A flat ground blade has a 
more gentle included angle between its 
cutting edge which gives it the tenden- 
cy to slice like a razor. The fact that the 
dagger is ground with a double edge 
that tapers to the point also does two 
things that are detrimental to its com- 
bat capabilities. Such a design gives 
the weapon a very light weight and 
places the majority of the weight too far 
behind the point where it is sorely 
needed for balance. Further, light- 
weight daggers have less mass in their 
blades than single edge designs which 
makes them inherently weaker and 
more subject to breakage. 

Whatall that means in the real world 
is thatif you are presented a target such 
as an extended arm, and that arm is 
wearing the aforementioned Levi jack- 
et, your dagger just won’t cut it. If you 
and your dagger can get close enough 
to stab the guy, fine. On the other 
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WAR STORY. By Jim Monris. Dell 
Publishing Company, Dept. SOF, 
New York. 1985. 304 pp. $3.95. 
Review by Dale A. Dye. 


| the nightmare of the first chap- 
ter to the tearful end, War Story seems 
too real to be a genuine, first-person 
account of one man’s experiences dur- 
ing the Vietnam War. That’s probably 
because not many people got the same 
close-up view of war in Southeast Asia 
that author and Special Forces veteran 
dim Morris reflects in bringing us his 
own war story. 

No matter. Whether you were a 
Remington Raider in the rear with the 
gear, a line grunt punching holes in 
paddies or treelines, or a Special Ops 
type engaged in sneaky-pete stuff, 
there’s something in War Story that 
will reach you. It’s that sort of book — 
and Mortis is that sort of writer. 

Despite a surfeit of Vietnam books 
on the commercial market these days, 
there are few available that have the 
emotional impact of Morris’ relatively 
simple story. It's a gut-slammer con- 
taining scenes that make you want to 
crawl under cover and yell “‘incom- 
ing.” 

This book is full of emotion, bile, 
adrenalin. Jim Morris stays away from 
artificial drama in his sometimes- 
sentimental Vietnam _Wara 


wasn't watching. 


im 


FINALLY IN PAPERBACK! 
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the way WAR STORY does.” 


raphy. He understands that what’s in- 
teresting is the human experience at 
war; not a book about the subject. 
That’s why he avoids looking back at 
war through his own reflections and 
attempts to put his eyes in the reader’s 
skull. You can see his war. It’s all very 
direct but the book does not lack 
sophistication. You won’t find any 
easy answers to difficult questions. 
You also won't find any profound 
preachiness or political rhetoric. Morris 
kes but one discernible point about 


he true story of the Green Berets in Vietnam 
who fought a private war 
‘ith an army of Stone-Age warriors at their side. 


BY JIM MORRIS 
From the rice paddies, bars, and bivouacs of Vietnam, here 
is the real story of the war that was waged while the world 


“No other book gives the feel of what it 
was really like to be a Green Beret in Vietnam 
—Robert K. Brown, 
Publisher, Soldier of Fortune magazine. 


“If you want to know how it really was in the special 


forces in Vietnam, this is the book to read.” 
—Major General Jack Singlaub, USA (Ret.) 
former commander, Special Operations Group 


$3.95 


IN REVIEW (327 


(Green Berets), Vietnam. / 


“ide 


ong 


man’s greatest adventure. ‘‘Death 
wins all the battles but life wins the 
war.” Don’t bother to jot that down for 
posterity. Morris admits the thought 
occured one night to a blitzed-out, 
punch-drunk, unwashed and very, 
very tired Special Forces captain who 
had heard his ‘‘Porgy and Bess’’ and 
Joan Baez albums too many times dur- 
ing a night of boozing. Morris doesn’t 
take himself too seriously. 

And it’s a good thing for the reader. 
Morris regards such profundities with 
suspicion and that keeps War Story 
from being too sanctimonious or 
thoughty. It’s not. 

Morris’ War Story begins with a 
warning concerning the difference be- 
tween a war story and a fairy tale. 
That’s also handy given the superficial 
claptrap that’s appearing on the 
shelves now thatit’s no longer illegal or 
immoral to write serious books about 
the soldiers who fought in Vietnam. 
There is a depth of feeling coupled with 
a detailed, painful accounting of emo- 
tional and intellectual response to the 
rigors of combat that either transcends 
or stimulates what most veterans recall 
of their days at war. 

This personal account is an artistic 
and argumentative reconstruction of 
events from the standpoint of a very 
intelligent, very literate, very sensitive 
man. Morris’ handling of language and 
imagery makes you understand how 
many times his experiences have been 
dissected in his own mind. Actual 
events don’t survive that much chew- 
ing without dissolving away from famil- 
iar shape and form. But the change 
doesn’t hurt the story. 

SOF readers won't want to read War 
Story to find out what really happened in 
Vietnam. Most of them already know. 
But if you want to know how one 
wounded and disillusioned vet handled 
thought and feeling after Vietnam taught 
him that life wasn’t as simple as most war 
stories would make it seem, read Morris’ 
book. If all that’s too complicated, read 
War Story. Anyway. It’s fine literature; 
perhaps some of the best to come out of 
Vienam. 

Morris has succeeded at writing an 
autobiographical account of a war that 
changed his life. He also knows that he 
wasn’t the only soldier so touched. 
That's refreshing for those of us who 
ave similar experiences but lack the tal- 
ent or time to write a book.about them. 
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THE BROWNING HIGH POWER 
AUTOMATIC PISTOL. By R. 
Blake Stevens. Collector Grade 
Publications, Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 250, Station ‘E’, Toronto, 
M6H 4E2, Canada. 1984. 288 pp. 
284 black-and-white illustra- 
tions. $39.95. Review by Peter G. 
Kokalis. 


A: last: a comprehensive and ex- 
haustive treatment of the renowned 
and revered Browning High Power 
model of 1935. In production now for 
50 years, the High Power pistol has 
finally entered its twilight of the gods — 
soon to be trampled by the thundering 
herd of double-action whiz bangs now 
crawling out of every upstart’s wood- 
work, 

Stevens’ work, a vast expansion of a 
28-page pamphlet he authored a dec- 
ade ago on Canadian High Powers, 
sets the stage with the late 19th century 
agreement that divided the world 
marketing rights to Browning pistols 
between Colt and Fabrique Nationale 
d’Armes de Guerre. Briefly discussed 
are the 9.8mm Colt Model of 1910 
(doomed by U.S. Army adoption of 
this design in .45 ACP) and the 
9.65mm FN Grand Browning 
(doomed by the advent of WWI). They 
put a more proper perspective on 
10mm “‘innovations”’ of today. 

The precise origins of the Browning 
GP (Grande Puissance, or High Pow- 
er) pistol are discussed at length. Start- 
ing with John M. Browning’s original 
prototype of the locked-breech version 
of a large-capacity 9mm military auto- 
matic, developed for the French mili- 
tary trials of 1922, the unheralded 
Dieudonné Saive redesigned the 16- 


shot model of 1922 into the FN model 
of 1923 which featured an external 
hammer, With the death of John 
Browning in 1926, Saive assumed 
complete control of what was then 
called the Grand Rendement. Further 
streamlining, a curved rear grip strap, a 
reduced magazine capacity to meet 
French weight restrictions and numer- 
ous other modifications led to models 
of 1928, 1929, 1930, 1933 and finally 
the High Power as we were to essen- 
tially know it — but with a 1,000 meter 
tangent sight —in 1934. The French in 
the meantime, in their usual currish 
fashion, adopted the locked-breech 
MAS model 1935, supposedly de- 
signed by a former officer in the French 
Foreign Legion, Charles G. Petter, but 
in reality a slavish imitation of the Colt- 
Browning-Saive concepts. In 1937 the 
French brazenly sold the rights to the 
1935A Petter ‘design’ to the Swiss 
firm of SIG Neuhausen where it 
emerged as the SIG P210 9mm Para- 
bellum pistol. p 
Collector interest will accelerate with 
the chapter on pre-WWII High Power 
models as quantity production com- 
menced. But here I must caution 
novice collectors against the “‘holy 
writ” syndrome. Books like Stevens’ 
must, of necessity, attempt to make 
order out of chaos. Arsenals did not 
make weapons for collectors, but 
rather for war. Parts bins are apt to 
contain parts of both an old and new 
series. Workers are apt to install what- 


- ever they pull out of the bin, especially 


in wartime scenarios, Stevens states 
the ‘‘square-lug’’ modification to 
strengthen the barrel lug did not 
appear until late in the final contract 
run of pistols for the Belgian State with 
the serial numbers beginning in the 
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36,000 range. My own specimen, se- 
rial No. 31,922 (with matching barrel}, 
has the “‘square-lug” modification as 
well as the 500-meter tangent sight 
with the graduations all grouped on the 
rear half of the tangent bar and sup- 
posedly found on only the very earliest 
High Powers. C’est Ja guerre. 

FN production under the Nazis is 
covered. The Germans managed to 
manufacture 319,000 High Powers 
under conditions of bureaucratic 
bumbling on a grand and magnificent 
scale. The story of the Canadian Inglis 
High Power is rendered in the most 
complete detail, including the post-war 
Canadian Arsenals Lightweight High 
Power and the short-lived NAACO 
(North American Arms Company of 
Toronto) Brigadier chambered for a 
.45-caliber cartridge similar to today’s 
.45 Winchester Magnum rimless car- 
tridge. The WWII British ploy to pro- 
duce the High Power withoutacknowl- 
edgement of FN’s proprietary rights is 
noted. Thatit fizzled, saved embarrass- 
ment on both sides of the channel. 

Stevens’ description of post-war FN 
production is all inclusive and all im- 
portant in underlining the High Pow- 
ers constant modification and im- 
provement from 1950 to 1980. 
Changes to the barrel lug and cam, 
frame, magazine safety, extractors and 
sear levers are clearly illustrated, as are 
such oddities as the Winston Churchill 
Presentation High Power and a gold- 
encrusted tangent sight High Power 
made before the war for King Farouk 
of Egypt. 

Escutcheons and other factory- 
applied military markings to foreign 
contracts are given five pages of origi- 
nal FN contract drawings. However, 
the markings illustrated for the contract 
to El Salvador are not those I have 
observed. 

Sporting, target, engraved and the 
so-called ‘“‘new family’ of double- 
action prototypes are all illustrated. In 
all cases the photography is superb in 
this fine book. The Argentine ‘‘FM 
Browning” pistols (now replacing the 
FN High Powers of El Salvador) are 
discussed, but Stevens fails to mention 
that most will be found with a black 
enamel finish over phosphate. The In- 
donesian ‘‘Pindad”’ and the blatant 
and unauthorized Hungarian FEG FP9 
and P9RA (alloy frame) are also cov- 
ered, 

This is a stunning book, eagerly 
awaited by the many thousands de- 
voted to the great and classic Browning 
High Power. It provides collectors with 
the required pigeon holes and every- 
one else with some interesting reading. 
Highly recommended to all. Necessary 
to those involved with military small 
arms at any level. Stevens at his very 


best. ®& 
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SOF ANALYSIS 


DOLE 


AMENDMENT 


The Weapons Blockade 


Breaker 


by Bill Brooks - 


1 Garands for under $200? M1 Car- 

bines for under $100? Gun-show 
scuttlebutt has been rife with such rumors 
for the last year. 

It’s all prompted by a new law which has 
revamped the basic ground-rules for im- 
portation of military arms. The floodgates 
have been opened and some dealers and 
collectors are predicting a glutted market. 
That could mean a significant increase in 
availability and a drastic reduction in prices 
for certain military guns which have always 
been big favorites with buffs and collectors. 

On 30 October 1984 Senate Majority 
Leader Robert Dole, R-Kan., announced 
his amendment to the 1968 Gun Control Act 
was signed by President Reagan. That 
started the rumor mills rolling across the 
nation. The Dole Amendment reclassifies 
small arms manufactured between 1899 and 
1946 as curios and relics, exempting most 
older military arms from the stringent im- 
port restrictions which had frustrated deal- 
ers and collectors for years.. 

Military firearms available to licensed 
importers will include military pistols, re- 
volvers, bolt and semi-automatic rifles re- 
cently added to the BATF Curios and Relics 
list. Title 2 firearms, such as automatic 
rifles and suppressors (silencers), are not 
affected by the amendment. That would 
appear to be good news, but it has caused 
some concern among people with valuable 
collections. 

Many military arms collectors are wor- 
ried that the Dole Amendment will result in 
a sudden increase in supply and a subse- 
quent decrease in price for pre-1946 mili- 
tary firearms. Meanwhile, the military gun 
buffs and small-time collectors are hoping 
they’ll finally be able to buy reduced-price 
guns that were out of their price range pre- 
viously. It has already had some of that 
effect on prices. 

An ad in the January issue of Shotgun 
News hawked NRA ‘“‘fair-minus’’ condi- 
tion Broomhandle Mauser pistols, normally 
priced out of the small collector’s range, for 
$125. That may be an atypical case, since 
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The Mi Garand — one of a number of 
pre-1946 dated weapons that have been 
affected by the Dole Amendment. Collec- 
tors have seen a decrease in the price of 
Garands from $800 to $275. 


the Broomhandle was one of the most wide- 
ly manufactured pistols of the first half of 
the 20th century and only marketed as a 
collectible in this country because of the ban 
on importation of most 20th-century mili- 
tary weapons, but such price decreases are 
clear signals of things to come. 

Gun writers and major collectors who 
study the market agree the Dole Amend- 
ment will produce a drastic drop in the value 
of all non-collectible weapons. M1] Car- 
bines have already plummeted from $350 to 
$150. And M1 Garands which sold for as 
much as $800 nine months ago are now 
being marketed for as little as $275 with no 
bottom line in sight. Still the situation is not 
all roses for serious military weapons col- 
lectors despite the changes involved in the 
Dole Amendment. 

Many weapons imported under the new 
regs will never wind up in classic collec- 


tions because they will not be in issue condi- 
tion. According to the provisions of the 
1968 Gun Control Act they'll have a mod- 
em importer’s mark stamped into the metal 
on the weapon. In the eyes of serious collec- 
tors, that significantly defaces the weapon 
which must be in original condition to satis- 
fy their standards. But stamps or no stamps, 
it is scarcity and condition that will sell 
imported pieces, and those stampings re- 
quired since 1968 have not affected prices. 

Bill Rogers of Springfield Sporters, one 
of America’s largest arms importation com- 
panies, believes the concerns are ill- 
founded and that collectors, both old and 
young, will come out ahead in the end. 
‘‘Supply and demand is the name of the 
game. The price will fall off a certain im- 
ported model until they are all sold; then the 
price will go back up as the demand in- 
creases for the depleted stocks.’’ 

He also predicts that a lot of get-rich- 
quick commandos are going to lose their 
boots. ‘‘The U.S. Treasury Department 
{Importation Branch of the Bureau of Alco- 
hol, Tobacco and Firearms] is deluged with 
requests for import licenses. These people 
think they are going to buy, with borrowed 
money, large lots of rare surplus military 
arms and bring them into this country and 
quickly sell them at inflated prices.’’ A 90- 
day moratorium on import licenses (which 
cost $1000) was imposed on the supposed 
effective date of 14 November 1984. When 
that lifts, the competition is going to help 
keep the prices low. 

Peter G. Kokalis, SOF’s military small 
arms editor, is not concerned that his collec- 
tion will be affected. ‘Those collectors who 
had the foresight to purchase mint-condition 
merchandise will not suffer. The majority of 
the arms that will be imported into this 
country will be dredged from the river bot- 
toms. Really fine pieces will always hold 
their value.’’ 

Many collectors have charged that the 
previous military firearms restrictions in 
effect since 1968 were inspired by the U.S. 
arms industry. Industry sources deny the 
charge and say they are delighted with the 
Dole Amendment. Our most highly placed 
source — who doesn’t want to be quoted for 
obvious reasons — says that the industry 
will realize growth and profit from in- 
creased availability of military firearms. 
“*Kids who can’t afford a $500 AR-15 or 
$1000 Mannlicher may be able to buy a, 
say, $50 Argentine Mauser,’’ he com- 
mented. “‘We believe that the loosened im- 
port policy will herald a regeneration of the 
American firearms industry.’’ 

At this point, it’s al] speculation. The 
Treasury Department has neither published 
a BATF Curios and Relics list nor updated 
import regulations. NRA Field Representa- 
tive George Nyfeler believes “‘it might take 
till July for the Dole Amendment to come 
into effect.’ 

Whatever the final outcome following pas- 
sage of the Dole Amendment, collectors like 
me are just itching to see what starts showing 
up in the trade papers this Spring. ® 
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SOF SPECIAL REPORT 


UP AGA 


INST THE 


WALL, MARXIST 


MOTHERS 


El Salvador’s Human Rights Hoax 


by James L. Pate 
Photos by Topaz 


ARXIST insurgents around the world 

will wave the hell out of a flag, many 
of them probably like apple pie, but they 
have no respect for motherhood if recent 
events in El Salvador are any evidence. 
Salvadoran women — many with a distinct 
flair for theatrics — have been organized 
into a group purporting to stand for peace at 
any price in Central America. 

Swallow that lump in your throat. It’s all 
atypical example of communist disinforma- 
tion. 

The ‘‘mothers’’ claim to have lost sons or 
other family members in the fighting be- 
tween communist guerrillas and govern- 
ment forces and the tragedy has supposedly 
driven them to become political. During the 
media event that marked the first meeting 
between communist guerrilla leaders and 
representatives of the Salvadoran govern- 
ment in La Palma last year, they postured, 
posed and protested before banks of whir- 
ring Nikons and mini-cams, claiming to be 
‘a group of mothers and families of politi- 
cal prisoners, and missing and assassinated 
persons in El Salvador.”’ 

They are putting pressure on President 
Jose Napolean Duarte’s government to 
knuckle under to guerrilla demands — no 
matter how ludicrous — so the fighting will 
stop. It’s a familiar ploy aimed at human 
emotions and all the things civilized people 
are supposed to hold sacred. They may have 
taken a cue from the growing MADD 
(Mothers Against Drunk Drivers) move- 
ment in this country, but there is certainly 
no similarity in the sincerity or motivation 
of the people involved. 

The Committee of Mothers —- Comite de 
Madres, as they are known in El Salvador 
— is aclassic example of the power, reach 
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LEFT: The Marxist Mothers exploit 
children such as the boy sitting in doorway 
of this war-scarred building near La Palma. 
Note the marks of heavy-caliber weapons 
fire. OPPOSITE: Despite the innocuous-nun 
look, the women involved with the 
Committee of Mothers spout sinister 
propaganda in La Palma. BELOW: The 
Committee of Mothers wades into a crowd 
of eager reporters in La Palma. Without 
cooperation from the mainstream media, 
the disinformation tactics used by the 
Marxists would never succeed. 
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and influence of the conductors waving 
batons to direct the well-orchestrated sym- 
phony of communist propaganda in Central 
America. If they fail to insert a bayonet in 
the gut of their enemies on the battlefield, 
they will go for the heart with an emotional 
appeal based on a faulty premise. 

The message conveyed by the commun- 
ists through the Committee of Mothers is 
clear: Stop the fighting at all costs so no 
more sons will be lost. No one bothers to 
mention that the sons who are saved will 
have to labor under cruel communist tyran- 
ny for the rest of their lives. The faulty 
premise is equally clear: Submission to 
communism is better than losing sons in the 
fight for freedom. 

Naturally, that doesn’t keep fuzzy think- 
ers in North America from climbing on the 
bandwagon and being taken for a ride. The 
Robert F. Kennedy Foundation has un- 
doubtedly been duped the worst by the 
Committee of Mothers and it has cost the 
organization at least $30,000. That’s the 
amount of a cash award given by the foun- 
dation in recognition of work supposedly 


undertaken on behalf of human rights in El 


Salvador. 

Directors of the RFK Foundation gave 
their first cash award to the Comite de 
Madres shortly after they organized to foster 
and support the late senator’s ‘‘convictions 


... that all individuals have basic rights to - 


participate in the decisions, social and polit- 
ical, that affect their lives.’’ It’s hard to 
argue with the spirit behind such dedication, 
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but lofty motivations won’t mask faulty 
judgement. Fortunately, Foggy Bottom 
bureaucrats had their periscopes up and tor- 
pedoed what could have amounted to a ma- 
jor Marxist propaganda coup. 

In announcing their decision to grant the 

award, the RFK Foundation generated wire 
service stories which cited the Committee of 
Mothers contained members who “‘have 
been imprisoned and sequestered and kill- 
ed’’ because their work ‘‘is so dangerous 
and arduous’’ were presumably based on 
some of that imagination. 
Other reports which said the Committee of 
Mothers contained members who “‘have 
been imprisoned and sequestered and kill- 
ed’’ because their work ‘‘is so dangerous 
and arduous’’ was presumably based on 
some of that imagination. 

The State Department wasn’t buying any 
of it. Quick checks on such contentions 
brought flat denials from State Department 
area experts and the U.S. Embassy in San 
Salvador. The truth of the matter seemed to 
be that if any of the members of the Com- 
mittee of Mothers had been killed, it was 
because they were working in support of 
communist insurgents and terrorists. 

Four of the five politically active young 
women chosen by the Committee of 
Mothers to fly to the United States to accept 
the award from the Robert F. Kennedy 
Foundation were denied entry visas by the 
State Department. The decision was based 
on a State Department official’s consulta- 
tion with U.S. Embassy representatives in 


San Salvador, according to spokesmen for 
both agencies. 

Officials cited Title 212A, subsection 
28F, of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Act, which bars persons professing the use 
of force and acts of violence from entering 
this country. That meant no entry visa for 
Maria Tersa Zula de Canales, Elivia Cosme 
Hernandez Garcia, Consuelo Amenda 
Lemus Salinas and Dilia Haydee Nelgar 
Alvarado, all of whom, according to State 
Department and Washington intelligence 
sources, have been tied by name to Marxist 
guerrilla groups in El Salvador and impli- 
cated in specific terrorist acts. 

So much for the little-old-lady-in-mourn- 
ing scam. 

The State Department notified the Robert 
F. Kennedy Foundation awards selection 
committee of the questionable backgrounds 
of the four women, but the foundation panel 
apparently chose not to back off from their 
avowed support of the Committee of 
Mothers, despite the evidence that they’d 
been had. They announced their intention to 
go ahead with the award ceremony. Four 
empty chairs were placed on stage at the 
ceremony as a symbol of protest against the 
State Department’s decision to keep people 
who had been linked with terrorist activities 
out of the United States. The Committee of 
Mothers might have pulled off a propaganda 
victory in absentia, but a few Washing- 
ton-based reporters turned over yet another 
shovel full of manure. 

The Marxist Mothers were nominated for 
the $30,000 award by a selection panel 
member, Ms. Patricia Derian, who served 
as Assistant Secretary of State for Human 
Rights in the Carter administration. She has 
long been affiliated with the Institute for 
Policy Studies, a Washington-based foreign 
affairs think-tank well-known for support of 
international leftist causes. 

The set-back has not kept the Committee of 
Mothers from continued attempts to manipu- 
late the media in their own country. Garbed in 
black robes and white headgear that inten- 
tionally resembles a nun’s habit, the organiza- 
tion showed up at the first round of El Salva- 
dor’s peace negotiations in La Palma. With 
good financial backing and political organiza- 
tion, they appeared at just the right moment to 
get plenty of attention from the press. Handing 
out propaganda pamphlets as they went, the 
women — many of them clearly too young to 
have children old enough to have been in- 
volved in military or political affairs — 
marched up the main street of La Palma. They 
had obtained and knew how to use electronic 
“bull horns’”’ to amplify their maudlin mes- 
sage and played directly to the largest gaggle 
of reporters, which dutifully zeroed in with 
cameras and tape recorders to give the group 
an intemational forum. 

Maybe some enter-prising reporter will 
continue to track the Marxist Mothers and 
discover how many government soldiers are 
killed by bullets bought with the $30,000 
windfall they got from the Robert F. Ken- 
nedy Foundation. ® 
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SOF LAW 


MORE MER 
THE LAW 


How would a Nicaraguan court have 
charged these men if they’d been captured, 
under new treaty protocols? Left to right: 
Cliff Albright, Comandante Mack of the 
FDN and CMA’s James P. Powell III, killed 
1 September 1984 in a helicopter crash in 
Nicaragua. 


IGNING a treaty and ratifying it are two 
different things. Signing shows that 
representatives agree to the form of the con- 
vention, but approval of what it says only 
comes when governments ratify the conven- 
tion. 

In ‘‘Merc Work: Does the Geneva Con- 
vention Apply?’’ (SOF December ‘84) you 
read that two supplements to the Geneva 
Conventions of 1949 were signed by nearly 
60 nations in 1978. These new supplements 
(called protocols) were not ratified by most 
of the signers. Everybody had agreed that 
this was the document they were talking 
about, but that didn’t mean they were all 
willing to subscribe to it. And much of the 
disagreement revolved around the defini- 
tion of ‘‘mercenary,’’ since Article 47 of 
Protocol J had turned the traditional defini- 
tion of mercenary on its head. 

Formerly, a mercenary was someone 
who fought in foreign force for high pay. 
Foreign contractors weren’t mercs. Even 
some fighters weren’t mercenaries, as long 
as they didn’t hold rank. Most foreign 
advisers, technicians and consultants — 
even short-term contractors — escaped the 
mercenary label simply by not joining a 
foreign army. Now, under Article 47, indi- 
viduals who actually join the armed forces 
of a foreign nation, regardless of pay or 
other motivation, cannot be called merce- 
naries by those countries which have rati- 
fied Protocol I. 

Article 47 defines a mercenary as an indi- 
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etrieval of equipment lost overseas. 


vidual who (a) is recruited abroad to fight, 
(b) takes part in hostilities, (c) gets much 
more pay than locals get for the same job, 
(d) is not a citizen of the parties or nations 
involved in the conflict, (e) is not a member 
of the armed forces involved in the conflict, 
and (f) was not on official duty as a member 


S AND 


of the armed forces of another country. 

Now, before we reconvene the Nurem- 
burg Tribunal for those few who do qualify 
as working mercs, let’s look at the conse- 
quences. Article 47 specifies no punish- 
ment, and there is no ‘‘crime’’ of being a 
mercenary under the Geneva Convention or, 
its protocols. A captured fighter judged a’ 
mercenary under the definitions of Protocol 
I merely doesn’t have the protections of 
POW status. But the soldier-for-hire isn’t 
completely at the mercy of his captors, 
either. 

Article 75 draws guidelines for protection 
of non-POW captives. The victors can’t 
murder, torture or threaten the non-POW. 
Indeed, signers of the convention and its 
protocols may only try him in a regularly 
convened court of law. Since the codes of 
some countries grant little protection to their 
citizens, Article 75 further specifies guaran- 
tees of rights based on major nations’ laws. 

Only about two dozen countries had rati- 
fied the protocols when ‘‘Merc Work’’ was 
written. But now more than 40 nations 
claim to guarantee these rights to captured 
combatants, though some refuse to ratify 
Protocol I, with its mercenary definitions. 

Presented here is a list of the nations that 
have ratified Protocol I. Would-be mercs 
are well-advised to check that line-up care- 
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You don’t need to be a survivalist to want to survive, but you do need SURVIVE Magazine. 


If you’re interested in the here and now of survival, in adventure that’s happening right now, you're 
interested in SURVIVE Magazine — and we’re interested in you! 
% 


You’re interested in guns and gear of all kinds — from a user’s standpoint. Each month, SURVIVE will 
cover the latest in weapons and equipment. And we won't pull any punches, you'll get the good with the 
bad. 


SURVIVE Magazine is taking a new direction, survival as a hands-on proposition. Don’t wait for 
something to happen, prepare for it. By subscribing to SURVIVE you'll be one step ahead. Each month 
we'll provide our readers with real survival skills for real survival situations — you’ll be ready for 
anything and will be able to adapt to any situation. You'll get the straight scoop on how to practice 
survival techniques. Our experts, people who live and breathe survivalism, will provide mental- 
preparation tips and backwoods tricks for your survival. 


If self-reliance is your goal, you need SURVIVE Magazine. SURVIVE promises guns, gear, action and 
adventure. We will keep you on top of everything that will keep you alive. Prepare for the future, 
subscribe to SURVIVE! 
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HE mission keeps evolving. Do more 

work with the same inadequate num- 
ber of people. There’s nothing the paltry 
group of 55 U.S. military trainers in El 
Salvador can do about it but bitch among 
themselves and get on with the task despite 
the frustrations of having their hands tied by 
political considerations. Making waves 
might swamp the leaky boat in which the 
soldiers float through thei ussignment in 
Central America. 

Those considerations don’t maks the 
situation any easier to handle — or any more 
justifiable in the eyes of a growing numer of 
Americans. The Salvadoran military has 
doubled and tripled in size since U.S. assis- 
tance began but the number of authorized 
U.S. trainers has been obslinately kept at 
the same inadequate level. Enter the private 
sector of American society, particularly 
Soldier of Fortune training teams. 

SOF’s training assistance has included 
numerous missions to help El Salvador’s 
Army and Air Force, which includes the 
only airborne-qualified anti-terrorist bat- 
talion in the country’s military establish- 
ment. The paratroopers are in effect E] Sal- 
vador’s primary special operations, quick- 
reaction force and a natural attraction to 
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SOF trainers, most of whom have similar 
military backgrounds. : 

Headquartered at Ilopango Air Force 
Base a few miles outside San Salvador, the 
Airborne Battalion denied communist guer- 
rillas a major victory last summer. Only 
three hours after a major insurgent attack on 
the hydroelectric dam at Cerron Grande, 
which provides over half of the nation’s 
electricity, the Airborne Battalion — 
spearheaded by its Deep Reconnaissance 
Platoon (DRP) — deployed in the area, 
overcame several ambushes and routed the 
enemy. This operation and others that fol- 
lowed clearly demonstrated the need for a 
high level of expertise in the DRP and a 
continuing training program to combat a 
high rate of attrition in the special opera- 
tions unit. 

In order to follow up on training begun 
with the DRP in June 1984, and to assist the 
rest of the Airborne Battalion in any way I 
could, I returned to Ilopango during 
November and December as an SOF- 
sponsored trainer. The battalion comman- 
der was glad to see me return and we quickly 
agreed on a curriculum concentrating on the 
DRP, given my Marine Corps Force Recon 
combat background. We set up a grueling 
training schedule, including insertion by 
rappelling, operation and employment of 


Claymore mines and preventive mainte- 
nance procedures for communications 
equipment and weapons. 

DRP is made up of less than 100 person- 
nel hand-picked from the the Airborme Bat- 
talion., Their mission is to gather intel and 
conduct hunter-killer ops against the Gs. 
Insertion includes sea, land and air options. 
Available in their weapons inventory are 
Mlé6s, M60s, M79s and 60mm mortars. 


GUERRILLA WAR 
EXPERT 


Harry Claflin should be increasingly 
familiar to readers of Soldier of Fortune. 
His extensive background in counterin- 
surgency warfare tactics and security 
techniques — both in the military and as 
a private-sector, government-contracted 


consultant — has made him a valuable 
asset during three separate SOF training 
missions in Central America. He has 
helped trained Army and Air Force regu- 
lars in El Salvador and anti-Sandinista 
guerrillas struggling in Nicaragua to re- 
take their country from the Soviet- 
backed communist regime. His six-year 
Marine Corps enlistment included three 
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Fortunately, the airborne DRP troopers - 


were in from the field and we were able to 
Start right away with basic rappelling topics 
such as knots, the various seats and their 
practical applications, plus safety meas- 
ures. It was difficult to get some of the more 
motivated recon troops to observe those as I 
discovered later in training. 

The original plan was to give all the DRP 
troops a chance to go down the 75-foot 
training wall four or five times before trying 
rappels from the free-fall side of the tower. 
The DR platoon commander thought that 
was a waste of time. After all his men had 
made a single wall descent, the lieutenant 
announced the second trip would be a free- 
fall. He had more confidence than I did but 
it was hard to argue with his rationale. 
Hueys, the primary air asset for inserting the 
DRP in enemy-held territory, do not have 
walls hanging off their skids, he said. 

They caught on quickly and I wondered 
whether it was a matter of motivation, fear 
— or both. It wasn’t long before their com- 
petitive spirit was kindled and they were 
having races to see who could reach the 
ground first. As the competition stiffened, 
troopers used their brakes less and less. One 
young soldier finally decided, what the hell, 
the brake just slows you down. He won his 
heat, but busted his ass. 

By the fourth day, the recon trainees were 
ready and anxious for their first rappel from 
a Huey. I had more misgivings, this time 
about the helo crew. Holding a steady hover 
while the aircraft becomes lighter with the 
departure of descending troops can be tricky 
for inexperienced pilots. Our crew chief had 
never run a rappelling exercise before and I 
had to rig my own ‘‘doughnut’’ cable 
through the C-rings on the floor of the Huey 
to anchor the rappelling ropes. As an added 
safety measure, [hooked up a comm helmet 
and tested it to make sure I could talk to the 
pilot in case anything went wrong. A major 
training injury would erode the DRP troop- 
ers’ confidence in this new insertion tech- 
nique. 

As the first stick of excited recon troopers 
approached the chopper to board and hook 
up, I carefully checked each Swiss seat to 
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make sure it was correctly tied and ade- 
quately secured. Each snap-link or carabin- 
er was in the gate-up position. We were 
ready. 

With four men hooked securely to the 
central anchor and rope bags in place, I gave 
the crew chief a thumbs-up and the aging 
Huey staggered into the air. We were over 
the training DZ shortly after lift-off and the 
pilots descended to a hover about 90 feet off 
the deck as I had instructed them to do. We 
deployed the rope bags and three seconds 
later we had four rappel lines, each with 
about 10 feet of slack on the ground, 
swaying under the bird. 

Then came the dicey part. I spoke to the 
pilot and let him know I was putting people 
out onto the skids. He held a rock-solid 
hover while I motioned for all four DRP 
troopers to stand outside the door. Shifting 
from left pair to right pair, I reminded them 
that they must all deploy at once on com- 
mand. If someone hesitated too long, we 
could have a disaster on our hands. They 
nodded acknowledgement of the warning 
and tensed on the landing skids with brake 
hands holding the rappelling line at mid- 
back and leading hands loosely holding the 
rope above them. They bounced slightly to 
test the brake and stood ready to push off 
with their legs. 

From the grins on their wind-burned 
faces I could see they didn’t realize this was 
the most critical part of any rappelling op- 
eration from a Huey. If all four men do not 
deploy at the same time, the chopper can 
quickly become unbalanced and possibly 
crash if the pilot is not on the ball enough to 
compensate quickly. U.S. Marine recon- 
naissance trainers have been known to take 
hesitant first-time Huey rappellers by the 
collar and shove them off the strut to make 
sure everyone deploys at the same time. 

Our troopers didn’t hesitate a second after 


. I gave the signal to go. We fell rapidly intoa 


pattern of brief touchdown to pick up 
another stick, get airborne to a hover, rappel 
and do it again until everyone had made at 
least one descent from the bird. The DRP 
troopers ate it up like beans and rice. By the 
next day they were deploying from the 
Hueys with full combat loads. At sunset on 
the second day of instruction we had one 
mighty bored helicopter pilot, a tired gringo 
instructor and a Deep Reconnaissance Pla- 
toon chomping at the bit to be inserted into 
Indian country by rappelling out of a heli- 
copter. As far as I was concerned, that 
needed to wait until we could do something 
about the condition of their weapons. 

Preventive maintenance tends to be 
catch-as-catch-can when you’re fighting a 
real war with inadequate training. I wanted 
to do something about that by convincing 
the DRP troopers that it was a vital aspect of 
life insurance on the battlefield. It wasn’t 
going to be as easy as the rappelling instruc- 
tion. 

The DRP CO said his men had no clean- 
ing equipment or supplies. With the help of 
some friends in the logistics business, I 
scrounged the needed items and began 
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teaching his men how to clean and maintain 
M16rifles and M60 machine guns. In return 
for the supplies, the DRP CO agreed to let 
me hold a daily weapons inspection. 

On Monday, when the DRP fell out for 
my first inspection, the weapons had 
obviously had some attention. But I found 
mud on many of the buttplates, and others 
were still pitted with rust on the metal of the 
receiver groups. These discrepancies were 
apparently within the limits of acceptability 
for the Salvadoran Army. I advised them 
differently by emphasizing the danger of 
carrying an uncared-for weapon. There 
were also front and rear sights rusted in 
place, broken gas rings, bolts that had never 
been cleaned. Chambers and barrels, de- 
spite some attention, were still dirty. 

I was a bit depressed until I got to the 
machine guns. Then I got really depressed. 
The M60 is the only throw-away, belt-fed 
general-purpose machine gun ever made. 
Its chronic maintenance problems are com- 
pounded in El Salvador because there is 
rarely an armory handy to repair the weapon 
every other day. My job was further compli- 
cated because these three M60s had never 
been properly cleaned, so the gas systems 
on each one had not been taken down for 
cleaning and all the pistons were rusted in 
place. None would work properly. 
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ABOVE: Learning proper ambush 
basics is essential to survival for recon 
units. SOF students practice in the 
bush. LEFT: Preparing to deploy from 
the struts of a Huey, DRP member 
pauses to ‘‘watch that last step.”’ 
BELOW: A Deep Recon Platoon 
member waits to hook up for his first 
helo rappel. Their enthusiasm for 
training became evident as races 
developed to see who could get on the 
ground fastest. 
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RIGHT: Sometimes the best friend of a 
deep recon member when in the Land 
of the Bad Guy, a claymore mine is set 
up by student during SOF training 
course. BELOW RIGHT: DRP 
member at El Salvador’s Llopango 
AFB displays an old FN heavy-barrel. 
BELOW: Deep Recon Platoon member 
in hiding aims his M60 at imaginary 
enemy during ambush exercise. 
Gung-ho students can’t wait for chance 
to dispatch real Gs to the ‘‘People’s 
Paradise of the Marxist Dream.”’ 
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After this first inspection, I immediately 
advised each squad leader that it would be 
his responsibility to see that each weapon in 
the unit was cleaned to my specifications for 
each morning inspection. ‘‘My specifica- 
tions’’ meant spending most of several days 
cleaning weapons with a vengence. 

While the DRP troops grumbled and 
sweated over their weapons, I moved on to 
inspect the condition of the platoon’s old 
PRC-77 transceivers. Like the M60s, the 
comm equipment had been grossly neg- 
lected. No one had taught them there was a 
need for maintenance. 

Of the seven radios I checked in the DRP, 
only two worked. Batteries had been left in 
them while they were in garrison storage, 
none of the batteries had been dated and 
battery usage logs had not been kept. I got 
rueful shrugs in response to my questions 
about the age of the power sources. 

Three of five PRC-77s were inoperable 
because they were off frequency from too 
much banging around in the field. In El 
Salvador’s military there are none of the 
sophisticated fifth-echelon maintenance 
services commonly available to U.S. 
RTOs. It was time for a familiar field expe- 
dient. I used a radio I knew to be on frequen- 


Continued on page 80 
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ESPITE my Dad’s best efforts to keep my nose buried 

in Boy’s Life, | managed to evade, escape and spend 
my formative years down in the trenches with Sgt. Rock and 
the Combat-Happy Joes of Easy Company. The comic book 
format had nothing to do with my affinity. In fact, Superman, 
Plasticman, Spiderman and even the venerable Green 
Hornet ended up as drop-cloths when I oiled the chain on 
my Schwinn. What I wanted was a role model for a budding 
professional soldier. Sgt. Rock provided that — and more. 

Like any American kid with a latent maniacal bent, I was 
particularly fascinated with the automatic weapons Easy 
Company’s gutsy gravel-crunchers used to dispatch Krauts 
and/or Nips. Rock was never without his trusty Thompson, 
Chief, the Indian, humped a BAR, and the freckle-faced Kid 
— my main man — was an artist on the ass-end of a 
Browning M1919A4 light machine gun. Hirohito’s hordes 
never stood a chance when they Banzai’ed into the blazing 
muzzle of The Kid’s gun. 

BUDDA — BUDDA — BUDDA! 

Al — EEEEEEE!!!! 

It’s the sound of war when you're 12. And it’s the sort of 
thing that makes you want to be a machine-gunner when 
you grow up and get a uniform of your own. 

Unfortunately, my Drill Instructor in the U.S. Marine Corps 
— aman who did his recreational reading in the Landing 
Party Manual — thought Sgt. Rock was some sort of faggot 
and informed me that he frankly didn’t give a big rat's ass if I 
ever became a Combat-Happy Joe — in Easy Company or 
anywhere else. Staff Sergeant Newman burst a lot of my 
pre-Boot-Camp bubbles but the unkindest cut of all was his 
announcement at the tail end of my training that no 
left-handed puke would ever be a machine-gunner in his 
Marine Corps. 

I was doomed to purgatory in an 81mm mortar platoon 
but I never lost faith. Somewhere, sometime I was going to 
find a way to BUDDA — BUDDA — BUDDA and make 
some slopeheaded slimeball Al — EEEEEEE! My big chance 
came in Vietnam shortly after Tet 1968. 

The Combat-Happy Joes of Echo Company (I tried, but 
they wouldn’t let me change the designation to Easy), 
Second Battalion, 3rd Marines were sweeping along a sandy 
peninsula south of Hue, searching for the remnants of the 
NVA 5th Regiment which had managed to escape the brutal 


Emma Gee Al Nordeen, a Phoenix PD helo pilot when he’s 
not helping SOF test-fire weapons, cuts loose with his AK 
rigged with a drum magazine. The lash-up gave him some 

stoppage trouble when he ran it through the Wadi Assault 

Course. 


SOF Executive Editor Dale Dye broke out day-desert 
camouflage for his run through the Wadi Assault Course 
which was complicated with green smoke for his benefit. 
The Colt Commando version of the basic M16 did well for 
Dye during the run. 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 39 


SOF military small arms editor Kokalis found himself totally 


enamored with the new FN M249 Squad Automatic Weapon. 


Sgt. Rock and the Combat-Happy Joes of Easy Company 
would have been proud of Dye’s performance with the 
Thompson. Despite its age, weight and relatively low muzzle 
velocity, the Thompson is still a formidable fighter in tight 
situations. 


One of Dye’s (and Kokalis’) least favorites among the exotic 
weaponry displayed for the Emma Gee shoot was the 
7.62mm NATO version of the M16 known as the AR-10. The 
weapon was all but uncontrollable in full-auto from the 
off-hand position. 
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fighting for control of the city. We had been told that sailors 
manning Swift Boats had sunk a flotilla of sampans headed 
for our area to evacuate the surviving NVA. Some weenie 
from Regimental S-2 also allowed as how there couldn’t be 
many gooks dug in on the peninsula and they had been so 
badly demoralized that they’d probably break and run rather 
than stand and fight 

As usual, it was bullshit. 

Everyone else in Vietnam must have been able to skate 
that day in March 1968 because all the NVA in the whole 
world seemed to be in our AO and they opened up on us as 
we pushed through a scraggly pine forest. The incoming 
mowed into us from the right flank. We went to ground 
nursing a plus-four pucker factor and stared at a linear clump 
of trees and bushes which seemed to wink and wave with 
muzzle flashes and back-blast from B-40 rockets being 
pumped at us. If they were going to get this upset over our 
little battalion-sized sweep, you’d have thought the bastards 
would hang out a No Trespassing sign or something. 

Between us and a veritable labyrinth of bunkers and 
hard-points was a flat stretch of open sand: no cover, no 
concealment, no anything but sand swept by interlocking 
bands of enemy fire. Naturally, we were ordered to get up off 
our lazy asses and move across it. 

Our CO must have been a closet comic book freak. | 
recognized the signs. In classic Sgt. Rock fashion, he ordered 
the company to pivot right on the base of fire laid down by 
one of our M60s. That move brought us face-on to the gook 
defenders dug in across the sandy stretch and we began to 
move out of cover in fireteam rushes. | sprinted across the 
sand like a horny camel headed for a big date at the oasis. 
Running in front of me with linked ammo belts flapping in 
the wind was Lance Corporal Beebe, one of our best 
machine-gunners, and his A-gunner, Smales the Shitbird. 

Suddenly, Smales did a pratfall and uttered his infamous 
battle cry: ‘‘Ah, fuck! Why me?” A burst of AK fire had cut 
his legs out from underneath him. That left Beebe heading 
for a nearby berm to set up covering fire with only a 
50-round teaser belt in the gun. Easy’s Topkick would have 
been proud of my next move. 

Pausing only long enough to inform Smales the Shitbird 
that I did not have the foggiest idea why him, I stripped off 
his extra ammo belts and became part of a machine-gun 
team. Beebe had already burned through his teaser belt by 
the time I flopped down next to him and his smoking M60. 
Popping the feed cover, I stuck in the first rounds of a fresh 
belt and shouted burst corrections into Beebe’s ear as he 
raked the area to our front with fire. The primary targets 
were enemy machine guns in a series of three bunkers about 
50 meters from our position. They were tough nuts to crack. 
We had a lot of BUDDA — BUDDA — BUDDA going here 
but I couldn’t hear any Al — EEEEEEEs, In one next few 
seconds I found out why. 

Somewhat pissed off by the hammering our gun was doing 
on their front door, two gook riflemen picked up their AKs 
and flanked us. Before I could get my M16 trained on them, 
they managed to put a burst into Beebe. He wasn’t hit bad 
— shoulder, arm and leg — but he was out of the gunner 
business. And I was in — at last. 

I’ve forgotten a lot about Vietnam, but I will never forget 
the feel of that big, hot gun hammering into my left shoulder. 
The empty casings rattling off my helmet didn’t distract me a 
bit and, according to Lance Corporal Beebe who watched 
my act while trying to keep himself from bleeding to death, I 
did a good job as a gunner. The powers that were in those 
days finally forced me to give the gun up to a more 
competent man, but I never forgot the thrill and fulfillment of 
that day. It’s likely the reason I jumped at the chance to 
spend a long weekend in the Sonora desert when SOF’s 
Military Small Arms Editor Peter Kokalis called. 

His message was typically cryptic. “Emma Gees. Many 
machine guns. You shoot. Come. Bring Fatso Guthrie.”” He 
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didn’t need to say more. Emma Gee is a name Peter derived 
(from MG, the military abbreviation for machine gun) for the 
team of collectors and enthusiasts who help him stage the 
popular automatic weapons firepower demonstrations at SOF 
Conventions. They were going to gather at the site of an 
abandoned mica mine in a remote, desolate part of the 
Arizona badlands outside Phoenix to let ’em rock and roll. 
Peter was offering me a chance to relive some of the 
highlights of my long service career — and an opportunity to 
look inside myself at that odd fascination which made me a 
military man. 

It’s odd how instincts and reactions come pouring in to 
alter your demeanor when you put yourself in familiar 
situations or change your environment to resemble them. As 
we rolled into the desert, Peter’s van was packed with 
weapons and people wearing battle dress uniforms. Closing 
. my eyes to feel the slow roll of the vehicle as the driver 
negotiated around nuts and boulders in the road, | felt like I 
was headed for an assault in an amphibian tractor or 
armored personnel carrier. Automatically, I did all the right 
things: kept my head up and swiveling, scanned the terrain 
for suspicious movement, searched for potential ambush sites 
and slipped a magazine into the Steyr AUG Bullpup Peter 
wanted me to test-fire. 

Approaching the free-fire zone, | got a jolt that nearly 
made me trigger a burst into friendlies. A red flare arched 
into the inky sky. Every Vietnam Veteran remembers that 
signal. Enemy in the wire. Open fire on targets of 
opportunity. Before I could remind myself of the realities, our 
headlights illuminated two cammie-clad figures cradling M16s 
and guarding the road. SOF Senior Editor Bill Guthrie leaned 
forward to ID them. Emma Gees Marty Hart and Sam 
Urschel were the advance party for the shoot. 

While Guthrie erected a shelter against the cold desert 
wind, I dropped my rucksack, accepted a beer and got a 
briefing from Hart on the weekend’s scheduled activities. The 
remainder of the crew was due at the site sometime the next 
day when they would show up with an incredible array of 
weapons for me to fire. The idea was to see what sort of 
reactions or memories would be triggered in my 
brain-housing group when I cranked rounds through 
weapons I had — or had not — used in my career. 

Also on tap was a sniper-style marksmanship exercise using 
bundles of dynamite as targets and a special ‘Wadi Course”’ 
which would test reactions and close combat skills. For some 
strange reason, I insisted on taking a walk around the site 
before crawling into my sleeping bag. Checking the 
perimeter, I guess. Old habits die hard. 

Shortly after reveille the next morning Bob Hall and Will 
Kurz arrived at our desert CP to begin setting up a devious, 
difficult course of quick-reaction-fire exercises in a deep, 
rutted wadi behind the firing line. No one was allowed to 
watch since advance intelligence on target locations or 
situations would provide an unfair advantage for the shooters 
who were going to run the route with the weapon of their 
choice. | walked down to the firing line to help Kokalis 
worship at the shrine of Mother Deuce. 

Peter's affinity for the venerable M2 HB .50-caliber MG 
has been well documented in the pages of SOF, but you’ve 
got to see him caress the big Browning to understand the 
true depth of feeling involved. This was no ‘‘screw it in flush 
and back off two clicks’ exercise. Touting the attributes of 
the gun as he worked, Peter flipped the combination tool 
around like a Filipino HUK brandishing a butterfly knife. He 
headspaced and timed the gun quickly and then grudgingly 
allowed me to load a belt of ammo. Firing a series of single 
rounds he massaged the traversing and elevating device to 
zero the weapon on a distant target. I’d seen that sort of 
machine gun marksmanship and trigger control before. 

During the monsoon season of 1967, my battalion was 
sent up to the DMZ to relieve a unit of the 9th Marines who 
had been sweating out a deadly NVA artillery pounding at 
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bullpup design of a Steyr AUG before placing the weapon in 
Executive Editor Dale Dye’s hands for a test on the Sonora 
Desert firing line. 


Con Thien. After dropping packs and Willy-Peter bags in the 
muddy bunkers abandoned by our predecessors on the hill, 
we got an orientation tour of the tight 1,100-meter perimeter 
around the ‘Place of Angels.” The hilltop, teeming with 
bunkers and packed with Marines, made a tight target for 
NVA 122mm artillery gunners in defilade positions across the 
Ben Hai River. A buddy advised me to move my gear to a 
bunker on the forward perimeter since the majority of the 
incoming rourids tended to fall long, targeted on the CP 
bunkers and Battalion Aid Station located on the reverse 
slope. That’s where I got to know Gunny Ski, the best 
.50-caliber marksman in the world. 

He was bitching about having to ‘‘sit up here on this 
goddamn pimple and nursemaid McNamara’s dumb-ass 
electronic fence.” Gunny Ski said he’d had enough of 
defending hills when he was in Korea and everyone else 
could flog their logs in the bunkers if they wanted to, but he 
was going to engage in some offensive combat, by God. Our 
CO nixed the Gunny’s original proposal to lead a bayonet 
attack on the NVA troopers we could clearly see going about 
their daily camp routine in North Vietnam, but he did 
authorize “‘prudent offensive measures to keep the enemy off 
balance in his sanctuary across the DMZ.” Gunny Ski 
interpreted that to mean he could blow the cocky bastards 
away. 

No ordinary sniping rifle would do for the Gunny, He 
wanted to make a big impresssion on the North Vietnamese 
just as he’d done on distant Chinese troopers back in 1951. 
Gunny Ski disappeared for a few days and then returned to 
the hill driving a gaggle of replacements who humped the 
components of a .50-caliber machine gun, ammo and a 
spotting scope up to my position. Ordering us to sandbag the 
gun and keep our grubby mitts off the T&E device, the 
Gunny announced he was going to commence sniping with 
the M2. We hooted about brain-damaged Lifers until he 
showed us what the weapon could do in the hands of an 
experienced gunner. 

His target was a wise-ass NVA sentry who stood his post 
on the other side of the Ben Hai in plain view of the Marines 
on Con Thien. No small arm in our arsenal had been able to 
touch him and he knew it. An arty FO estimated the G-T 
distance at around 1,200 meters — very near the max 
effective range for the gun. That didn’t bother Gunny Ski, He 
got down behind the gun, squinted through the scope and 
began to gingerly squeeze off rounds. We must have had 
every pair of field glasses in the battalion up on the line, 
watching as he fired. He observed the impact and adjusted 
the T&E device to bring himself on target. 

After four rounds, the NVA sentry showed some 
discomfort. He kept staring around as though he were 
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Using Dye as A-gunner and spotter, Kokalis zeroed his 


favorite rattle gun, the Browning .50-caliber M2 HB. Ma 
Deuce stole the show on the Sonora Desert firing line. 


searching for some big-assed insect that kept buzzing him. At 
the fifth round, he did a carnival cartwheel and dropped to 
the deck like a wet sandbag. Most of his upper chest was 
crimson goo. Gunny Ski had nailed the sentry at a fantastic 
range, sniping with the .50 caliber. 

Kokalis liked that story. He also liked his brand-new, 
hard-hitting M249 FN Squad Automatic Weapon and left to 
take the SAW through the Wadi Course. Peter probably 
would.have stayed on the firing line a little longer but he was 
no big fan of some of the other exotic guns being carried out 
by Marty Hart and Phoenix Police helicopter pilot Al 
Nordeen. An avid weapons collector, Nordeen was humping 
an AK that had been fitted with a drum magazine. I'd 
certainly seen my share of Kalashnikovs, but nowhere in 
Southeast Asia or the Middle East had I seen one with a 
drum hanging in place of the familiar curved box magazine. 

Savoring the familiar feel of the AK, I knelt to line the 
sights and cranked a few off into the desert sand. It was eerie 
staring at tall cactus through that hooded front sight. How 
many times had an enemy soldier seen the same picture with 
me perched at 12 o'clock on the front sight blade? At least 
once, I was dead certain. The scars throbbed painfully as | 
triggered bursts through the AK. 

Somehow the sound seemed different from behind the 
gun. I couldn’t detect the familiar crack that we’d learned to 
single out and identify immediately on the noisy battlefields 
of Vietnam. Nordeen noticed my confusion, reloaded his 
drum and backed off about 25 meters with the gun. I closed 
my eyes at the first bark from the muzzle of the AK. There it 
is. That’s the sound that used to make my balls crawl. The 
roar of the AK hauled me back to Hue, back to Beirut — 
and back to my senses. _~ 

Hart stepped forward with two SMGs he thought I might 
recall having handled before, The unsinkable Sten was fun to 
fire but held no real memories for me. I'd seen them in Asia 
and in several Mediterranean countries, but stayed away from 
picking one up because they really are a right-hander’s 
weapon, I'd learned to fire fairly well from both shoulders 
over the years, but my reactions in combat tended to be 
instinctive. Without thinking, I’d probably pop a Sten up into 
my left shoulder and the weight of a loaded magazine would 
pull me off an aim-point. 

Then there was the Thompson...ah, the venerable 
chopper, the choice of Sgt. Rock and the featured firearm of 
many Marine assaults during the island-hopping campaigns of 
the Pacific during World War II. This was the original star of 
the military rock & roll show back for a return engagement 
and it held a magazine full of memories for me. 

Fighting with the 5th Marines in Hue during Tet 1968, a 
buddy and I wandered into an abandoned ARVN armory 
and helped ourselves from a buffet table that included 
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practically every weapon that had appeared and then 
disappeared from the American arsenal since before WWII. 
He policed up an M2 carbine and I became the proud owner 
of an M1A1 Thompson. That chopper was a champion in 
house-to-house fighting although the weight of extra loaded 
magazines got a bit cumbersome after a few days. Low 
muzzle velocity behind a blob of .45-caliber lead did a lot of 
damage on both hard and soft targets. 

During a running battle with a retreating platoon of NVA 
we swept into an abandoned temple. It appeared to be 
empty and we were turning our backs to leave when I caught 
movement with my peripheral vision. A shadow flickered 
behind a large bronze casting of the Lord Buddha. Throwing 
the Thompson into my shoulder, I braced and pounded 
rounds into Buddha's protruding belly. The statue collapsed 
to reveal an NVA NCO who had been waiting in ambush. 
The Thompson slugs had penetrated nicely and ended his 
career. And they told me Sgt. Rock only carried a Thompson 
because it looked good. 

Handgun expert Mark Yuen showed up before I could 
burn the barrel out of Hart’s Thompson and hauled me away 
to practice the Weaver shooting stance. I’d managed to 
qualify for years on Marine Corps ranges with the standard 
M1911A1 .45 semiauto pistol, but the shooting stance they 
taught was nothing like the isometric Weaver position. Using 
a new Colt Series 70 purchased for me by Kokalis, | was 
able to put five quick rounds into a very tight pattern at 
ranges up to 20 meters. Where was Yuen when | was 
struggling to hit the bull in the ass with those issue bass 
fiddles they gave us in the Corps? 

Yuen also reintroduced me to the MAC Models 10 and 11. 
The first one I'd seen was hanging under the sweaty armpit 
of some COORDS dude we’d rescued after a pitched battle 
at Quang Ngai. He’d been surrounded for two days by VC 
troopers and was so happy to be pulled out of it that he let 
me play with his MAC 10 as much as | wanted. It was an 
experimental model much like the original Yuen brought with 
him into the desert. It was also a bullet hose with little value 
at ranges greater than about 25 meters maximum. The 
effectiveness has not been changed in the Model 10 or the 
smaller Model 11, but it was fun to fondle the little beasts 
again and punch designs into targets that couldn’t shoot 
back. 

Kokalis ruined the reverie by informing me it was time for 
my run through the Wadi Course. SOF Senior Editor Guthrie 
had blazed his way through recently and was now locked in 
a two-way tie for best score with another shooter. That would 
never do. 

Range Officer Bob Hall met me at the entrance to the 
deep wadi which snaked through the desert flanked by high 
walls covered with cactus and scrub brush. I had borrowed 
Sam Urschel’s Colt Commando version of the basic M16 to 
run the gamut. I faced a fairly basic assault course dotted 
with silhouette targets strategically located at every twist in 
the trail and camouflaged along the hillsides. The idea was to 
spot, engage and hit each target or group of targets at ranges 
and under conditions reasonable enough for the Range 
Officer to presume you would have survived their fire. Fair 
enough, but Hall and partner Will Kurz had done their terrain 
appreciation work. 

There were two close calls with targets tucked tightly in the 
folds of the wadi. I put close-range, passing bursts into both, 
recalling the time I had walked right up to an NVA asleep in 
his fighting hole somewhere in the foothills surrounding An 
Hoa. Apparently Hall had some similar experience. He let me 
get away with it. Bill Guthrie sabotaged my clean sweep by 
popping a green smoke grenade in my path. He claimed it 
was for photographic purposes. | insisted it was designed to 
make me walk right up to a cluster of five targets simulating a 
road junction ambush party. 


Continued on page 82 
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| RD-CORE. 
EROICS AT THE 
OZEN CHOSI 


by Robert C. McNally, USMC (Ret.) 
As told to James M. Perry, USA (Ret.) 


6 6 Q@\ ONOFABITCH, Marines. We kill! 
Sonofabitch, Marines, you die!’’ 
A thousand Chinese voices echoed across 
4 Hill 1223. The sound would have been fun- 
ny if it didn’t hurt so badly ringing in the  wifds out of Manchuria that chilled the 20- 
frostbitten ears of some 200 Item Company _ below temperature another 40 degrees, the 
Marines hunkered to their hips in soggy, pidgin English death threats filled every 
snow-filled fighting holes rocky crevice with haunting sound andthen 
just below the crest of | faded with the howling wind along 20 deso- 

the hill. Lashed late miles of Chosin Reservoir’s frozen | 
along by 25 mph __- wastes. Bayonets fixed, we braced to repel 
~~ another Chinese human wave attack. It 
wouldn’t be long now before we’d 
have to see if our frozen trigger 
fingers would still work. There 
was no way any of us could 
know or be concerned , 
with what was 
happening 


— 
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back at the division’s home base at balmy 
Camp Pendleton. General Merrill Twining, 
commander of the Replacement and Train- 
ing outfit laboring to send us trained men to 
fill the decimated ranks, grabbed at an 
urgently ringing phone on his desk. 
“‘Géneral, we just received a message 
that the Chinese have the Ist Marine Divi- 
sion surrounded.’’ Twining’s breathless 
aide broke the incredible news. It was true 
according to reports reaching Camp Pendle- 
ton from the battlefield. One of General 
Sung Shin-lun’s three army groups had 
crossed into North Korea, and 10 Chinese 
divisions, about 100,000 Manchurian 
troops, completely encircled 15,000 
Marines near an obscure North Korean re- 
servoir. ° 


HE WAS THERE 


Marine Corporal Robert C. McNally 
was medically retired after being shot in 
the left leg in a face-to-face encounter 


with a Chinese rifleman at Korea's Cho- 
sin Reservoir. McNally promptly dis- 
patched the communist trooper to the 
Land of Ancestors but that did not keep 
him in the Korean War. The wound 
eventually required amputation of his 
left leg below the knee, and frostbite he 
suffered while lying in a frozen foxhole 
awaiting Medevae also cost McNally his 
right foot. 
MeNally saw his platoon sergeant, Jim 
-Perry, for the last time when the two 
Purple Heart winners parted ways at a 
U.S. Navy hospital in Japan following 
their evacuation from Korea. Both of 
them were sure of that. But 34 years later, 
McNally, a devoted SOF reader, noticed 
that a Jim Perry was a regular contributor 
to the magazine. McNally made contact 
and a joyous reunion — as well as this 
article — resulted, Perry, who left the 
Corps after Korea (o become an officer in 
U.S. Army Special Forces under the 
tutelage of Colonel Arthur D. “Bull” 
Simons, offered his editorial assistance 
to MeNally in telling the story. 
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“Well, young man,’’ Twining told the 
aide, ‘‘all I can say is that I’m damned sorry 
for those Chinamen.’’ Back in Korea, we 
were beginning to feel a little sorry for 
ourselves. 

Leathernecks of Item Company, 3rd 
Battalion, 7th Marines, holding a flank 
position on top of Hill 1223, were locked in 
a desultory and deadly embrace with two 
Chinese battalions. I was one of them. 

Our surviving Marines clung tenaciously 
to a snow-covered, 10-foot-wide razorback 
ridge, refusing to fall back, yet incapable of 
stopping the suicide charge we knew would 
come. It was as if Item had been marked to 
die. The funeral was set for 0530, 2 Decem- 
ber. 

When the sun came up, the first two 


Marine Pfc. Robert C, McNally is 
awarded the Purple Heart for wounds 
received in Korea. 


Of the men originally in their Korea 
unit — “‘Item’’ Company, 3rd Batta- 
lion, 7th Marines, Ist Marine Division 
— at the fierce and famous battle of the 
**Frozen Chosin,” only a very few sur- 
vived to make the miraculous march to 
the sea and salvation from POW camps 
in North Korea. To their knowledge only 
McNally, Perry, Pete Orozco, Richard 
**Dick’’ Throm, Ed **Sully’’ Sullivan, 
Alfred Thomas, Brynholf ‘‘Johnny’* 
Johnson, Ed Nullinger and — perhaps 
— a few others made it al) the way 
home. After being wounded, McNally 
was dragged back into his unit’s lines by 
Orozco and Bob Talley, whose face was 
streaming blood from his own wounds, 
Although McNally begged Talley to stay 
with him, Talley picked up his rifle and 
went back up the hill. Not among the 
POWs exchanged in the ““Big Switch.” 
he was never secn again. And as McNal- 
ly and Perry recall in their recounting of 
the heroic struggle with the Chinese 
hordes, ‘the rest of Item Company 
simply disappeared."’ Soldier of Fortune 
is proud to tell the story.” 


Chinese companies would follow the light 
up the hill in a suicide charge. Thinking 
back on recent events here in the Land of 
Morning Calm, I realized our situation was 
predictable. 

In early and mid-November, after cros- 
sing the Yalu River into Korea under the 
banner of “‘The Chinese People’s Suppport 
Army,’’ Sung’s three army groups, a horde 
numbering almost 200,000, soon engaged 
and began to drive back the two United 
Nations commands that were separated by 
the mountain chain running north-south 
along the Korean peninsula. 

They were headed for contact in the west 
with General Walton H. Walker’s 8th 
Army, composed of the U.S. Ist Cavalry 
and the 2nd, 24th and 25th Divisions, and 
the Republic of Korea’s Ist, 6th, 7th and 8th 
Divisions, as well as units from Turkey, 
Great Britain, the Philippines and Thailand. 
In the east, their targets included General 
Edward M. Almond’s 10th Corps made up 
of the 3rd and 7th U.S, Army Divisions, the 
1st Marine Division and the ROK’s 3rd and 
‘‘Capitol’’ Divisions. 

Six of the 10 Chinese divisions, in the 
second phase of a counteroffensive, struck 
hard on 27 November, colliding head-on 
with the Army’s 7th Division and the Ist 
Marine Division, which was literally ‘‘com- 
ing up the pass’’ between the two major 
commands. The communists quickly sur- 
rounded the U.N. forces around Changjin 
Reservoir (known as Chosin Reservoir in 
the west), eventually forcing the 10th Corps 
into a 60-mile do-or-die march down frozen 
mountain trails, constantly under Chinese 
fire from above the icy roads and valleys. 

A full-bore allied retreat was in progress 
and the shattered focal point of UN resist- 
ance was drawn at the northernmost point of 
their advance prior to Chinese intervention. 
The ‘‘MacArthur Line’’ stretched from the 
east coast at Wonsan to the west coast at 
Pyongyang. Supreme headquarters in 
Tokyo had ordered troops to hold there but it 
was not a popular decision among field 
commanders. 

Major General O.P. Smith, CG of the 1st 
Marine Division, had profound misgivings. 
“I do not like the prospect of stringing out a 
Marine division along a single mountain 
road from Hamhung to the border,”’ he told 
his corps commander, Gen. Almond. 
Events proved his uneasiness was not un- 
founded. . 

As troops under Lieutenant Colonel Ray 
Davis of the Ist Battalion, 7th Marines, 
replaced ROK soldiers in the line, the Ko- 
reans told the Americans, “‘Many, many 
Chinese up here ... an army of Chinese.”’ 
Davis told his regimental CO, Colonel 
Homer L. Litzenberg, who told Smith and 
word was passed along to the corps com- 
mander. Almond immediately radioed the’ 
command in Tokyo that the Marines were 
facing a Chinese army. 

“Continue the attack,’’ headquarters 
radioed back, adding that intelligence re- 
ports indicated there were “‘no Chinese in 
North Korea.”’ 
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REVISIONIST HISTORY 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Soviet advisers 
with the Chinese 9th Army Group in the 
winter of 1950 obviously had their own 
versions of the UN intervention in Korea 
and their own opinions of the U.S, 
Marines that the Chinese troops would 
soon be facing. To psych the assault 
troops up for the tangle with American. 
Marines, an excerpt from an item of 
Russian revisionist history titled ‘“The 
Bloody Path,’’ by Captain G. Doid- 
zhashvili of the Soviet Navy, was made 
and delivered to the Chinese by pam- 
phlet and lecture. Here it is. 

When in the summer of 1950 the 
American imperialist marauders, the 
newly appeared pretenders to world 
domination, provoked the bloody holo- 
caust in Korea, the Wall Street house- 
dog General MacArthur demanded that 
the American’so-called ‘‘Marines’’ be 


immediately placed at his disposal. This . 


professional murderer and inveterate 
war criminal intended to throw them into 
battle as quickly as possible for the pur- 
pose of inflicting, as it seemed to him 
then, a final blow on the Korean people. 

In putting forward such a demand, 
MacArthur proceeded from the fact that 
U.S. ‘‘Marine”’ units were trained more 
than any other types of American forces 
for the waging of unprecedently brutal 
and inhuman, predatory war against the 
freedom-loving heroic Korean people. 

It was precisely to U.S. Marines that 
the Ober-bandit MacArthur addressed 
the words: ‘‘A tich city lies ahead of 
you, it has much wine and tasty morsels. 
Take Seoul and all the girls will be 
yours, the property of the inhabitants 
belongs to the conquerors and you will 
be able to send parcels home.” 

The events in Korea have shown graphi- 
cally that the Marine Corps stalwarts did 
not tum a deaf ear to the appeal of their 
rapacious ataman. They have abundantly 
covered Korean soil with the blood and 
tears of hundreds of thousands of Korean 
women, old people,.and children. . . 

This is how the American monsters 
are behaving today in Korea. This is how 
they behaved dozens of years ago, also. 
The Wall Street bosses and the supreme 
American military command publicize 
‘in all possible ways the ‘combat serv- 
ices’’ of the U.S. Marine Corps, cyni- 
cally calling them sometimes ‘‘ouridol’’ 
and sometimes “‘our assault force.** The 
process of surmising the true motives of 
such enthusiastic references does not 
present any great difficulties. The crux 
of the matter is that the American im- 

ialists and the supreme military com- 

d of the USA consider the American 
Marines (and not without foundation) to 
be the most criminal elements in their 
armed forces and to be the most capable 
of discharging the gendarme-police 
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A Marine patrol accompanied by ROK 
interpreters flank and capture some 
Chinese communists. 


functions of slaughterers and despoilers. 
This is clearly attested by the bloody trail 
of crimes against humanity which has 
been blazed over a period of many dec- 
ades by the U.S. Marine Corps. 

The U.S. Marine Corps was formed in 
1775 on the lines of the British 
‘““Marines”’ and its disciplinary manual 
which came into force a little later was 
based on the corresponding manual of 
the British armed forces, which have 
pursued a course of colonial oppression 
and violence in many countries of the 
world, ii.e.; it was formed for the very 
same purposes and with the very same 
functions as the forces of the British 
colonial empire. 

The American ‘‘Marine Corps,’’ 
more exactly the corps of professional 
murderers and despoilers, is composed 
of 485,000 men. The Corps is led by a 
well-known reactionary, General Clif- 
ton Cates. 

Already 80 years ago, i.e., in 1871, 
units of the U.S. Marine Corps carried 
out their predatory attack on Korea, en- 
croaching on its freedom and independ- 
ence with a view to seizing the rich and 
fertile lands of Korea and enslaving the 
Korean people. . . 

Seventeen years later U.S. Marines 
disembarked in Korea for the second 
time. This was on 19 June 1888, during 
the insurrection of the Korean people 
against foreign oppressors. 

Six years later.the American govern- 
ment again, already for the third time, 
tried to take over control of Korea by 
sending a Marine detachment to repeat 
the disembarkation of a landing force 
and the campaign against the Korean 
capital. 4 
_ In 1904 at the orders of its government 
the American Marine Corps dis- 
embarked for the fourth time in Korea, 
pursuing the very same aim — the seiz- 
ing and enslavement of Korea. 

- However, the four failures of the 
attempts to conquer Korea did not bene- 
fit the American imperialists. In the 
summer of 1950 they undertook on a 
wider scale and in a more monstrous 


form their bloody, filthy offensive 
against the Korean people. But there can 
be no doubt that on this occasion also 
they will not achieve their predatory aim 
here. 

U.S, Marines participated directly also 
in the bloody raid on, and in the annexa- 
tion of the Hawaiian Islands, in. the sei- 
zure and colonial enslavement of the 
Philippines, in the forcible wrenching of 
Panama away from Colombia, -etc., . . 

The U.S. Marines have played and 
continue:to play at the present time an 
exceptionally ignominious, gendarme- 
police role in the suppression of the rev- 
olutionary movement of many countries 
of the world... 

In their-own country the fascist stal- 
warts of the Marine detachments are 
guilty of excesses against their own peo- 
ple. They even adopt a haughty and 
scornful attitude to American soldiers 
and sailors who: are not Marines... 

The officers, corporals and privates of 
the U.S, Marine Corps have always been 
noted in their operations for their brutal- 
ity and cruelty against defenseless 
peaceful population and a weak enemy. 
But they, like the Hitlerite warriors, 
quickly lose their combat fervor as soon 
as they meet with a worthy rebuff. 

To a certain extent this explains the 
shameful fact that in the Second World 
War, of the 485,000 men in the Marine 
Corps only three divisions (like Ist, 4th 
and 5th) took an insignificant part in the 
battles against Japan, the remaining di- 
visions altogether took no part in the war 
and were only stationed on conquered 
territory as a gendarme-police force. 
Thus the “combat exploits”’ of the U.S. 
Marines in the Second World War bear 
witness not to military valor, not to bold- 
ness and fearlessness but only to the fact 
that in the person of the Marines the U.S. 
imperialists have a pack of despoilers, 
called upon to exterminate the peaceful 
population of towns and villages. 

At the present time when American 
predatory imperialism is preparing to 
plunge mankind into the abyss of a third 
world war, the Wall Street monopolists 
are rearming their experienced gen- 
darme-police force, the Marines, for 
better fulfillment of the role of stiflers of 
small states and peoples... . 
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Headquarters in Tokyo may have been 
convinced that there were.no Chinese in 
Korea, but they forgot to tell Marine Staff 
Sergeant Archie Van Winkle of Baker Com- 
pany, 1/7. While our third battalion fought 
its way up the narrow-gauge railroad run- 
ning through the pass at Chinhung-ni to 
reach the MLR, Van Winkle’s platoon 
fought off a night hand grenade assault by 
elements of what later proved to be the 
125th Chinese Infantry Division. Van 
Winkle, although seriously wounded and 
bleeding heavily, refused evacuation and 
encouraged his men to continue fighting. 

He was one of seven men awarded Med- 
als of Honor on the way north to stem the 
Chinese tide and his action had a direct 
impact on those of us in the regiment’s third 
battalion. Van Winkle’s refusal to yield 
allowed Item Company and the rest of 3/7 to 
push their way to the base of the Koto 
plateau, 3,000 feet above and guarding the 
axis of advance. 

Contact with the 125th gave us our first 
look at the Chinese soldier. Dressed in a 
quilted, mustard-color uniform, wearing 


tennis shoes and a fur cap, he looked larger 


than he actually was. These troops were 
primarily Manchurians who are taller than 
inland Chinese and they seemed more than 
willing to let us bring the fight to them. 
Every hill had to be taken by force. Every 
hilltop had to be cleared. The division strug- 
gled upward, its ammo trains roadbound, 
winding slowly and painfully up the steep 
mountain passes. 

At Koto, we found the Changjin hydroe- 
lectric station still operating. A Marine 
lieutenant stepped inside, pulled the switch- 
es and put it out of order. This was the 
Funchilin Pass, where the Chinese would 
later destroy the only concrete bridge, 
stranding the Ist Marine Division on its 
march back to the sea until a treadway 
bridge was air-dropped to respan the gap. 

On Thanksgiving Day, Item Company 
halted short of Hagaru-ri for turkey and 
trimmings. The heartened new war cry was 
“Home By Christmas.’ Everyone was 
saying it. Colonel Lewis B. ‘‘Chesty’’ Pul- 
ler drew his 1st Marines into a reserve pe- 
rimeter at Hagaru-ri, and the Sth and 7th 
Regiments poured through Toktong Pass 
and up into the reservoir area itself. That’s 
when the shit hit the fan. 

Bugles blew, flares popped and eerie- 
sounding shepherd horns filled the night 
with raucous blasts. Flashlights winked and 
Sung’s army came pouring out of the hills 
like maggots deserting a rotting corpse. 
That’s when our CG sent word back to the 
States. The 1st Marine Division was sur- 
rounded by hostiles; cut off from the sea by 
10 pissed-off Chinese divisions. 

While the division staff tried to convince 
Tokyo that we were hemmed in above Cho- 
sin Reservoir by Chinese troops higher 
headquarters did not believe existed, our 
CG ordered 5th Marines and 7th Marines to 
break out of the area and join Gen. Walker’s 
8th Army to the west. Both regiments tried 
but we got stopped cold at Yudam-ni. 
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ABOVE: Marching south from Koto-ri, these Marines brave bone-chilling cold and 
communist attacks. LEFT: Taking cover behind a hill, some Marines engage enemy 
forces. Close air support contributed to the success of the operation. BELOW: A Marine 
Corsair screams skyward through a cloud of smoke after dropping napalm on a Chinese 
concentration. 
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Puller’s Ist Marines, still in division re- 
serve, were fighting for their lives to hold a 
3.5-mile perimeter back at Hagaru-ri, 17 
miles south of Yudam-ni. Puller’s call for 
200 miles of concertina wire, immediately 
laid down after being delivered in the mid- 
dle of the night, helped hold off a massive 
Chinese attack at next dawn. Not aware of 
the coiled obstacle just laid in their path, 
thousands of communist troops were left 
hanging on the wire like limp ticker tape. 

With Puller pinned down, Sth Marines 
and 7th Marines — less than 7,000 bedrag- 
gled men remaining in 28 rifle companies 
— stood alone with no hope of reinforce- 
ments from our sister regiment. We worried 
over a dwindling ammo supply, fixed 
bayonets and prepared to take on six of Sung 
Shin-lun’s divisions encompassing more 
than 100,000 Manchurian regulars. They 
had the upper hand but victory wasn’t going 
to come cheaply. 

Every Marine infantry company along the 
line had its hands full. No help was coming 
because none was available and we all knew 
it. Nowhere in the five-mile perimeter was 
there a command that wasn’t locked in mortal 
combat against Sung’s ‘‘human sea attacks.’’ 
In the Sth Marines’ area, Easy Company simp- 
ly laid down in their holes and let the Chinese 
run over them. As the horde rolled over and 
down the reverse slope, Easy Company’s men 
rose from their holes and killed 250 commu- 
nist troops. 

Some of the grunts at Chosin had served 
in China only a few years before and knew 
the nature of the enemy. He would keep 
coming to the last man. No one had to give 
the order. We automatically fixed bayonets 
and faced the fact that we would have to die 
in place if the Chinese broke through our 
lines. Rampant rumors did not help morale. 

We heard that Walker’s 8th Army on our 
left flank had buckled under the sheer 
weight of Chinese numbers and was inching 
its way south, desperately trying to regroup. 
On our right, flank, the rumor-mongers 
claimed the Army 7th Division and the 
ROK ‘‘Capitol’’ Division had been cut off 
and driven back. It wasn’t as bad as all that 
but there did appear to be some truth to the 
rumors. As we waited in frozen anxiety 
above Chosin, survivors of the Army and 
ROK divisions were painfully crawling 
across the ice, frantic to reach the relative 
safety of Marine lines. 

Item Company’s CO, Ist Lieutenant Wil- 
liam ‘‘Red’’ Johnson, led us around the 
reservoir and up ‘‘How Hill’’ east of 
Yudam-ni to help Captain Thomas 
Cooney’s George Company in their assault 
on the small mountain. We passed the 
ammo and they fired it at the Chinese. 

Cooney was having his problems just 
holding on to what he had. With ammo 
being gobbled up at a rate faster than we 
could unbox it, Col. Litzenberg pulled 
everyone back and fired salvos from every 
major weapon he could train on How Hill. it 
marked the western-most advance of the 7th 


Continued on page 96 
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SOF AFRICA 


ANGOLAN 


AMBUSH 


SOF Treks with the FNLA 


To bring readers first-hand accounts 
of what's happening in world hot-spots 
with a view from over the rifle sights, 
SOF adventurers have to go where 
most reporters can't — or won't. 
That's: why we had the only reporters 
in fire fights in Rhodesia, correspon- 
dents training elements of the Salva- 
doran Army, and the full attention of 
military intelligence when we printed 
the first known report of test-firing the 
Soviet AGS-17 automatic grenade 
launcher in Afghanistan. 

And that’s why we had to have a 
photojournalist trek across the brutal 
terrain of Northern Angola with the 
FNLA (Angolan National Liberation 
Front). 

For 52 days, David Mills lived on 
manioc bread, peanuts and bad wa- 
ter. He lost nearly 20 percent of his 
original body weight while dodging 
Angolan government patrols in one of 
Africa’s most treacherous battlefields. 
He walked the mountains and jungles 
of Northern Angola, inspecting the few 
redoubts left to a dwindling FNLA re- 
sistance. 

In this issue of SOF: Part | of cor- 
respondent Mills’ report including a 
bush-level reconnaissance of this con- 
tested wasteland, his walk into FNLA 
country from Zaire and a brief history 
of the continuing conflict. Next month: 
Part Il with Mills’ observations as he 
treks from village to village in the 
FNLA’s shrinking stronghold, and his 
assessment of their chances for sur- 
vival and success in battling Angola's 
communist regime. 
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Text and Photos by David Mills 


_ ANGOLAN 
ADVENTURER 


David Mills, a 12-year veteran of | 
! ges ‘British Army, has been an SOF. 


correspondent for the last year. 


Chasing stories around the globe, he © 
_ has flown more than 100,000. air 
miles, driven 50,000 road miles and. i 
walked 1,500 trail miles. More than — 
1,000 of those covered on foot were. 


chalked up on his walk from Zaire to. 


the outskirts of Luanda and back with. 
eee dee of FNLA eek ed 


Much of the text is drawn from a 
journal kept by Mills during his ordeal 
in Angola. 


IX days into march: | don’t know 
how much more | can take. 

Unbaked manioc loaf and a little 
fish is all there is to eat — if we eat at 
all that day — and we walk at least 40 
klicks every day, no matter what the 
weather or terrain. If it rains, the 
nights are too cold for sleep. If the 
sun shines, this arid land doesn’t pro- 
vide enough water to replace what we 
lose through sweat. 

As a professional soldier, I'm sweat- 
ing a lot but it doesn’t have all that 
much to do with the weather. The 
troopers in this FNLA band don’t take 
the simplest patrol precautions. With 
weapons manufactured before most of 


them were born slung casually over 
their shoulders, my escort contingent 
ambles in file across open ground, 
camps on hilltops and builds cooking 
fires within sight of other campfires 
stoked by government patrols. 

The plan is to escort me through 
their territory and on to the outskirts of 
Luanda. Then we will march back to 
the Angola/Zaire border. That's a 600- 
mile round trip across mountains and 
through jungles in a countryside near- 
ly denuded of wildlife with only a few 
year-round streams. We carry no ra- 
tions. Those of us who are fortunate 
enough to have canteens can manage 
only a liter of potable water. Despite 
such hardships and the hazard of 
marauding government patrols, the 
FNLA guerrillas seem carefree and 
casual. 

On 11 August | rolled out of my 
poncho soaked with condensation. 
Reveille was announced by our patrol 
leader clapping his hands. There was 
nothing to eat. We shouldered packs, 
wiped the dew off our weapons and 
marched off into the veldt at 0545. A 
sense of impending danger depressed 
me. Yesterday we saw a recon chop- 
per that looked. like a Gazelle. | didn’t 
get a very good look from where | lay 
hiding in the: tall elephant grass. 
Choppers are rare in this area near 
the border. The Angolan government 
troops — and the Cuban pilots who 
were probably flying the aircraft — 


Lunch break in the veldt. Midday stops 
don’t necessarily involve food. 
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military commander of the escort 
'S Correspondent, wears ragged 
Portuguese cammo and carries a G3. 


are looking for us 
d to find. 


y 
trails and wider 
jungle. It’s efficient but not very 
safe. There is little evidence of 
attempts to hide our presence. It’s 
becoming obvious that government 
patrols are also in this area. 

Soon after we crossed a small 
river by a well-used ford we saw 
threats scratched in the dirt. 
“MPLA” (Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola, the party of 
the Marxist government), ‘““LCB”’ 
(the men say those are the initials 
of one of the Angolan “Hunter” 
battalions), and the word chiuma- 
vista: “We've seen you.” We're still 
three full days’ march from a size- 
able FNLA base camp. 

sion increased after we read 
jes. By the time 
S march of 45 
d 1500, | was too 


my rucksack for diversion. I've 
carefully packed a book that bears 
a second reading. Packenham’s 
The Boer War seemed worth its 
weight and provides adequate 


' escape reading for a professional 
soldier, 
The afternoon sun filtered down 


along grassland _— onto the pages through the branch- 
tracks through the —es_ of a gnarled tree | couldn't iden- 


tify despite long service in the Afri- 
can bush. From the description of 
British soldiers fighting a war in 
similar terrain, | imagined | heard 
the whine of a Boer sniper’s bullet. 
And then | realized it was not my 
imagination. 

| rolled off my rucksack and fo- 
cused on the dull, low-pitched pop- 
ping sound. AK-47. | scrambled be- 
hind the tree with my FAL in hand 
and searched for the source. It was 
an ambush and | seemed to be the 
only one seeking cover. 

Paulo, the commander of the 
FNLA detachment, crabbed across 
the clearing on all fours, without 
his weapon, hands and legs flailing 
in different directions like a gun- 
shy spaniel. We were taking incom- 
ing rounds from at least two 
Kalashnikovs firing from different 
directions. Finally, | heard a couple 
of FNs returning fire in a desultory 
manner. Some of the FNLA troop- 
ers must have maneuvered into the 
bush to spot the attackers. It didn’t 
sound as though they were doing 


much good. | wriggted deeper into 
the dirt, checked around for an 
escape route and pulled my E&E 
bag off the side of my rucksack. 
There didn't seem to be much more 
| could do but I clicked the safety 
off my FAL and scanned the grassy 
skyline for enemy movement. 

The firing stopped suddenly. | 
heard it Start up again five minutes 
later about a half-mile away down 
the valley. No way to tell if the 
FNLA troops had chased the gov- 
ernment ambushers away or they 
had simply decided tto call their 
attack off for some reason. A cou- 
ple of men trotted back into our 
clearing and jabbered at Paulo. 
Another trooper translated enough 
for me to understand that our ad- 
vance party had bumped five MPLA 
militia as they scouted the same 
hill for a campsite. Fearing that our 
scouts were point element for a 
larger formation, the militia fled af- 
ter cranking a few magazines at 
them. The rounds that had sent us 
to cover were apparently aimed at 
our scouts. Point of aim and point 
of impact may be two different 
things but the result is the same if 
around happens to hit you. 

There were no casualties on 


either side but that didn’t keep the 
troopers involved from talking up the 
action. They had shot up the MPLA 
again and were tremendously excited 
by the contact. The chatter became 
loud and boisterous as nine FNLA 
troops told their version of the fight. 
with embellishments. In this low-level 
bush war, it amounted to a signficant 
engagement. 

The FNLA troops were somewhat 
more watchful as we lay down again 
under the trees. As dusk obscured the 
surrounding mountains we loaded up 
and walked off into the seven-foot-tall 
elephant grass. They had decided we 
should shift positions. 

Due to the contact with government 
militia, the guerrillas were beginning to 
look more like soldiers. They took on 
the aspects of a genuine combat pa- 
trol, strung out in file, carefully scan- 
ning the tall grass on our left and 
right. They stopped and jabbered and 
signed to me when we reached the 
area where our point had engaged the 
militia formation. There were no blood 
trails and no bodies. | discovered con- 
tact had been broken only because 
our scouts fired all their ammo. 

Ebony-skinned, tattered ghosts of a 
revolution betrayed, the FNLA troops 
moved before and behind me along 
the darkening valley floor. East, West 
and neighboring African nations have 
reduced and then withheld aid to 
these Freedom Fighters. Now they 
must fight on alone or submit to the 
communist government that controls 
their country. It was a humbling 
realization. We had no food and no 
water. Three of us were totally out of 
ammo after a brief, inconclusive fire 
fight. No one in the formation could 
muster a single full magazine. Despite 
that, the FNLA had made contact with 
government forces and driven them 
off so they could continue the trek. I’m 
not sure how or why. 

Elephant grass blotted out the sky 
and absorbed all sound as we swam 
through a sea of vegetation. It was a 
good night. We were still alive and a 
safe camp lay just ahead beyond a 
tree-crested hillock. That’s when they 
hit us again. 

Deafening noise and muzzle flashes 
disoriented me. The flat pop of AKs 
filled the night with frightening sound. 
| hit the dirt and wondered if this 
would be my final fire fight. | can’t re- 
member how many times I’ve seen 
muzzle flashes in the dark. It’s a 
familiar situation but this was begin- 
ning to look like a low-budget war 
movie. Within a circle around my posi- 
tion, there must have been 20 auto- 
matic weapons firing in my general 
direction. | don’t know how the gov- 
ernment troops avoided shooting into 
each other. 

| could hear louder, sharper cracks 
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Shivering against the cold on an early, 
cloudy morning, FNLA troops find little 
comfort in their rags. 


of FALs returning fire but they 
seemed farther from from me than the 
roaring AKs. The return fire would 
have to get heavier if we were going 
to get out of this. Why is it so slow 
and erratic? 

| tossed a mental coin about the rel- 
ative merits of defending myself ver- 
sus giving my position away and de- 
cided | should help the FNLA attain 
fire superiority. Shortly after | shoul- 
dered the FAL and sighted in on a 
muzzle flash, | discovered why we 
weren't doing better in this fight. 

As a guest of the Military Comman- 
der of FNLA, I'd been given a full mag 
for my FAL. Nearly everyone else only 
had about 15 rounds, My increased 
firepower should have helped but it 
didn’t. | pulled the trigger six times. 
Five cartridges fired. All failed to ex- 
tract. 

As | lay cursing the shoddy support 
the FNLA gets from people who could 
afford to spare them some good 
ammo, the firing suddenly stopped. | 
lay in the grass, happy to feel the 
sharp bites of huge ants that had dis- 
regarded the human conflict and con- 
centrated on me as a late supper. In a 
few moments | heard the Angolan 
guerrillas whispering my name. It was 
time to go. 

We had survived but the prospect 
of a restful night had been blown 
away with the fire fight. We hot-footed 
it 10 more hard klicks before we hud- 
dled back-to-back under some bushes 
to wait for dawn. The contact had 
forced us at least 10 klicks off our line 


of march. It was clear to me during 
that cold night in the bush that the 
MPLA had been tracking us for at 
least two days. They obviously knew 
our direction of march and in this 
sparsely-settled country probably 
knew which FNLA base was our des- 
tination. There was no indication of 
why the government militiamen broke 
contact when they clearly had the up- 
per hand. Maybe they were also short 
on ammo. 

Perhaps we had scared them off 
with our limited return fire. No matter. 
They were probably better off than we 
were at that point. The militiamen 
were snug and warm at home chow- 
ing down on fish, manioc porridge and 
corn beer. They were probably stack- 
ing our bodies higher and higher for 
an admiring audience. Meanwhile, | 
shivered in the dirt, squirming around 
flint pebbles for a more comfortable 
seat and starving slowly. Nothing to 
eat in the past 48 hours. 

That night was long and cold. | had 
lots of time to think. | wanted to re- 
member better times ... the regimen- 
tal mess, Christmas leave at home. 
But memories kept revolving around 
food. | was getting obsessed with the 
idea of eating. 

| tried to think about other places I'd 
been in service. Waiting for dawn, | 
recalled a sunrise when | stood at the 
edge of the Sahara, in command of a 
half-dozen Land Rovers and their 
crews. They were still packing and 
starting engines and testing radios 50 
yards behind me. | stood, waiting for 
them to carry out my departure 
orders, watching the sky turn purple, 
then blood-red, then explode in the 
gold of full dawn. It was beautiful and 
| smiled as my hand rose to bring a 
canteen cup of hot, sweet, milky tea 
to my lips ... and there | was again. 
Food. 

Grudgingly | turned my mind back 
to this expedition. | should have 
known how bad this trek would be 
from the sympathy | got from the air- 
line crew when they found out | was 
going to debark in Kinshasa. They 
talked and joked about it en route, but 
the stewardess grew more serious 
when she told me to put my camera 
equipment away before getting off the 
plane. | stowed my Nikon and waited 
to see other passengers get off, since 
my contact had told me to disembark 
last. Finally the stewardess told me 
the plane was leaving and | had to get 
off. | was the only passenger for 
Kinshasa. 

Searching the open hangars for all 
the Hinds and MiGs | expected to 
see, | found out what the Zaireans 
were hiding: the worst-kept airport in 
the world. | could’ve smuggled five 
kilos of heroin into the country by 
handing the bag and a Rand tip to 
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any of the taxi drivers who mobbed 
me as | stepped off the aircraft gang- 
way. 

I've seen refugee camps that were 
cleaner and better-run than the Kinsh- 
asa airport. After you escape the taxi 
drivers and get into the terminal build- 


ing you see dark corridors where elec- 


tric lights don’t work. And the few 
bulbs that do flicker are reflected in 
pools of water standing on the crack- 


ANGOLAN 
HANDLOADER, 
MARK 1, MOD B 


Add one Angolan guerrilla, one FN 
FAL, two empty magazines, a 
machete, a pair of pliers, atin can, a 
stick, a medium-sized leaf and 20 
rounds of 40-year-old .30-'06. Ex- 
press the sum in 7.62 NATO car- 


tridges. This is not a trick question. 


Time’s up. Your answer please. 
What is the total? Despite all evi- 
dence to the contrary, the sum is 20 
rounds of .308 sometimes suitable 
for firing at FAPLA forces in Northern 


Angola. 


Battling disease, hunger, the 
Marxist Angolan government and 
short supplies of nearly everything, 
FNLA troops have mastered a tech- 
nique for emptying, cutting, shaping 
and reloading old, over-length .30- 
caliber cartridges until they fit an FN 
chamber. It’s all done while squatting 
on their haunches under the shade of 


a tree. 


When | reached the first FNLA 


ed concrete floors. Welcome to yet 
another worker's paradise. 

Customs and immigration were not 
so bad. But | had to lend the officer a 
pen to sign my papers. Other officers 
wanted $200 import tax for my per- 
sonal belongings and they all needed 
cigarettes. My contact found me out- 
side, welcomed me to Zaire, and 
assured me things would be better in 
Angola. We drove to a bungalow on 


Leaf serves as powder funnel. 
Propellant is measured by eyeballing 
level against case neck. 


the outskirts of the decrepit city that 
was an FNLA safe house. There were 
introductions to various FNLA ofiicials 
but the charismatic leader Holden 
Roberto was not in town. Everyone 
but my contact seemed to speak only 
Portuguese and African languages, so 
after politely thanking them for meet- 
ing me, | asked if there was some- 
place | could sleep. We were leaving 
for Angola in four hours and | figured 


into the FAL’s muzzle device and 
twists them until a scratch around the 
case shoulder shows him where to 
cut. Sawing patiently with a hand- 
forged bush knife, he then trims the 
brass to approximate size. 

Now the shortened case must be 
re-necked. Advanced handloaders in 
the West have dies and annealing 
formulas to neatly reform brass, but 
they have no edge on the Angolan 
guerrillas in speed. Crimped slightly 
with pliers, cases go into the cham- 
ber of the rifle for which they are in- 
tended and are rammed home with 
the bolt. When the action locks up 
easily, the case is nearly necked. 

Pulled from an FN chamber, this 
brass would scare most American 
shooters out of pulling the trigger but 
the required shoulder is there. The 
neck of the round is also generally 
creased and bent but that’s no big 
problem. The solution is at hand in 
the form of the bullet. The handloader 
merely inserts the slug backward into 
the crumpled case neck and beats on 
it until the neck of the cartridge case 
molds around the thickest part of the 
bullet. 


camp, we waited two long, dull days 
for five troops to returri from a trading 
expedition with a prized commodity 
of ammunition. When the traders 
straggled in and the ammo was 
issued | thought we were ready to hit 
the road. That was before | got a 
close look at the ammo they planned 
to fire through the worn FN FALs 
most of them carried, if we bumped a 
FAPLA patrol. 

It was mostly 7.62mm NATO ball 
which is little more than .30-‘06 with a 
case shortened to accommodate 
modern ball powders. It takes some 
sizing before it will feed through the 
FN FAL rifle so most of the FNLA 
troops have become field expedient 
handloading experts. Here’s how 
they go about it. 

They first pull the bullet out of the 
case with pliers. Some who have no 
pliers use their teeth. Powder is col- 
lected in a tin can, bullets go in one 
pile, and cases go in another. After 
the entire issue (usually 15 or 20 
rounds per man) has been disassem- 
bled, the handioader picks up the 
cartridge cases and pushes them 


After the backward bullet is re- 
moved, powder saved from the 
emptied cases is shaken from the 
can into a leaf which serves as a 
funnel for the soldier to carefully drib- 
ble propellant back into the case. 
There have been disastrous errors in 
measurement, so the Angolans keep 
it safe by visibly under-filling the 
cases. When there’s enough powder 
in the case, the bullet goes back in 
... the right way this time. A few 
solid, careful taps with a stick and the 
round has been reassembled. FNLA 
troops recommend a tight taper- 
crimp with fluted plier jaws, in order to 
keep the bullet from falling out. 

None of the reloaded shells | saw 
fired would cycle the action of an FN. 
And some of them didn't fire at all. 
The most disheartening sound | ever 
heard was the FNLA guerrillas work- 
ing their weapons to feed and fire 
reworked ammo when we were first 
ambushed by FAPLA militia. 

BANG, click-click, BANG, click- 
Click, click(!), click-click, BANG! Boo! 

— David Mills 


Bullet is carefully pounded back into 
reloaded case. Round, soft stick 
prevents igniting primer. 


a 


From left to right: factory 7.62 NATO, 
brass neck cut off .30-06 case, 
hand-rolled FNLA 7.62 NATO and 
original .30-06 cartridge. 
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Vd need rest. 

{f 'd had a clearer idea of the 
situation over the border, I'd have 
spent the four hours eating. Sleep 
eluded me; | was too tense and too 
hot. I’d been lying there sweating 
with my eyes closed when my con- 
tact shook my shoulder. | gathered 
my kit and got in a van waiting out- 
side. We were on the road to Ango- 
la at 1900 hours, 5 August 1984. 

Four hours later, the van rolled to 
a stop and the driver shut down the 
engine. We had arrived. Out of the 
van, 10 klicks forward, and we were 
in Angola. 

Just Inside the border, at 0200 
we lay up to wait for a group to join 
us from the Angolan side. Un- 
armed, my FNLA guides mounted a 
guard. The rest of them found more 
comfortable beds on the rocky 
ground, and we all tried to sleep in 
the mountain night chill. 

There was a whispered challenge 
on our perimeter at 0500. The 
armed escort had arrived. We 
picked up our mushilas (packs) and 
followed the locals off into the dark. 
It was full light two hours later 
when we reached the first base. 

Ten fairly clean grass huts made 
up the camp. Discipline is good, 
and there are no women or children 
living in the barracks. There are 
also no uniforms. Most of the FNLA 
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NCOs are the backbone of any army, 
and the FNLA is no different. 


soldiers are clothed in rags. They 
are mostly armed with AKs and 
FALs with no finish left and deep 
pits every place it’s hard to reach 
with a cleaning rag. Wood furniture 
on many of the weapons is weath- 
er-swollen, cracked or broken. 

Those observations made their 
behavior seem ludicrous at first. 
They stood to and paraded with all 
the shouting and stomping of a 
Guards unit when assembly was 
called. Andre Paulo, military com- 
mander of the FNLA in this region, 
had called a formation to explain 
my presence to his 20 men. He 
asked me to say a few words of in- 
spiration, but | politely declined. 
There’s no telling what my trans- 
lator might have rendered out of 
my words. And | couldn't afford to 
make this a speaking tour. 

| had to get to Luanda. The fewer 
people to know who | was and what | 
was doing in Angola, the safer | 
would be. Paulo bought the rationale, 
reviewed his troops and dismissed 
them for breakfast. The three sec- 
tions of roughly seven men each di- 
vided up to cook and eat funj, an 
unbaked loaf of thick porridge made 
of manioc flour and water. Only 
Angolans like the stuff and they eat 
it at practically every meal. As a 
guest of the commander, | feasted 
on canned sardines and tresh 


French-style bread. 

Paulo was not much of a conver- 
sationalist. He is very political — 
and very careful. Just as well. He 
speaks no English. A translator in- 
formed mé we were waiting ona 
shipment of ammo before heading 
into the bush. There was time to 
observe life on a shoestring in the 
FNLA. An evening meal identical to 
the skimpy morning repast ended 
the day. At dark the Africans —, - 
smothered their fires and retired to 
huts. | elected to sleep outdoors 
and watched the sentry announce 
Taps by clapping hands. 

Day broke at 0530 on 7 August. | 
missed [reveille. A soldier sweeping 
the dirt nearby woke me. Hygiene 
is stressed in FNLA camps even 
though conditions are primitive. 
The camp is @wept with twig 
oara every snris and garbage 
is not allowed to accumulate. It 
doesn’t seem to help matters 
much. Disease is still the leading 
cause of casualties among FNLA 
troops. |Malaria is common, the 
guerrillas operate in tsetse-fly 
country, and | was told venereal 
disease is epidemic. Surprisingly, a 
multi-vitamin Capsule was given to 
each soldier, Each FNLA trooper is 
issued this supplement weekly and 
I'm sure_it iS a substantial addition 
to their meager diet. 
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Five men have gone to trade for 
ammo. They secretiy meet Zairean 
troops who filch cartridges as they 
can. Life is relatively peaceful in 
Zaire, so they have more than they 
need. The FNLA has similar sur- 
pluses of marijuana and ivory. It’s a 
convenient arrangement. 

On 8 August 1984 the first ship- 
ment of ammo to reach this base 
camp in months arrived. It seemed 
to make everyone ecstatic but | 
can’t see why. NCOs reluctantly 
counted out each man’s allotment 
and the soldiers fondied the builets 
like jewels. That seemed odd since 
it was an odd lot and much of the 
ammo wouldn’t fit their weapons. 
Only a few rounds were 7.62 NATO 
stamped FN71 and 7.62 ComBloc 
marked SF08. Nearly half of the 
supply was .30-06 and 6.5mm 
Mauser. None of it was new and 
there was so much verdegris on 
the Mauser ammo that it looked 
dangerous to fire. 

When everything was sorted out, 
each man had a little more than 
half a magazine. The NCOs issued 
stern directions to insure that each 
man would police up his brass and 
return with it to base. Outlying 
FNLA units rely heavily on reloads. 

No one seemed overly worried 
about mismatched ammo and | 
quickly found out why. Soldiers set 
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to work bringing their ammo up to 
FNLA standard. Using their 
weapons’ chambers as resizing 
dies and working with machetes 
and leaves, the FNLA troopers 
made the cartridges fit their AKs 
and FNs. (See “Angolan Handload- 
er,” p. 53.) 

Delighted with their half-full 
magazines of bashed and reshaped 
rounds, the soldiers began prepar- 
ing their meager kit for the march. 
It was a Sad sight. The only 
firearms in the camp with full 
magazines are a half-dozen Soviet 
Makarov pistols which were taken 
from the bodies of Cubans found in 
the wreckage of a downed Soviet- 
made Mi-8 Hip chopper. 

Packs and other load-bearing 
equipment were improvised with 
string, rope and grass fiber. The 
FNLA troops looked like hobos get- 
ting ready to hit the road. They re- 
furbished their worn and broken 
weapons, tied short pieces of grass 
rope into longer pieces and sharp- 
ened their machetes. We would be 
on the march soon. It was dark by 
1830 and the troops lit fires against 
the chill. There was nothing to 
cook for dinner. A loud handclap 
proclaimed lights-out at 2000. 
There is little nighttime diversion in 
Angola. 

Through the night of 9 August 


the horizon blazed with roaring 
fires lit by native hunters to drive 
the game toward them. At reveille 
we dusted off the clothes we’d 
slept in, picked up packs and 
trudged off into the warm ashes 
covering the seared, biack grass- 
lands. Heat rose from the remnants 
of the hunters’ fires and beat down 
on us from a blistering sun. Chow 
that morning was soot washed 
down with salty sweat. 

We walked from 0530 to 0800, 
rested half an hour and humped 
some more until noon. We sought 
shade and rested during the in- 
tense midday heat and then 
marched again on our way to 
covering 45 kilometers. There were 
no further stops until we camped at 
around 2100. The earth beneath our 
aching feet was baked hard — 
when there was dirt. Most of the 
terrain we covered was littered with 
sharp flint pebbles. | had been 
walking in plastic sandals to help 
cover our tracks but finally had to 
don my stout leather boots. Their 
distinctive lug soles might give us 
away, but so would my bloody feet. 
| don’t know how the guerrillas 
made it. Some had plastic sandals, 
a few had well-worn boots, but 
most wore the same sort of rubber- 
tire sandals with leather straps that 
the VC wore in Vietnam. 
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Bread and a cup of tea for dinner. 
Fires were lit to boil the tea and the 
soldiers seemed to take comfort from 
them despite the 90-degree heat. 
They were reluctant to kill the flames 
with dirt when Taps was clapped 20 
minutes later but | rolled up in my 
poncho well away from the fire pits. 
Nothing appeared to be happening in 
this desolate area but | didn’t want to 
take unnecessary chances. FAPLA 
(Angolan government forces) patrols 
weren't in evidence and I’d seen no 
aircraft. But all that could have 
changed quickly. 

We marched again at dawn. Every 
day was like the one preceeding: the 
same hunger, the same fatigue, the 
same broiling sun. Even the series of 
ambushes staged by FAPLA militia- 
men seemed welcome in retrospect 
simply because they broke up the 
monotony of a long, painful patrol. But 
those deadly delays cost us time that 
had to be made up by an increase in 
march rate. We seemed to be holding 
to some mysterious itinerary. If Paulo 
knew why we had to stay on sche- 
dule, he wasn’t sharing the informa- 
tion with anyone. 

12 August. 

All | can see is sky above my head 
and the man just in front. We're like 
shipwrecked sailors swimming through 
a sea of grass. At 1000 we stopped 
for breakfast (a roasted banana) in a 
smali grove that allowed us some cov- 
er and a view of the surrounding area. 
Everyone was very hungry by the time 
we spotted two buffalo. All we could 
see was fresh meat for the pot. Two 
men trotted off after them. 

It was terrible field discipline on this 
type of mission but hunger overrode 
my objections. They returned half an 
hour later with empty hands. Buffalo 
sounded wonderful but-we had to set- 
tle for dust as we continued to pound 
along the grassy valley, watching for 
man-tracks, food and landmarks in 
that order. 

Hypnotized by hunger and the 
rhythm of the march, | was startled to 
find us stopping for the night at 1700 
hours. A full hour of remaining day- 
light would be devoted to a hunt. Our 
scouts has spotted a herd of zebra. 

The first swoop on the herd scat- 
tered them with no kills. A column of 
dust raised by their fleeing hooves 
settled and | could see the dull de- 
Spair in the soldiers’ faces. 

Then they broke into toothy grins. 
We heard a distant shot and shouts of 
triumph. Via much unbridled shouting 


Rare well-equipped FNLA troop sports 
OD utilities, leather boots (alternated 
with sandals tied to top of pack), pack 
made from whole cloth instead of 
patches, two knives, and all-metal and 
plastic AMD-65 Hungarian assault rifie. 
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Smali Portuguese officer corps 
reflects the pro-West history of 
FNLA. 


WHO’S RUNNING THE 
REVOLUTION? 


Rebellion against the colonial gov- 
ernment of Portuguese West Africa 
began in 1967 but there was never 
unified resistance. The Marxist 
Popular Movement for the Liberation 
of Angola (MPLA) was heavily 
backed by the Soviet Union and 
Cuba. The pro-Western Nationai Un- 


ion for the Total Independence of 


Angola (UNITA) picked up help from 
the United States, South Africa and 


even. Communist China. Holden 


Roberto led an African-backed com- 
promise movement cailed the Re- 
volutionary Government of Angola in 
Exile (GRAE), based in Zaire. 

They were all for the eviction of 
Portugese rulers but none of the 
groups cooperated for very long, 
joined forces or even got along wel! 
off the battlefield, In one form or 
another, they are still fighting among 
themseives. 

After alternating between interne- 
cine squabbles and combat with the 
Portuguese for a dozen years, the 
GRAE and MPLA finally joined to 
form the short-lived Supreme Coun- 
cil for the Liberation of Angola. This 
diplomatic mismatch was never con- 
summated — since even the Organi- 
zation for African Unity (Roberto’s 
backers) couldn't convince them- 
selves that the Soviets didn’t want its 
own colonies in Africa — and the 


GRAE never joined military forces: 


with the MPLA. It fell apart in 1972 
and Roberto reorganized the GRAE 
as the National Front for the Libera- 
tion of Angola (FNLA). 


Meanwhile, Portugal was iosing 
troops, money and stature in world 
opinion for clinging to its colony in 
Africa. More than 50,000 troops were 
committed but they failed to keep 
control of the area and were finally 
forced to reform the administration of 
Angola as an “autonomous state.” 
Portugal would oversee economic 
policy, represent the colony in foreign 
relations and provide defense, but an 
elected Angolan iegislative assembly 
would tax, budget and manage the 
country’s internal affairs. 

That's when the leftists stepped in 
to thwart development of a responsi- 
ble indigenous government and a 
self-supporting economy, The spoil- 
ers were peopie left in power after a 
1974 military coup in Portugal re- 
sulted in a decision to divest the 
country of colonial holdings. Despite 
a raging civil war, the Portuguese 
pulled out of Angola in November 
1975. UNITA and the FNLA made 
fast gains against the MPLA. That 
disturbing turn of events did not sit 
weil with communists around the 
world and the native forces of the 
MPLA were bolstered with 20,000 
Cuban troops. The tables turned 
almost immediately. 

All sides employed mercenaries at 
one time or another, but the most 
effective of the foreign forces fighting 
in Angola were Cuban Army units 
which established control in most of 
the center of the country. Mercenar- 
ies — always in small numbers — 
disappeared from the FNLA and 
UNITA after the trial of Colone! Cal- 
lan and his troops who were em- 
ployed by the FNLA. UNITA con- 
tinued to be supported by South Afri- 
ca, while the FNLA’s assistance 
dwindled to a few grudgingly-granted 
safe houses in Zaire. 

UNITA’s advances in the South 
have been heralded by the press but 
those reports rarely put the situation 
in perspective. Angola is twice the 
size of Texas but the country has less 
population than New York City. The 
Angolan government — no different 
from the old MPLA except that 
they're recognized by most of the 
world’s governmenis — controls the 
territory its troops can occupy but 
that’s not very much. Armed, militant 
UNITA troops freely roam sparsely 
settled Southern Angola and the 
less-organized, ill-equipped FNLA 
formations still scurry about in the 
bush near the Angolan border. The 
FNLA will probably continue to sur- 
vive (barely) until OAU support 
materializes or until the MPLA can 
afford enough troops to drive them 
out of Angola. 

— Bill Guthrie 
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across the valley we learned some 
kind of animal had been killed. A 
female Harness antelope arrived a 
short time later carried in two halves 
by the successful hunters. She was 
crudely and quickly roasted over the 
fire. The liver and kidneys were good 
but the cooks were too hungry to take 
much time with the other meat. 
Succulent antelope was turned into 
something that tasted like tough, hard, 
salt beef. Who cared? A full stomach 
for the first time in a week. 

At midday the next morning we saw 
smoke from a large fire and began to 
use it as a navigation beacon. The fire 
was lit by a three-man hunting team 
from another FNLA band. They joined 
our party and we marched unti! 1400. 
No need to push any harder. We were 
only one hour’s march from their base 
camp. An advance team went ahead 
to scout the route into our initial des- 
tination. 

The delay gave me an opportunity 
to ponder the fits and starts with 
which the march had been conducted 
to this point. By better route selection 
and longer, faster legs on the march, 
we could have reached this area in 
half the time. Only one answer made 
sense. The FNLA was operating on 
some sort of timetable. 

They route their patrols according to 
a meager flow through a supply pipe- 
line that will not support too many 
troops in one area at a time. The un- 
planned presence of additional sol- 
diers in an area could be devastating 
for local units. The FNLA has enough 
trouble without local squabbles among 
troops short of food and every other 
sort of supply. Cleared to enter the 
base camp we dove into a dinner of 
melon, manioc and some kind of wild 
meat. 

14 August. 

The usual handclap reveille sounds 
at 0515 but there’s no rush to march 
this day. We ambied off at 0700, and 
reached the first outpost after an hour. 
| am scheduled for an inspection tour 
of this area which remains under 
FNLA control. An entire village 
population gathered on the square to 
sing patriotic songs. There were 
speeches of welcome to the foreign 
visitor, and there was a much appreci- 
ated breakfast of scrambled eggs and 
buffalo meat. 

| paid for the meal. All 40 villagers 
lined up to shake hands. Some of the 
men who had been marching with us 
live here. They appeared in the wel- 
come line holding their baby sons or 
daughters. Everyone looked quite 
healthy compared to those | saw on 
the march and in the base camp at 
the border. The people probably eat 
better here than in the towns. There's 
all the manioc they can eat, veget- 

ables in both volume and variety 
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Dwarves such as this man from 


Western Africa are sometimes involved 
in the fighting in Angola. 


grown in streamside plots and a little 
meat. They don’t seem to fish the 
small river for some reason. This out- 
post is well in the sleeping-sickness 
belt, but there was little evidence of 
the disease. 

When the reception was over, we 
walked toward the FNLA headquarters 
for this area: Camp Zero-X. A similar 
welcome was put on by the same cast 
supplemented by still more FNLA 
villagers. | was asked again to speak 
but | politely declined. Shortly after the 
ceremony | saw the Portuguese ... 
four of them. 

The FNLA’s Inspector General was 
a Portuguese commando. He had 
served on the South African border 
and in Zambia. He even fought in the 
north against his present comrades 
prior to 1975 when he joined the 
FNLA. He hasn't left the jungle since 
— except once to get treatment in 
Kinshasa for a bullet wound suffered 
when his column had walked into a 
FAPLA ambush. He chuckled and told 
me how surprised the FAPLA patrol 
had been when he led his troops in a 
most un-African counterattack to foil 
the ambush. They killed 16 of the 
enemy. 

Other Portuguese jungle fighters at: 
Camp Zero-X had served in the infan- 
try and military police. They are very 
light skinned, as opposed to black 
FNLA troops who have nearly ebony 
skin. The difference makes these Por- 
tuguese veterans very visible targets 
in the bush. They generally hold no 
positions of great responsibility in the 
FNLA but they have a lot of military 
skills to teach the guerrilias. 

It won't be an easy task for the few 
Portuguese soldiers who choose to 
remain with the resistance in Northern 


Angola. At Camp Zero-X there were 
only a few Belgian FALs, a handful of 
broken-up AKs, a half-dozen Tokarev 
pistols and a solitary Browning P-38. 
All firearms were old and in bad 
shape. Clothing for the troops was in 
worse disrepair than weapons. The 
patched pieces of cloth that covered 
the people at Camp Zero-X were so 
fragile and incomplete, it seemed as 
though the FNLA troopers who 
accompanied me on the march had 
been given a special clothing issue. 

There is very little outside aid for 
the guerrillas and the FNLA was near- 
ly destroyed by Cuban incursions after 
1975. The commander told me that 
when he came to this area in 1979, 
he had weapons for six men. In the 
five years since he had managed to 
arm more than 500 fighting men and 
even stockpile a few arms. 

But the men and the weapons they 
are forced to use have fallen into dis- 
repair. The men drill well — for a 
Third World guerrilla movement — but 
there is no evidence of camp security, 
patrolling or reconnaissance activities. 
Everyone salutes, clicks bare heels 
and marches in a couple of parades a 
day but there is no real military train- 
ing. There are no weapons classes, 
no indoctrination, no tactical drills and 
no PT. There are soldiers here but 
this is not an army camp. 

Camp Zero-X is only a village that 
has removed itself from the control of 
the communist government of Angola. 
Most of the FNLA fighters in this area 
have been in the bush for too long 
and lived too hard to muster much 
martial spirit. It's not a war that 
attracts people already struggling to 
survive against isolation and the ele- 
ments. 

It's disheartening but I'm told evi- 
dence of more effective resistance 
may be in store. On 17 August we are 
slated to begin our march toward the 
Atlantic and into the heart of FNLA- 
controlled countryside. In a few days 
I'll see what free Northern Angola 
looks like. Until then there is time to 
contemplate the questions that have 
been bothering me since | got a first- 
hand look at the rag-tag resistance 
fighters of the FNLA. 

What do the people of Northern 
Angola hope for? And how can a 
handful of ragged, barely-armed guer- 
rillas give it to them? I've been 
assured that inside of two weeks I'll 
meet the General Staff of the FNLA 
and see a free city of 25,000. | can’t 
help being skeptical. 

The hunters have been burning the 
hills again and smoke obscures all but 
the nearest objects. If they are willing 
to burn their land to survive, will they 
fight to save it? 

Tomorrow the torture of the march 
begins again. ®& 
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Keeping an Eye on the Rising Sun 


by Beth Hoagland 


T the outbreak of World War Il — 
before they received recognition for 
their role in stemming the Japanese tide 
rolling across the Pacific — Coast Watchers 
were the envy of many American soldiers 
and sailors. It seemed like a pleasant way to 
fight a brutal war. Why suffer slogging 
through the jungle or sweat it out aboard 
ship when you could be a Coast Watcher, do 
your bit lolling around beautiful beaches 
and never have to get any closer to the 
enemy than the range of your binoculars? 
And then the true stories of Coast Watch- 

er danger and daring began to circulate. 
They were told by downed combat pilots, 
sailors from ships sunk by the Japanese and 
by senior officers who owed the success of 
their island-hopping campaigns to intelli- 
gence from Coast Watchers who literally 
crawled into enemy camps to spy and report 
their observations. The list of volunteers for 
Coast Watcher duty dwindled to:a select 
few. Most were Australians or New Zea- 
landers who had lived on Pacific islands for 
years before the war tending farms and 
plantations. The record indicates there was 
only one American officially assigned full 
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time to Coast Watcher duty but he made an 
impact. Before the end of the war, Franklin 
Nash helped rescue a future President of the 
United States and worked closely with a 
future U.S. Supreme Court Justice. 

Nash was an Army Signal Corps corporal 
with the 410th Aviation Battalion on 
Guadalcanal in 1942 and he knew practical- 
ly nothing about Coast Watchers. He spent 
most of his time at Henderson Field in the 
control tower watching shot-up Corsairs 
and Hellcats stagger back from tangling 
with Japs over the Solomon Islands. An 
officer — usually a tired pilot — was re- 
quired to be on duty in the tower with en- 
listed radio operators and controllers. Many 
of the fliers had been directed to targets or 
been picked up by Coast Watchers after 
being shot down. Tales of these irregular 
operatives fascinated Corporal Nash. 

During off-duty hours he began to com- 
pare his relatively placid air control duties 
with the mission of these seldom-seen, har- 
dy souls who lived in the bush with little to 
protect them except their wits, their radios 
and friendly natives. If a pilot was shot 
down in the South Pacific, his best bet for 


quick rescue was usually a local Coast 
Watcher who would either pick up the 
downed aviator personally or radio a boat to 
pluck him out of the water. 

But Nash knew the Coast Watcher’s most 
valuable mission was to observe and report 
via coded radio messages on the activities of 
the Japanese, which Nash later recalled 
“‘just intrigued the hell out of me.’’ He 
began to seriously consider volunteering for 
an organzation with a short but colorful 
history. 

The Coast Watchers were organized by 
Royal Australian Navy Commander Eric 
Feldt shortly after the war in the Pacific 
began. He chose Ferdinand as a code name 
for his people recalling a Walt Disney car- 
toon character, Ferdinand the Bull, who 
instead of fighting sat unobtrusively under a 
tree and smelled the flowers. It seemed 
appropriate for a group that was supposed to 
look, listen and report from hiding in the 
midst of the enemy. Nash presumed such a 
far-flung network of spies would have a 
complex nerve-center in the Solomons. He 
was wrong. 

Out of curiosity, he visited the Coast 
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Watcher headquarters on Guadalcanal dur- 
ing his off-duty time. He was floored to find 
no lights, no maps, no administrative party 
and not much of anything but a radio and 
some Australians to man it. 

‘Those Aussies just didn’t know how to 
scrounge,’’ recalled Nash. He decided they 
could use something better on the Canal to 
support their field operatives. He provided 
Coast Watcher headquarters with tables 
made from packing crates, six-volt batteries 
and lights. Nash's efforts put him on the 
good side of Lieutenant Commander Hugh 
Mackenzie, RAN, who was in charge of the 
Guadalcanal headquarters. He got an enthu- 
siastic welcome when he volunteered to join 
the outfit but Nash knew the U.S. Army 
bureaucracy might have other ideas. 

Cmdr. Mackenzie promised he’d get 
Nash an official transfer from the U.S. 
Army, so Nash dropped his other duties and 
went on 24-hour call to code and decode 
messages for the Coast Watchers. It was 
three months before Nash learned from his 
captain that he was technically considered a 
deserter because no transfer orders had been 
issued. Afraid he might lose Nash back to 
the Army, Mackenzie quickly cut orders 
detaching the corporal to the Allied Intelli- 
gence Bureau for duty with Ferdinand... 

Cpl. Nash officially became a Coast 
Watcher but he did not remain on Guadal- 
canal for long. Sub-lieutenant Reg Evans, 
RAN, a Coast Watcher based on a Solo- 
mons flyspeck called Kolombangara, 
needed an assistant. Nash volunteered. 
Cmdr. Mackenzie thought it would be 
absurd to send an inexperienced American 
to live in the bush on the tropical island and 
turned Nash down flat. Calling in some 
previous markers, Nash got the backing of 
Mackenzie’s right-hand man, Lieutenant 
R.A. Robinson — and the assignment. 

Nash caught a Navy PBY to Segi, New 
Georgia, where he had a three-day indoc- 
trination with Donald Kennedy, a long-time 
resident of the area. He began to learn Pid- 
gin English, a bastardized form of language 
used to communicate with Micronesian na- 
tives. He was given a crash course in bush- 
craft concentrating on the ways Coast 
Watchers escaped detection by the wily 
Japanese. He also got some unorthodox les- 
sons in his military communication special- 
ty. Coast Watchers typically shaved the 
thickness of their radio crystals, which con- 
trolled transmission wavelength, to make it 
harder for the enemy to find the frequency 
and get a fix on their location. 

‘‘When they’d get ‘em down to where 
they were almost exactly right,’” Nash re- 
called, ‘‘they’d take face powder and rub 
’em a little bit. That would take a millionth 
of a micron off.’’ The Japanese rarely man- 
aged to find Coast Watchers by RDF 


U.S. Navy fighters flying in formation over 
Midway Island during World War II. Many 
of these and other pilots who were shot 
down owe their lives to the the Coast 
Watchers, who got to them before the 
Japanese. Photo: AP/Wide World 
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methods but remaining undetected was only 
one of the many problems they faced 
throughout the South Pacific. Providing 
solid intelligence was a major difficulty. 
Until May 1943, Nash indicated, ‘‘we had 
no good maps.”’ \ 

“‘The first maps we had just had dotted 
lines around the coast. We didn’t know the 
depth for PT boats or if subs could get in. 
Until we got some good aerial photos, the 
only good maps we had were captured from 
the Japs. With good maps, we could code the 
messages with air strike vectors, and two 
hours later, Jap barges would be destroyed.” 

During May when better maps and charts 
became available from Coast Watcher head- 
quarters, Corrigan and Nash carried new 
radio crystals and updated maps to Munda 
and Roviana Lagoon. From there, friendly 
natives paddled Nash in a dugout canoe to 
Kolombangara, where Nash had been 
ordered to duty as Reg Evans’ new assis- 
tant. The Australian officer and his Yank 
assistant became close friends on the tiny 
island. Evans called Nash a ‘‘quiet, good- 
humored farming man from Colorado, so 
long in the the legs it was quicker to lead a 
horse under him than ask him to mount it.”’ 

The waters off the coast of their island 
were crowded with Japanese shipping and 
the Coast Watcher team began feeding a 
steady stream of signals on resupply barge 
movements. It was obvious to them that the 
Japs were trying desperately to reinforce 
Munda which was under constant assault by 
the allies. 

“The barges would come in on the dark 
side of the moon,”’ said Nash, ‘‘and stay as 
close to the islands as they could so the PT 
boats and destroyers in the channel couldn’t 
see them. If you’re on the island side look- 
ing at the ocean, you can see a silhouette 
anywhere. If you’re on the ocean side look- 
ing in, you can’t see anything. 

“The barges would get so close they’d 
hang up on reefs every once in a while. The 


Map of Solomon Islands, showing areas of 
assignment for Nash while he was a Coast 
Watcher. 
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Japs would unload at night and cover the 
barges with coconut palm leaves. I'd sitina 
coconut tree with good field glasses and the 
first thing I’d do at daylight is look those 
reefs over good. Then I’d radio the position 
and here’d come the fighter planes.’’ 

On the night of 2 August 1943, Evans and 
Nash spotted a mysterious blaze in Blackett 
Strait. ‘‘We watched ... but couldn’t see 
much for the dark.’’ On the island, there 
was no way for the Coast Watchers to know 
of the desperate battle going on at sea. The 
darkness obscured a Japanese destroyer 
bearing down on a collision course with a 
U.S. Navy PT boat. Nash and Evans 
learned of the tragic collision in an 0930 
headquarters broadcast the next day. 

“PT boat 109 lost in action in Blackett 
Strait. Crew of 12. Request any informa- 
tion,’’ the transmission said. Evans and 
Nash alerted friendly natives in the area to 
be on the lookout for survivors. On 7 Au- 
gust, on a small coral reef called Gomu, 
Evans met four natives who turned over to 
him a bedraggled and exhausted PT-boat 
Skipper suffering from back and leg in- 
juries. In a nasal New England accent, the 
Navy officer told the Army Corporal his 
name was Lieutenant (junior grade) John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy. 

Evans and Nash got the future President 
safely back into Navy hands and returned to 
their duties. The Japanese were once again 
making strides in the area and eventually 
forced the Coast Watchers to abandon posts 
on the Solomon islands of Gizo, Arundel 
and finally Kolombangara. The team of 
Nash and Forbes Robertson were assigned 
to duty on Gomu where they had to live 
entirely off the land. ‘‘Forbes Robertson 
really taught me how to live in the jungle,”’ 
Nash recalled. ‘‘We started living like 
kings.”’ 

“*The native fish boys would make gog- 
gles out of bamboo and a little piece of 
plastic for the eyes. They’d get underwater 
by those reefs, armed with a bamboo pole 
with a few rusty nails attached to it and 
swim along with those fish and spear ’em. 
They’d return with lobster, turtle, turtle 
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eggs and toba, what the natives called a fat 
green fish.’” All these delicacies from the 
sea had to be cooked and that presented 
other problems with Japanese troops on the 
island. 

“‘The natives would pile up a bunch of 
rocks, build a fire under ’em and get the 
rocks hot,’’ Nash remembered. ‘‘They’d 
lay banana leaves over the coals, sew 
chunks of toba into a banana leaf, place it on 
a pole and steam it over the fire for 30 
minutes. Man, that was eatin.’’ But Nash 
had to spend time away from the beach to 
observe Japanese concentrations on the is- 
land or scout for downed aviators. 

“When we travelled, we lived on rice, 
American rations and, of course, those Aus- 
sies had to have their tea. They’d airdrop us 
anything we needed. When we were in the 
bush, they’d drop us shotgun shells. We’d 
give one shell to the ‘shoot boy’ and say we 
wanted two pigeons. We ate a lot of pi- 
geons. I never ate pigeon before or since,”’ 
Nash said. 

The natives would trade bananas, pineap- 
ple, coconuts, limes, pawpaws and sweet 
potatoes. *‘AII of these items had a certain 
value and you’d dicker with them. A half 
stick of tobacco would be good for a full 
basket of pawpaws. Nothing better than a 
ripe pawpaw with lime juice and sugar. 
Four sticks of tobacco and a sheet of paper 
bought a big chicken.” 

A close working relationship with the 
natives was essential to the Coast Watchers’ 
success. Propaganda leaflets were distrib- 
uted frequently informing the natives to re- 
port all downed pilots. There was a standing 
reward of a bag of rice and a case of tinned 
meat for each airman brought in by natives. 
The reward system worked. Natives res- 
cued 22 U.S. airmen on the island of Segi 
alone. 

In October 1943, New Zealand troops 
went into action to take Mono and Stirling in 
the Treasury Islands group in preparation 
for an Allied assault on Bougainville. Nash 
was sent to Mono with a New Zealand Army 
sergeant to recon the area in an effort to 
locate and rescue downed pilots reported in 
the area. In the crew of the PT boat that 
ferried Nash and the Kiwi sergeant to Mono 
was Byron White, later appointed as a U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice by President Ken- 
nedy. Nash had known White when both 
attended the University of Colorado. ‘‘I 
never saw anyone that could play football 
like he did,’’ Nash said. 

‘‘When we landed that night, the PT boat 
let us off and we canoed ashore. It was so 
damned dark, we couldn’t see anything. We 
pulled our canoes in, got our tarps, and just 
kinda sat there till daylight came. Just as 
soon as there was anywhere near light, we 
sent Harry Wickam out there to see if we 
could find where we were. He came back in 
about 30 minutes. We had landed right be- 
side a little native village, quite a ways from 
the Japs.” 

Mono Island natives hid the Coast 
Watcher team in the bush where they waited 
for delivery of three downed Allied pilots 
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and intelligence on Japanese troop strengths 
and locations. The island was crawling with 
Japanese and the natives had trouble con- 
vincing some of the fliers that white men 
had arrived to rescue them. Jesse Scott, a 
radioman on a downed torpedo-bomber, 
feared a Japanese trick and at first refused to 
allow the natives to guide him away from 
his jungle hideout. Finally, one of the Coast 
Watchers ventured after him personally. 
After seeing that white men had come to 
their rescue, Jesse and other airmen came 
out of hiding. 

“‘The natives kept watch on the trails for 
Japs until night came, then they took us to 
meet the PT boat in an outrigger canoe,”’ 


‘Nash recalled. ‘‘First time I’d seen an out- 


rigger. Down in the Solomons we had dug- 
out canoes. We went back to Vella Lavella, 
where the airmen were flown to Guadalca- 
nal while we prepared for the invasion at 
Torokina’’ on the island of Bougainville. 
Nash said the fight for Torokina and its 
airstrip was so intense that a lot of Allied 
aircraft were mistakenly downed by friend- 
ly fire. ‘‘The Japs would come at you with 
torpedo bombers, dive bombers and fight- 
ers. Our (pilots) were right in there fighting 
with them. If you’re sittin’ on a gun, anda 
fighter plane is goin’ to strafe, unless you 
really been schooled in silhouettes and have 
a lot of cool, which is pretty hard to do at a 
time with bombs droppin’ in on this side of 


Franklin Nash, second from left, on 
Guadalcanal with other members of the 
410th Aviation Signal Corps before he 
joined Coast Watchers in Operation 
Ferdinand. 


ya and that side of ya, you shoot ’em. Many 
a good Allied fighter was shot down by their 
own men and you couldn’t do a damn thing 
about it.’”’ 

Once Torokina was reasonably secure, 
Nash and other Coast Watchers moved out 
to clandestine duty on other parts of 
Bougainville, which presented them with 
special problems. 

“‘The natives on Bougainville couldn’t 
even talk to the natives on the other side of 
the hill from them and they’d been there for 
centuries. You got a beach boy a mile into 
the bush and he was lost. You got a bush boy 
on a beach and he couldn’t swim, paddle a 
canoe or anything. The only time bush na- 
tives came to the ocean was to get salt once a 
year. 

*‘Our basic job on Bougainville was to go 
up in the bush and keep an eye on the Japs so 
they wouldn’t come back down while we 
built the airstrip at Torokina. There was a lot 
of Japs left on Bougainville and you not only 
had to keep a careful watch for them but also 
for the unfriendly pro-Jap natives. We had to 
be prepared to move at a minute’s notice. 
The Australians were down on Torokina tak- 
ing care of the air base and those damn Japs 
had it in their head they were going to make a 
last stand and march up there to take the 
base. There were a hell of a lot more Japs 
than Aussies, but they didn’t get it done. 

‘As far as being jungle fighters, the Japs 
couldn’t compete with us. They just didn’t 
have the equipment. We’d capture a few 
and take their diaries. You couldn’t believe 
the crap they’d write in those letters. They’d 
pray for someone to bring them food; they’d 
give their life for this or that. They weren’t 
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In the Bite of: : foday? s intelli- 
gence-gathering business, activities 
such as those carried out by Coast 
Watchers in World War If are referred to 
as HUMINT, an acronymn for ‘“human 
intelligence’’ which refers to informa- 
tion generated by people actually on the 
ground in an area in question. With the 
boom in space-age technology in the 
past 40 years, however, spymasters and 
military strategic planners have relied 
more and more on ELINT, or electronic 
intel. 

The closest comparable ELINT coun- 
terpart to something like the Coast 
Watchers and the Allies Ferdinand op- 
eration would’ be the Defense Satellite 
Communications Systems, known as 
DSCS III. 

DSCS U:uses high-resolution photo 
reconnaisance satellites that have sever- 
al antenna capable of connecting a wide 
range of users at different locations at the 
same time. The six independent surveil- 
lance channels can provide resources on 
command, grouping users by their geo- 
graphical situation or by their operation- 
al needs. Competing users range from 
the United Kingdom, Diplomatic Tele- 
communications Service, NATO, 
mobile ground forces, U.S Navy, 
Worldwide Military Control and Control 
System and the White: House Com- 
munications Agency. 

Although the satellites of DSCS III, 
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With the boom in space-age technology, 
spymasters and military strategic 


planners have relied increasingly on 
electronic intel such as this Defense 
Satellite Communications System (DSCS 
iil). Photo; USAF 


unlike operatives in Ferdinand, have no 
offensive capability, the system can de- 
fend itself from certain anticipated mod- 
em warfare problems. Nuclear explo- 


sions emit intense bursts of energy: 


known as Electronic Magnetic P 


(EMP) that can permanently-or teitipos 


rarily damage all types of electronic 
equipment. DSCS III’s equipment. has 
been “‘hardened”’ to resist EMP effects. 


The satellites also have anti-jamming 


capabilities to protect their programs 
from enemy interference, 

General Electric designs its defense 
satellite to do much of its own altitude 


control and station keeping in the event a 


ground altitude control station is de- 
stroyed. A constellation of four satellites 
placed in synchronous orbit over the In- 
dian Ocean, and the east and west Pacif- 
ic and Atlantic oceans provides constant 
worldwide ground contact and makes 
data.from any global location available 
at any given time. 

_ The Fleet Satellite Communications 
System, FLTSATCOM, was built by 
TRW forthe U.S. Navy. Ithas many of the 
same. capabilities as DSCS IH, but is cap- 
able of transmitting to small mobile plat- 
forms equipped with low-cost terminals. 


worldly at all. It was grilled into them that 
they were the chosen people. They fought 
hard and could kill ya but they just didn’t 
have the supplies,”’’ Nash said. 

When Nash took a month’s leave and 
went to Brisbane, Australia, the Colorado 
cowboy in his blood surfaced. He asked if 
anyone needed any help ona ranch. “‘A guy 
told me if I wanted to go to the back country, 
I could find work. So I took a train to the 
interior, and got back to ranchin’ for a 
while, workin’ with cattle and horses.”” 

When Nash returned to Bougainville, the 
war was coming to an end. 

“We'd listen to the radio every night and 
when we defeated Germany, our spirits rose 
40 notches. Nobody knew anything about 
the atom bomb until it was dropped. When 
we heard that bomb was dropped and then 
the next one, we knew we were going to get 
out of there. There weren’t any happier peo- 
ple in the world to see that atom bomb 
dropped,’’ Nash declared. 

“If it’s your life or morality, there isn’t 
going to be any question about it,’’ he said. 
“*You may think there is, but when it’s your 
survival and you’re 9,000 miles away from 
home and somebody’s huntin’ you every 
day to kill you and you can get a weapon that 
will eliminate him, that’s the weapon you’re 
lookin’ for. Harry Truman has been a friend 
of mine ever since. It was the right thing to 
do, 100 percent. If we had to go to Japan, 
we would’ve done it. But it would’ve been 
like Okinawa and Iwo Jima: tough. 

“‘When the war was over, we all met 
down on the beach, ‘‘ Nash recalled. ‘‘In the 
meantime, the Australians dropped us some 
money, axes, and a lot more trade goods. 
Sergeant Yauwika and another two or three 
good police boys got the names of the na- 
tives that had been killed by the Japs when 
they were spying for us. We did the very 
best to pay their families off with shillings, 
axes, laplap, salt, paper and tobacco.”’ 

As members of the Coast Watchers 
melted away to return to peacetime pursuits, 
they were slow to talk about what they had 
done. And because Ferdinand was a highly 
secretive operation and all references to it 
were censored from the news, the public 
heard very little about the heroic group. But 
official recognition was made, in discreet 
quarters, of the invaluable and heroic con- 
tributions made to the Allies by the Coast 
Watchers. 

Before he left Guadalcanal, U.S. Marine 
Corps Major General Alexander A. Van- 
degrift referred to the Coast Watchers in his 
final Order of the Day as ‘‘our small band of 
Allies who have contributed so vastly in 
proportion to their numbers.’’ 

From Major General Alexander M. 
Patch, Commanding General at Guadalca- 
nal: The Coast Watchers’ ‘‘magnificent and 
courageous work has contributed in great 
measure to success of operation on Guadal- 
canal.”’ 

Admiral William F. Halsey, Jr. said the 
intelligence signaled from Coast Watchers 
on Bougainville had saved Guadalcanal, and 
Guadalcanal had saved the South Pacific. ® 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 63 


SOF FEATURE XPERIMENTING with martial art 


forms is fine for the dojo but in combat 
you want to be sure of your moves. When 


you can smell the garlic on the bad guy’s 
breath, it’s no time for “‘Oops, let’s try that 
again.”” 


Those considerations — and a well- 
deserved reputation for combat readiness at 


9 all ranges — has led a significant segment of 
Great Britain’s Royal Marines back to one 
of the most basic martial arts. After more 


than 30 years of close-combat evolution and 
experiments with various martial tech- 
niques including judo, karate and aikido, 
the Royal Marine Commandos have come 
back to jujitsu. 

The Booties have geared this ancient, 
unarmed fighting system toward situations 
they have encountered — and expect to face 
— on modern battlefields. Most of the res- 
urrection of jujitsu began around 1980 at 
stately Deal Barracks, a historic depot for 
RM training. That’s appropriate. The ac- 
knowledged father of close combat tech- 
niques in the British Armed Forces, Wil- 
liam Fairbairn, first joined the Royal 
Marines and trained at Deal. 

The situation was significantly different 
in 1980 than Fairbairn would have remem- 
bered from his early days as a Marine. On 
the manicured fields of the Royal Marine 
Training Center (RMTC), Commandos 
grunted and strained in mock hand-to-hand 
combat under the watchful eyes and short 
tempers of a Close Combat Training Team 
(CCTT). Fairbairn’s successors were Brit- 
ish judokas James G. Shortt and Bernie 
Finan. They instructed young Commandos 
in jujitsu, knife fighting and sentry elimina- 
tion, bayonet fighting, baton and stick tech- 
niques and other close-combat skills. It was 
hard work for the trainees but Finan and 
Shortt were in the Royal Marine version of a 
hog’s heaven. 

In 1980, Bernie Finan was an NCO with 
the Physical Training Wing of 41 Comman- 
do, Royal Marines. His fame extended far 
beyond his own unit. Representing his reg- 
iment in British national judo competition, 
Finan had upheld the Royal Marines’ repu- 
tation for fighting prowess and fitness in 
countless bouts. He is no stranger to other 
martial art forms including boxing, aikido, 
karate and French boxing (Boxe Francaise/ 
Savate). That background made Finan a 
hard man to deal with in the sparring ring 
and a natural to teach the tricks of unarmed 
mayhem to other Marines. 

At Deal he met James G. Shortt who was 
trained in the 300-year-old style of Ryoi 
Shinto Ryu by Sensei Kaiso Komito. Shortt 
was a highly-skilled proponent of this tradi- 
tional Japanese fighting style which advo- 
cates an all-around method of combat train- 
ing with emphasis on metsu bushi (to throw 
ashes into the eyes — a blinder). In this 
style, the student learns to strike an oppo- 
nent as a shock maneuver before applying a 


Royal Marines 
Revert to Martial Arts 


Text and Photos by George Barrett 


Sentry removal is always taught at 
commando courses. The Royal Marine 
Commando School teaches its students to do 
it swiftly and silently. 
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throw, projection or lock. Shortt is skilled in 
other martial arts and holds dan grades in 
judo and karate and a third dan in the mod- 
ern jujitsu style of Juki Ryu. He and Finan 
found they fit in with each other like hand 
and glove. 

They began to work on developing a 
program for training Royal Marines in close 
combat techniques ranging from grappling 
and unarmed encounters to the use of in- 
fighting weapons. They reached into their 
martial arts backgrounds and designed a 
variation of Nihon kobujutsu which teaches 
the way of the sword, knife, baton/stick/ 
stave, spear and kusari gama. They also 
began to familiarize Royal Marines at Deal 
with other oriental armed combat methods 
using such exotic weapons as manriki- 
gusari (weighted chain), Tekken-zu (iron 
ring used as a knuckle duster), jitte (iron 
truncheon), nawa (rope), Shuriken (darts, 
spikes and needles) and shaken (throwing 
discs or stars). It all seemed quite sophisti- 
cated for a basic military hand-to-hand com- 
bat class, but Shortt and Finan claimed it 
was simply an expansion of the basics. 

Shortt claimed that modern methods of 
armed and unarmed combat taught to most 
military men are simply updated equiva- 
lents of ancient ways and the same princi- 
ples of training can be applied to encompass 
modern weapon development. That seemed 
logical to the decision makers at White Hall 
and the close combat instructors were given 
the go-ahead to do their particularly violent 
thing with Royal Marines at Deal. 

The experiment was well-received 
among the rugged Royal Marines and Shortt 
has expanded his reach to the point where he 
now exclusively concentrates on training 
military and police personnel. In the years 
since the Deal Barracks experiment large 
numbers of British soldiers and policemen 
have benefited from close combat training 
programs developed and taught by Shortt 
and Finan. That’s fine with Shortt who had 
his first encounter with cross-training back 
before Deal in 1970 when he spent a short 
time instructing Green Berets from the U.S. 
7th Special Forces Group (Airborne) who 
were in Britain on leave. Both the Green 
Berets and Shortt came away with a new 
respect for each other. 

‘*That was one of the very few occasions 
when I not only taught the military but 
learned from them,”’ Shortt recalled. ““To 
be honest it ended as an exchange of con- 
cepts, approach and technique. Since that 
time I have a respect for American Special 
Forces that will take hell to shift.”’ 

Soldiers and policemen came to Shortt 
for instruction in bayonet fencing, a tech- 
nique that had sadly slipped from the mili- 
tary and para-military lexicon with the ad- 
vent of modern assault rifles. Old soldiers 
applauded the effort. 

Bayonet fencing in Britain’s Armed Forces 
was a mandatory subject for all soldiers trained 
prior to VJ Day. It lost favor following World 
War II when machine guns and indirect fire 
weapons proved to be the more likely methods 
of engagement in modern warfare. 
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Using wooden rifles, these trainees lunge at 
each other during bayonet training. 


A trainee hits the turf during jujitsu 
training. Maybe his mates standing around 
watching will learn something from the 
experience. 


It was not an easy task since modern 
bayonets tend to be more suited for use as 
digging tools or can openers than as 
weapons, either in a soldier’s hand or 
attached to the end of his rifle. Shortt got 
hold of some old practice pieces, mainly 
mockups or Short Magazine Lee-Enfield 
(SMLE) rifles with 18-inch bayonets of 
WWII vintage. The SMLEs were used for 
drills while the mockups were used in one- 
on-one encounters to avoid injuries. The 
practice devices are designed in the general 
shape of a rifle but are much heavier and 
mount a rubber bung in place of the steel 
bayonet. The bung is connected to a hyd- 


Taulic plunger system which allows the 


trainee to jab without injuring his opponent. 


In training, soldiers wear padded gloves 
as well as a vest with padded chest and 
arms. That allows them to engage in no- 
holds-barred mock combat. Shortt — and 
many of his students — claim it’s the next 
best thing to being there. 

Wearing these ‘‘Michelin-Man coats’’ as 
they’ve been dubbed by the Royal Marines, 
padded warriors line up under the watchful 
eye of an instructor and prepare to do battle. 
Special operations troopers from the famed 
21st Special Air Service (SAS) Regiment 
engaged in some particularly vicious con- 
tests using the methods resurrected by 
Shortt and Finan for battlefield bayonet en- 
counters. 

These days, classes in unarmed and close 
combat continue throughout the British mil- 
itary and within many of the country’s 
police organizations using many of the 
methods developed by Shortt and Finan. 
The British Army was so impressed that 
they have formed Close Combat Training 
Teams (CCTTs) for virtually all regiments 
to standardize training for both regular and 
territorial units. 

Military and police minds the world over 
are arriving at the same conclusion: conven- 
tional judo/karate/aikido type methods 
won’t work across the board for one-on-one 
encounters on modern battlefields but they 
have some effective application in combina- 
tion with the basics of unarmed combat 
training: The key — as indicated by 
pioneers Shortt and Finan — appears to be 
picking the best moves from all known tech- 
niques and teaching them to motivated stu- 
dents who understand lives may be at stake. 

Both Finan and Shortt admit that CCTTs 
and a return to the basics of proven systems 
only represents a beginning for producing 
well-trained, deadly soldiers. They don’t 
advocate laying down the rifle and kicking 
off the combat boots to take an enemy on 
bare-handed. That’s for the movies. 

For the real world, the goal is giving the 
modern fighting man an effective weapon 
when what he’s been issued is inoperable or 
out of the ammo necessary to avoid a close 
combat situation. 5% 
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Finland — 
New Life into SMGs 


Text and Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


Firing JATI submachine gun. 
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HE submachine gun refuses to die. 
Surrounded by snubbed-down 
assault rifles with fancy folding stocks, it 
continues to pop out of tank turrets and 

drop from the sky in the arms of 
camouflaged commandos. Foreign 
police strut on street corners with sub- 
machine guns slung nonchalantly across 
their shoulders. U.S. law enforcement 
agencies shuttle them through back 
doors in unmarked crates to counter 
charges that they are storing “gangster 
guns,” 

Meanwhile, a less familiar version. of 
the arms race continues. As assault 
rifles get smaller and lighter, sub- 
machine guns scurry along just in front, 
chopping weight by using space-age 
materials and surgically removing un- 
necessary appendages. The new Fin- 
nish JATI is a perfect example. 
Weighing a mere 3.6 lbs., empty, and 
14.8 inches in overall length, the JATI 
shaves the disinction between sub- 
machine gun and machine pistol to a 
fine line. a 

Designed by Finnish engineer Jali 
Timari in 1980, the JATI is a most sur- 
prising weapon. Manufactured by 
Tampereen Asepaja Oy, which special- 
izes in dies for plastic injection molding, 
ABS-type plastics play an important 
role in the JATI’s construction. The 
lower receiver assembly (which incorpo- 
rates the pistol grip and magazine well), 
rear sight, retracting handle, trigger, 
sear lever and disconnector are all plas- 
tic. The three-piece upper receiver 
body, hinged receiver top cover, modu- 
lar trigger housing and other small com- 
ponents are sheet-metal pressings, The 
barrel and bolt are stainless-steel forg- 
ings. The gun has a total of only 39 
components, plus the magazine. 

The JATI operates by unlocked pure 
blowback using a telescoping bolt which 
seals the receiver’s ejection port except 
during the moment of ejection. Firing 
from the open-bolt position, the fixed 
firing pin strikes the primer after the 
bolt has enveloped 4.3 inches of the 8- , 
inch barrel. There is no advanced prim- 
er ignition. The chamber is not tapered 
and headspace is on the case mouth. 
As a consequence, burst cycles are 
smooth and free of the loping pattem 
that often distinguishes submachine 
guns firing by advanced primer ignition. 

While wrap-around bolts are no 
novelty fo those accustomed to the 
Czech Models 23/25 and ZK476, UZI, 
Beretta 12S and numerous others of 
this configuration, Timari has wmung full 
potential out of an obscure concept 
which first appeared in the bizarre 
French MAS Model 1938 submachine 
gun. The MAS38 bolt moved in a cylin- 
drical recess in the receiver body'set at 
an angle with the bore’s axis. When the 
bolt recoiled rearward, it dropped into a 
tube in the buttstock. Moving on an in- 
cline reduced the cyclic rate to a proper 
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Try driving out the roll 
pin that retains the 
MAC-10’s extractor 

with a rusty nail in the 
tall grass and you'll 

develop a new 
perspective on these 
small matters. 


600 rpm. All was for naught, however, 
as the MAS38 was chambered for the 
pathetic 7.65mm French Long car- 
tridge. ‘ 

Chambering his submachine gun for 
the now ubiquitous 9mm Parabellum, 
Timari has repositioned this principle to 
move the bolt along a seven-degree 
angle above the bore’s axis. This per- 
mits the pistol grip to be placed directly 
in line with the bore’s axis and the 
forces of recoil. Felt recoil is thus re- 
duced to the maximum extent possible. 
In addition, when the bolt moves rear- 
ward after ignition it presses downward 
on the barrel as its mass (the bolt 
weighs 1.25 lbs., more than a third of 
the gun’s entire mass) is transported to- 
ward the bolt’s axis and muzzle climb is 
significantly diminished. Finally, moving 
out of parallel to the bore’s axis creates 
a mechanical disadvantage on the bolt 
which lowers the cyclic rate to 600-650 


m. 

The fixed firing pin is milled into a 
bolt head which can be removed from 
the bolt body by prying the extractor 


Firing JATI with Dater suppressor 
attached. 


out of its retaining recess with a screw- 
diver and pushing the bolt head for- 
ward. This is really heads-up baseball. 
Pierced primers, prevalent in some lots 
of ammunition, will flame-etch the firing 
pin, leaving jagged pock marks whose 
sharp edges will then pierce the primers 
of all cartridges fired through the gun, 
regardless of lot, accelerating the firing 
pin’s disintegration in geometric prog- 
ression. Gently stoning the pin will 
sometimes retard the process, but even- 
tually the bolt must be discarded. Only 
the JATI’s bolt head need be replaced 
in this event. Extractors fail more often 
than any other component in full-auto 
weapons. The JATI extractor can be re- 
placed as easily as that of a Colt 
M1911A1 pistol. Try driving out the roll 
pin that retains the MAC-10’s extractor 
with a rusty nail in the tall grass and 
you'll develop a new perspective on 
these small matters. 

The six-groove, eight-inch barrel has 
a right hand twist of one turn in 9.85 
inches. The barrel is tapered and thins 
at the muzzle end to clear the bolt on 
its uphill run. Two circular rims milled 
into the barrel’s exterior at the muzzle 
end are used to retain the barrel in the 
receiver body. They must be oriented 
with their flat surface up to provide 
clearance for the hinged receiver cover. 

The barrel contacts the receiver only 
at the one-inch space between these 
rims and for the last 34-inch at its cham- 
ber end. There is little heat transfer. 
The receiver cover is also open at the 
muzzle end for air-flow cooling. This 
opening as well as that of the pistol-grip 
bottom have been plugged on speci- 
mens sold to Middle East clients who 
operate in arid, dusty environments. 

The plastic lower receiver is attached 
to the upper receiver body (which con- 


a 
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tains the weapon’s serial number) for- 
ward of the magazine well by a steel, 
thin-walled tube, fpanged at each end 
for retention on the upper receiver's 
side walls and at the aft end by the pin 
on which tre receiver cover catch-rear 
sling-swivel pivots. The modular trigger 
mechanism is housed within the pistol- 
grip portion of the lower receiver and 
held in place by the JATI’s only screw. 
It’s simple, yet clever and totally 
unique. 

There is no selector switch for semi- 
auto/full-auto. Semi-automatic fire is 
obtained by pulling the trigger a short 
distance to the first pressure point. 
When the trigger is pulled to the first 
stage the sear rotates downward and 
releases the bolt which is driven for- 
ward by the force of the compressed 
recoil spring. After ignition of the round 
in the chamber the bolt stops its for- 
ward movement and commences its 
rearward travel while the extractor claw 
draws the empty case out of the cham- 
ber. When the empty case strikes the 
ejector (an integral part of the stamped 
sheet-metal trigger housing) above the 
magazine well, the expended shell is 
thrown out the ejection port, now 
momentarily exposed by an opening in 
the bolt body. The bolt moves ¥2-inch 
past the initial sear engagement to push 
the disconnector backward. As the bolt 
moves forward, so does the disconnec- 
tor, moving between the spring-loaded 
sear lever and the ceiling of the trigger 
housing to throw the sear up into en- 
gagement with the bolt’s bent. 

As more pressure is applied to the 
trigger, the sear lever — to which it is 
attached — cams up into direct contact 
with the ceiling of the trigger housing to 
prevent the disconnector from moving 
forward and rotating the sear upward. 
The result is full-auto fire. 

The JATI’s retracting handle also 
answers as a vertical foregrip and pro- 
vides the only idiosyncrasy that must be 
mastered. Non-reciprocating, the cock- 
ing handle must remain in the forward 
position or the bolt’s travel will be in- 
hibited. When in the vertical position, 
the support hand should push forward 
firmly on the foregrip during firing se- 
quences. An alternative method is to 
fold the retracting handle under the re- 
ceiver, in the manner of a horizontal 
foregrip, without completely closing it 
shut, A protuberance on the retracting 
handle molding serves as the JATI’s 
only safety device. When the handle is 
folded completely up this nub blocks 
the bolt from moving in either the for- 
ward or retracted positions. Ih my opin- 
ion, firing the JATI in a stress environ- 
ment with the cocking handle partially 
folded under the receiver is a potential- 
ly fatal procedure as it takes very little 
effort to squeeze the weapon hard 
enough to drive the safety nub up into 
the receiver body to block the bolt and 
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Hip and shoulder 
holsters are available, 
as well as a nylon 
mesh-type chest 
harness for magazines 
and other 
accouterments. 


shut you down. Some Middle Eastern 
users have ordered the JATI without 
the safety nub so it can be fired with 
the retracting handle folded up. As it is 
ABS plastic, the nub could be ground 
off easily enough, but then you are 
without any form of safety whatever 
and the gun would have to be carried 
with the bolt forward on an empty 
chamber until the moment of use. 


That’s foolish as it-is much quicker to 
merely unfold the cocking handle with 
the bolt retracted than to have to cock 
it as well. When the bolt is retracted the 
word “FIRE” appears on a red enamel 
arrow in the ejection port. 

The magazine release is of the flap- 
per type and can be manipulated for- 
ward by a finger of the firing hand. The 
two-position feed magazine is available 
in two capacities, 20-rds., for conceal- 
ment and law enforcement use, and 
40-rds., more suited to military applica- 
tions. The magazine bodies are fabri- 
cated from black anodized extruded _ 
aluminum while the follower and spring 
guide are plastic. Only the spring, 
sheet-metal floorplate, magazine catch 
and retaining screw are of steel. At 3.5 
and 5.3 02z., respectively, they are the 
lightest I have ever used, yet sturdy and 
reliable. The magazines are inter- 
changeable with the later 36-rd. maga- 
zines of the Swedish Model 1945 Carl 
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JATI is small enough to carry around in 
a hip holster. 


Firing JATI SMG from modified Weaver 
stance. 
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This shoulder holster from Finland is of 
the finest workmanship but is not up to 
the standards of many U.S. rigs. 


Gustaf (“Swedish K’’) submachine gun. 
They may also be used in the S&W 
M76, although it’s a struggle to get M76 
magazines into the JATI magazine well. 

The 40-rd. magazine is best loaded 
to 38 rounds for absolute reliability. A 
much needed magazine loader is on the 
Tampereen Asepaja Oy drafting board. 
The front and rear panels of the maga- 
zine body protrude beyond the floor- 
plate, so it cannot be slapped home 
into the magazine well with the palm of 
the hand in the customary manner. 

There is no feed ramp. When car- 
tridges are forced into a wild dance to 
reach the chamber mouth (worst case 
scenario: the French Chauchat in cali- 
ber .30-06) a feed ramp is required. 
Because the JATI’s pistol grip/magazine 
well is in line with the bore’s axis, the 
cartridge has a fairly straight run at the 
chamber. Thus, no guidance beyond 
that afforded by the magazine lips is 
necessary. Thank you. 

The JATI’s sights are rude and crude, 
as they should be on a submachine 
gun. The fixed, plastic square-notch 
rear sight is part of the lower receiver 
molding. The front post sight is adjust- 
able for elevation zero and secured by 
two small hex nuts. It is protected by 
sheet-metal ears welded to the receiver 
cover. 

The rigid front sling-swivel, adjacent 
to the left front-sight protective ear, is 
stamped into the left receiver panel. It is 
not large enough to accommodate a 
one-inch sling. Neither it nor the rear 
device will actually swivel. No sling is 
even issued with the JATI submachine 
gun, its designer having paid mere lip 
service to this accessory. It’s a shame 
since people who carry submachine 
guns unconcealed place some emphasis 
on this often-neglected item. SMG 
shooters also know properly engineered 
sling swivels and a readily adjustable 
sling are of great assistance when firing 
from the hip assault position. 

A shoulder stock will soon be forth- 
coming for the JATI. To date I have 
seen only photos of a prototype. The 
designer, Jali Timari, remains adamant 
in his contention that such a device is 
only atavistic clutter on his gun and is 
in no huny to producing one. Some us- 
ers — including me — don’t agree. 

Hip and shoulder holsters are avail- 
able, as well as a nylon mesh-type 
chest harness for magazines and other 
accouterments. The holsters are fabri- 
cated from the highest grade leather, 
but receive the lowest possible grades 
in the area of design. The very best 
shoulder rigs I have ever used for small 
submachine guns are those of Gene De 
Santis (De Santis Holster & Leather 
Goods Co., Dept. SOF, 155 Jericho 
Tpke., Mineola, NY 11501). The JATI 
can also be equipped with a laser sight 
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SOF 


LIFEKNIVES The complete survival knife 


that could save your life. 


#4108 — Lifeknife Trailmaster. The Volk- 
swagen of the Lifeknives. 5%” 440 stainless- 
steel blade with sawback, super-tough molded 
VALOX thermoplastic handle with survival 
codes, watertight storage space, screw-cap with 
precision luminous liquid compass, camouflage 
CORDURA nylon sheath and sharpening 
stone. Complete survival and first-aid kit, in- 
cluding fishline, hooks, sinkers, snare wire, nee- 
dles, bandages, ointment, sterile surgical blade. 
$29.95 


#4107 — Lifeknife Commando Camou- 
flage. Complete with camouflage aluminum 
hollow handle that contains a complete survival 
kit: waterproof-windproof matches, hooks, line 
sinkers, snare wire, needles and wire saw with 
screw-on watertight butt cap with precision li- 
quid-filled, luminous compass. 6” 440 stain- 
less-steel blade. Complete with camouflage 
leather sheath, lanyards and sharpening stone. 
$59.95 


#5004 — New CORDURA Duffle Bag. 
We've upgraded our duffle bag and made it 
stronger yet. Made of 100% Cordura nylon 
with a nylon YKK zipper. 844x16x15%. Black 
with yellow & red logo. $14.95 


#4001 — Sabrelite Flashlight. Strong, 
sturdy and submersible down to 2000 it. 
Strong Krypton lamp gives a bright straight 
beam even under water, 300% more light and 
life than a standard flashlight lamp. Exclusive 
spring-loaded clip locks on strap or belt. Exclu- 
sive split ring attaches to snap-hook: Available 
in green or black. $29.95 

#4002 — Military Sabrelite. Same as 
Sabrelite Flashlight only w/ black out non- 
magnetic hardware. $31.95 

#4004 — Sabrelite Rechargeable System 
$79.95 

#4003 — Pelilite. Smaller version of the 
Sabrelite. $19.95 

#4005 — Red Lens for Sabrelite For night 
ops. $6.50 
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GERBER KNIVES Built to give and take the 
worst, the Guardian from Gerber is one survival 
knife that lives up to its name. #4102 — Guar- 
dian II Camouflage. Slip-proof, high-tensile 
cast aluminum handle. 6%’ blade. Overall 
length, 11%”. Weight, 8 oz. Blade thickness 
.250”. Metal-lined camouflage Cordura scab- 
bard with pistol belt-attaching clips, belt loop 
and lacing eyelets. $69.50. #4103 — Guar- 
dian I Camouflage. 4%” blade. Overall 
length, 9”. Blade thickness .172”. Weight 4 oz. 
Camouflage scabbard with belt loop for stan- 
dard belts and boot belt clip included. $59.50. 
#4104 — Guardian Camouflage. 35%” 
blade. Overall length 7¥”. Blade thickness 
.172”. Weight 3¥2 oz. Camouflage scabbard 
with belt loop for standard belts and boot belt 
clip included, $49.50. #4106 — Mark I. 
4%,” blackened blade, Overall length 9”. Blade 
thickness .250”. Weight 5% oz. With leather 
belt/boot scabbard with quick-release thumb 
snap. $54.50. #4105 — Mark II. World 
famous. 6%’’ blade. Overall length 12”. Blade 
thickness .250”. Weight 8 oz. Black leather 
scabbard included. $64.50. 


#2002 — Official SOLDER OF FORTUNE 
BALL CAP. Maroon. One size fits all. $5.95. 


#2010 — Official Soldier of Fortune Field 
Cap. Top-quality, dark khaki European style 
field cap. Made famous by Rommel’s Afrika 
Korps and worn today by British Royal Marine 
Commandoes. Sizes s,m,l,xl. $21.95 
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#1515 — Soldier of Fortune Tour Jacket 
Black nylon satin jacket with flannel lining. 
s,m,],xl. $49.95 


#1010 —. SOF Sport Shirt 50/50 cotton/ 
poly blend. With rib-knit collar and sleeve cuffs. 
Navy. $14.95 


#7022 — SOF Beret Badge. Red enameled. 
$7.00 

#7023 — SOF Beret Badge. Silver drop. 
$8.00 

#7024 — SOF Beret Badge. Black ano- 
dized. $8.00 

#7020 — SOF Logo Lapel Pin. Red 
enameled. $2.50 

#7021 — SOF Logo Lapel Pin. Silver drop. 


#2001 — Soldier of Fortune Beret. 100% 
wool with liner. Maroon. Sizes 61, 6%, 7, 7%, 
74, 7s, 7¥2, 7%, 7%. $13.95 
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Send Orders to: 


SOF EXCHANGE 


SF485 P.O. BOX 687 
BOULDER, COLORADO 80306 
Allow 60 to 90 days delivery. 
Mastercard & VISA orders welcomed. 


We accept tele- 
phone orders on 
MasterCard & 
VISA — call us at 
(303) 449-3750. 
Sorry, no collect 
calls accepted! 
PLEASE INCLUDE 
$1.75 FOR THE 
FIRST ITEM 
ORDERED — IN- 
CLUDE 75¢ FOR 
EACH ADDITION- 
AL ITEM FOR Cant 
POSTAGE AND Em. 
HANDLING. Over- 
seas orders add 
30%. PLEASE 
ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 
FOR DELIVERY. 


DVISA (] MASTERCARD 


Mall to: SOF EXCHANGE, SF 4/85, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 


#7010 — SOF Belt Buckle. Pewter. $6.95 
#7011 — SOF Belt Buckle. Stainless steel 
with red enameled logo. $9.95 

#7012 — SOF Military Style Buckle with 
silver drop logo. $10.95 

#7013 — SOF Military Style Buckle. 
Black with black anodized logo. $11.95 
#7014 — Web belt for Military Style 
Buckle. 1%’. Khaki. $3.00 


#7015 — Special Edition Handcrafted 
German Silver Buckle. $50.00 


#7001 — Official Soldier of Fortune 
patch. Red, white and black. $1.95 
#7002 — Official Soldier of Fortune 
patch. Subdued. Olive drab. $1.95 

#7003 — SOF Cammo Shield patch. 
$4.95 

#7004 — El Salvador Battalion Aero- 
transportado patch. $4.95 


Postage & Handling 
3% Sales Tax (CO ves.) 
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 
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JATI 


Continued from page 69 


for greater accuracy potential under 
stress and low light levels. 

Sound suppressors are no longer just 
esoteric curios on submachine guns. 
They are the veritable life-support sys- 
tem that will carry the submachine gun 
well beyond its predicted life expectan- 
cy and into the 21st century. 

Two suppressors are available for the 
JATI. Its manufacturer, Tampereen Ase- 
paja Oy, markets a unit that is claimed 
to be effective. I have never seen it. 
Nor will I bother to seek it out, for the 
grand master of suppressors, Dr. Philip 
H. Dater (See “Doc Dater’s Deadly De- 
vices”, SOF, November, ’81), has de- 
signed the ultimate JATI ‘‘can.” 

Doc Dater’s Model JATI suppressor is 
but 12.2 inches in overall length, 2 in- 
ches in diameter and weighs 1.5 Ibs. 
(about 680 grams). It is of the so-called 
muzzle type which screws on the 
optional JATI metric-threaded barrel 
(16 x 1.5mm). 

dust how effective is Dater’s unit? 
The noise level of ordinary conversation 
is 60 decibels (dB) and a .22 LR pistol 
report is about 120 dB. Dater’s Model 
JATI will reduce the sound of the 
SMG's muzzle blast by 33 dB as com- 
pared to the non-suppressed weapon. 
As the Model MP, this suppressor can 
be ordered for most standard threads. 
The suppressor’s internal configuration 
is a modified multi-chambered coaxial 
design which yields increased efficiency 
in a somewhat shorter-than-usual en- 
velope. The suppressor is of all alumi- 
num construction for weight reduction 
and thermodynamic efficiency. Inside 
the suppressor housing is a diffuser 
tube with multiple small holes. Within 
the diffuser assembly is a central draw 

tube with multiple large holes and parti- 
tions dividing the draw tube into four 
chambers, Each chamber is filled with 
rolled screen. 

Like all of Dater’s suppressors, the 
unit is easily cleaned and maintained. A 
spanner wrench is provided to remove 
the front end cap. The diffuser tube will 
then drop out the front. Tapping the 
draw tube lightly will allow it to fall out 
the rear. The components can then be 
cleaned in solvent and re-assembled in 
the reverse order. 

This suppressor is available from the 
JATI’s U.S. distributor, Omni Ord- 
nance, Inc. (Dept. SOF, One Galleria 
Tower, Suite 576, 13355 Noel Road, 
Dallas, TX 75240) or directly from 
Automatic Weapons Co. (Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 1567, Friendswood, TX 
77546), its manufacturer. A copy of 
their latest suppressor catalog is avail- 
able for $4, postpaid. 

The JATI itself is every bit as simple 
to disassemble and maintain as Dater's 
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Stainless-steel JATI barrels — optional 
barrel at left is threaded to accept 
sound suppressor. 


suppressor. Remove the magazine and 
check the chamber. Swing open the re- 
tracting handle and use it to move the 
bolt, under control, to the forward posi- 
tion (never dry-fire open-bolt guns by 
permitting the bolt group to slam into 
battery uninhibited). Pivot the cover 
latch rearward and open the receiver 
cover. Push the recoil spring and guide 
rod forward and out of their recess in 
the lower receiver. Remove the spring 
and guide rod. Slide the bolt back and 
lift out. Lift the barrel up and out from 
the front end of the receiver body. To 
remove the trigger mechanism from the 


rr Rershe 
an . 


Ang 


4f 


: 7% 
TOP: JATI submachine gun 
disassembled. 


ABOVE: JATI trigger mechanism with 
sear lever and retaining pin. 


lower receiver, first take out its retaining 
screw on the right side of the receiver. 
Gently pry the trigger housing upward 
by the ejector and pull out the entire 
unit. The disconnector will drop out the 
back of the trigger housing. Disassem- 
bly of the bolt group has already been 
discussed. No further disassembly is re- 
quired or possible. 

Reassemble in the reverse order. 
Make certain you hold the disconnector 
in its forward position under the cross- 
pin when re-inserting the trigger 
mechanism. The trigger spring (which 
remains in the pistol grip) must be be- 
hind the disconnector, not under it (if it 
is not you will lose the semi-auto 
mode). Pull the trigger to its rearmost 
position and push the trigger housing 
down into the lower receiver. Use 
Locktite to secure the retaining screw. 
When the barrel is replaced the flat 
spots on the two barrel-support rims 
must be oriented upper dead-center. 

More than 2,000 rds. of 9mm 
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JATI SUBMACHINE GUN SPECIFICATIONS 


9mm Parabellum. 

Operation: .......... Unlocked; pure blowback without advanced primer igni- 
tion. Fixed firing pin. Telescoping bolt. Semi-automatic 
or full-automatic fire by two-stage trigger mechanism. 

600-650 rpm. 

Magazines: .......... Two-position feed type. Extruded aluminum magazine 
body. 20 and 40-rd. capacities, 3.5 and 5.3 oz., respec- 
tively. Will also accept 36-rd. Swedish M1945_maga- 


Weight 
without magazine:. . 3.6 lbs. 
Overall length: ...... 14.8 inches. 
Barrel: .......... »... Six-groove with a right hand twist of 1 turn in 9.85 inches. 
Stainless steel. 
Barrel length: .....;*.8 inches. 
Front post with protective ears, adjustable for elevation 
zero. Fixed, open square notch rear. 
Shoulder and hip holsters, nylon chest pouch, laser sight 
system, extra magazines and suppressors. 
Manufacturer: .......Tampereen Asepaja Oy, Hatanpaanvaltatie 32, 33100 
Tampere 10, Finland. 
U.S. Distributor: .... Omni Ordnance, Inc., Dept. SOF, One Galleria Tower, 
Suite 576, 13355 Noel Road, Dallas, TX 75240. 
Status? ....n ceean _,«+In service with the armed forces‘of Finland and various 
police units throughout the world. 


Availability: ..... .. .. Immediate. In U.S. to law enforcement agencies and qual- — 


ified Class 3 dealers only. 

Suppressor: .......,. Muzzle type. Aluminum construction. 12.2 inches in-over- 
all length; 2 inches in diameter. 1.5 lbs, Manufactured 
by Automatic Weapons Co., Dept, SOF, P.O. Box 
1567, Friendswood, TX 77546. 


TABLE I 


Weapon: JATI Submachine gun — 8-inch barrel. 

Caliber: 9mm Parabellum. 

Ambient temperature:57°F (91°F for Samson and PMC tests). 
Instrumentation: Oehler Model 33 Chronotach with Skyscreen Ill detectors, 


All velocities measured in feet per second five feet from 


muzzle. 


Extreme 
Spread 


Standard 
Ammunition Low High Average Deviation 
MGA 140 gr. 

JHP subsonic 882 931 49 911 15 
Spanish FNT 

126 gr. FMJ 1,007 71 974 23 
MGA 148 ar. 

RNL subsonic 1,013 47 990 17 
MGA 130 ar. 

FMJ SMG 1,143 70 1,119 

Remington 

124 or. FMJ 27 1,155 

Federal 

115 gr. JHP 46 1,178 

PMC 115 ar. F 
FMJ 34 1,257 
Lapua 

123 gr. FMJ 1,261 
Samson +P 

115 or. FMJ 1,347 


APRIL 85 


ammunition were fired through the 
JATI. Nine different types were used in 
an effort to exploit any possible weak- 
ness in the design, such as the lack of a 
feed ramp. They were Finnish Lapua 
123 gr. FMJ (full metal jacket), Spanish 
military surplus 126 gr. FMJ, Match 
Grade Ammunition’s (Dept. SOF, 3522 
Treschwig, Humble, TX 77338) 130 ar. 
FMJ for submachine guns only, and 
their 148 gr. RNL (round nose lead) 
and 140 gr. JHP (jacketed hollow 
point) subsonic rounds, Federal 115 gr. 
JHP, Remington 124 gr. FMJ, PMC 
115 gr. FMJ and IMI’s Samson 9mm 
Carbine +P 115 gr. FMJ. The 
ammunition was chronographed and 
the results are given in Table I. 

The subsonic ammunition was fired 
with Dater’s: JATI suppressor mounted 
to the weapon. Most commercial 9mm 
Parabellum ammunition is supersonic. 
That is, the projectile’s velocity exceeds 
the speed of sound (1,087. ft/sec. at 
32 degrees F at sea level). Fired 
through most muzzle suppressors 
(which do not affect the bullet’s muzzle 
velocity) it will produce a significant re- 
sidual sound from the bullet in flight, 
often referred to as a ‘‘down-range 
crack.” Suppressor systems like those 
of the Sterling and Heckler & Koch in- 
corporate ported barrels which reduce 
the muzzle velocity of standard NATO 
ball ammo to subsonic levels. Now, 
when you take a 115 ar. bullet and 
drop its velocity to 800 fps, you’re not 
left with much energy upon impact with 
the target. If, however, a heavy projec- 
tile is chosen and loaded to just under 
1,000 fps, the energy dump on the 
target is considerable greater. The U.S. 
Navy SEALs, for example, use 170 ar. 
FMJ bullets pushed by 5.2 gr. of Herco 
in their ‘“‘Hush Puppy” suppressors. 
Heavy .38 Spl./.357 Magnum bullets 
sized to .3555” and propelled by shot- 
gun powder in .38 Spl. +P charges will 
do the trick. The trade-off is the intro- 
duction of another ammunition type 
into the supply pipeline — an accept- 
able option for special-operations units. 

The 148 gr. RNL subsonic ammuni- 
tion was 0:08” too short in overall 
length and failed to feed correctly. It 
was withdrawn from the test, except for 
chronograph purposes. The other lots 
of ammunition performed without stop- 
pages of any kind. Dater’s can, as ex- 
pected, is phenomenal. Hundreds of 
rounds were pumped through it and yet 
it always remained cool to the touch. 
Try firing an original MAC suppressor 
without the neoprene or Nomex cover 
and see what happens to the flesh of 
your support hand. The JATI has a 
substantial amount of bolt clatter which 
is quite noticeable, to the firer only, 
when the suppressor is employed. 

The Federal ammo exhibited ex- 


Continued on page 85 
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SOF VIETNAM 


BOONDOCK 
BEER BUST 


In Search of Something Sudsy 


S a war correspondent in Indochina, I 

had it made. Despite some close calls 
that left my mouth dry and my knees weak, I 
did not have to endure what the soldiers did 
in the dirtiest days of the first war in Viet- 
nam. Within a couple of hours after a fire- 
fight, I could usually be back in civilization, 
showered, shaved and seated before a tall, 
cool drink at Hanoi’s Metropole Hotel or 
savoring steak au poivre at |’Amiral in 
Saigon. y 

There were some significant exceptions 
to that rule. 

At one point I found myself stuck hump- 
ing the boonies with French Colonial Infan- 
try officers and noncoms who were leading 
the Groupements de Commandos Mixtes 
Aeroporté, or GCMA, an irregular force of 
Black Thai, White Thai and Meo tribesmen. 
We were deep into Viet Minh-controlled 
territory in the Thai mountain region of 
northwest Vietnam. The GCMA was fight- 
ing a no-quarter guerrilla war; ambushing 
patrols, mining trails, assassinating com- 
munist cadres, rescuing cut-off units and 
saving downed pilots. They seemed to be 
doing all of that on this particular operation. 

It was one of those bone-weary times 
when you ask what in the hell could con- 
ceivably make you tolerate it all. In my 
case, the immediate remedy was generally a 
tall drink of good beer. It was obvious to me 
that there was little hope for such sudsy 
succor this far into the bush. And then the 
French Dakota appeared to bank lazily over 
our position. 

Skimming over the high jungle canopy, 
the droning aircraft sparkled in the sunlight. 
I watched with idle curiousity as it clawed 
for altitude. Suddenly black blossoms 
appeared in the Dakota’s wake. It was drop- 
ping something by parachute and I could see 
the kickers hanging out the cargo door to 
wave at us. We had plenty of ammo and 
chow. What could be important enough to 
prompt a dangerous aerial resupply? 

Our squad commander, a tanned and tat- 
tooed French sergeant, raised his binoculars 
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by Howard E. Simpson 


marking the probable drop points for the 
crates lazily descending through the sky. 
“*Allez! ’’ he shouted to his men and moved 
off through the jungle. We scrambled 
through the thick bush ducking under heavy 
leaves and climbing over fallen trees. What- 
ever had been dropped was obviously im- 
portant enough to justify this effort. 

As we neared the drop zone, the crates 
crashed through the foliage. Some of the 
chutes fouled in the trees. Others thumped 
heavily into the deep leaf mould, sending 
startled flights of yellow butterflies flutter- 
ing among the thick tree trunks. 

Behind our advance party, other soldiers 
were bringing a pack-train of mountain 
ponies to carry what had been delivered. 
The sergeant motioned me forward. He was 
rushing for one particular crate. I expected 


VETERAN TRAVELER, 
WRITER, ADVENTURER 


As a war correspondent for the U.S. 
Information Agency, Howard R. Simp- 
son was one of the very few Americans 
to make extended visits to Dien Bien Phu - 

_ as a guest of the 6th Parachute Battalion - 
(Bigeard) and.the 13th demi-Brigade of 
the French Foreign Legion (Gaucher) | 
before the ill-fated mountain fort fell” 
after a long siege by communist guerril- 
las. More recently, he has worked as a ~ 
U.S. Foreign Service officer, a consul- 
tant on international terrorism, a news- 
paper columnist and novelist. His sixth 
novel, ‘“The Jumpmaster,’’ was recent- 
ly published by Doubleday as a Crime 
Club selection. This is his first appear- 
ance in Soldier of Fortune. The editors 
welcome him aboard. = 


to discover a brace of new Sten guns, plastic 
explosives or grenades as I watched the 
NCO hack away at his crate with a huge 
machete. 

The precious cargo was not military but it 
was certainly vital to the French war effort. 
It was beer. An entire shipment of Export 33 
beer had been carefully packed in several 
layers of padding and air dropped into us. 

“Dieu merci!’’ the sergeant shouted. 
“‘Not one broken bottle!”’ 

I shouldn’t have been surprised. It wasn’t 
my first experience with liquid resupply 
during the Indochina war. I’d quenched 
monumental thirsts with beer brought into 
Cambodian river patrol crews on the Tonle 
Sap, with Laotian Chasseurs near Luang 
Prabang and with the black-bereted Com- 
mando d’Indochina in the Tonkin Delta. 

The labels varied but the importance of 
booze to combat troops did not. There were 
long-necked bottles of Tiger beer, heavy 
Mascara wine from Algeria and even 
Choum, a sneaky rice wine with an in- 
famous kick. And French troops kept them- 
selves fortified with air-dropped ‘‘Vino- 
Gel,’’ a concentrated, jellied grape mixture 
which was supposed to simulate wine when 
the troopers mixed it with water. But the 
clear favorite — the item the troops craved 
most — was beer. 

Time spent with the French Foreign Le- 
gion taught me that beer was the campaign- 
er’s best friend. It had a number of advan- 
tages. Beer provided refreshment and re- 
laxation with a prudently low alcohol con- 
tent. Beer was easily cooled in jungle 
streams and the bottles were light and sturdy 
enough to survive an air drop. You could 
learn to consume it lukewarm if you had to 
and, thanks to the Brasseries & Glacieres de 
J’Indochine, the huge French brewery net- 
work in Indochina, there was always a 
plentiful supply. 

The Foreign Legion was at the height of 
its strength during the Indochina war. Most 
of its 50,000 members were serving in Viet- 
nam, Cambodia and Laos. Armored cars 
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from Legion cavalry units were opening the 
Saigon-Tay Ninh road each morning, infan- 
try battalions were clashing with Viet Minh 
regulars south of Hanoi and Legion para- 
chutists were being dropped in lightning 
raids on the towns of Lao Kay and Cao Bang 
near the Chinese border. 

‘There were many Germans in the Legion 
during the early 1950s, which was very 
likely another factor contributing to the 
thirst for beer. At the Legion’s traditional 
Christmas meal — whether it was served in 
a shell-scarred pagoda or a formal mess in 
Saigon — bottles of beer shared space with 
French Army-issue Gros Rouge. The Le- 
gion would go to great lengths to see that 
adequate beer stores were maintained. Bat- 
tered, bullet-holed GMC trucks loaded with 
cases of Biere Royale rocketed through 
ambushes to reach isolated outposts south of 
Can Tho. Insistent Legion quartermasters 
pressured the crews of French naval moni- 
tors on the Red River to deliver consign- 
ments of Biere Hommel to their up-river 
units, suggesting that the red pompons on 
the sailors’ hats would make perfect targets 
for marksmanship practice if the matelots 
were uncooperative. 

It was no coincidence that the product of 
the local breweries was popular with the 
Legionnaires. The original brewmasters, 
sweating out' the perfection of their blends in 
anew and difficult land, had come from the 
cool hills and valleys of Alsace. Their beer 
was light, dry and smelled highly of hops, 
approaching the quality of a good pilsner. 
The Legion had also found that their In- 
dochinese allies could handle beer better 
than the heavy red mess wines. It wasn’t as 
prone to induce giggles and unsteadiness 
among local troops unaccustomed to alco- 
hol. 

In 1955, I left the Legion behind in Viet- 
nam, taking with me as souvenirs a chronic 
case of jungle rot and persistent indigestion 
of somewhat uncertain origin. The Legion’s 
prescription for dysentary . . . a double shot 
of straight pastis ... is not foolproof. De- 
spite that, I found my thoughts tinged with 
regret when I finally sailed down the Saigon 
River. I’d met my wife on the terrace of the 
old Hotel Continental. Our first daughter 
had been born in the Clinique Saint Paul the 


night the Binh Xuyen rebels had attacked - 


the Presidential Palace. I was sure I’d never 
see Saigon again or relish the pleasure of 
hoisting a beer with the troops. 

I was wrong. 

Nine years later, in 1964, a terse telegram 
arrived at the U.S. Embassy in Paris, where 
I was employed. It informed me that I had 
two weeks to get to Saigon and my next 
assignment as an adviser to South Viet- 
nam’s new Prime Minister, General 
Nguyen Khanh. Almost as an afterthought, 
the wire indicated I was to stop by Washing- 
ton and Honolulu where I would be briefed 
by the American Commander-In-Chief, 
Pacific. 

The CINCPAC conference was a de- 
pressing experience. How little we’d 
learned. The French had failed. We would 
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do it differently. No need to refer to history. 
It was as if the French Indochina war had 
never taken place. 

Gung-ho U.S. officers tapped maps with 
Stainless steel, collapsible pointers, reeling 
off optimistic statistics while the mandarins 
from Washington — Robert McNamara, 
McGeorge Bundy, Dean Rusk and General 
Maxwell Taylor — nodded sagely and 
scribbled occasional notes. The Saigon con- 
tingent, including General Westmoreland, 
gave their views on VC losses, NVA logis- 
tics problems, the efficacy of air interdic- 
tion and our hopes for the new Vietnamese 
government. Someone even mentioned the 
light at the end of the tunnel. 

I'd been away from Vietnam a long time 
but I left Honolulu convinced that American 
officials now involved with that country’s 
morass of problems had been issued rose- 
colored glasses. I returned to Saigon as 
ordered. 

At first it seemed the whole city had 
changed. The beautiful trees along the Rue 
Catinat — now Tu Do street — had been cut 
down. The sidewalks were cracked, the 
streets were dirty and the traffic was an 
incredible mix of Vespa scooters, motor- 
bikes, military vehicles and sleek official 
sedans. Fortunately, I’d asked for a room at 
the Continental Hotel rather than the more 
modern Caravelle across the street. It was 
there I discovered that Saigon had retained 
much of its original character. 

An old Taiwanese waiter with close- 
cropped hair recognized me as a past cus- 
tomer as he took my order. The frosted 
bottle of Tiger beer he brought had the same 
sleepy cat on its label. Some U.S. Green 
Berets seated at a nearby table shouted for 
‘*Ba-mi-ba,’’ and while I wondered what 
exotic drink that might be, the waiter 
brought them a tray loaded with bottles of 
Export 33. Suddenly I felt better. 

The influx of Americans had superficial- 
ly affected the Saigon landscape. Rooftop 
officers’ clubs with barbecue facilities filled 
the heavy night air with the distinctly Amer- 
ican aroma of grilling hamburgers. Cans of 
American beer covered the tables. 


The old colonial cafés along Rue Catinat 
with their lazy ceiling fans, potted palms 
and corpulent colonial drinkers with blood- 
shot eyes and roseate noses were gone. In ~ 
their places were loud, brassy bars crawling 
with female lounge lizards in tight pants, 
heavy makeup and see-through blouses. 
The Café de Commerce had become the San 
Francisco Bar. The Bastia was now the Star- 
light. 

Still, hints of the old Saigon lingered just 
below the glitzy surface. The Aterbea and 
Guillaume Tell restaurant continued to offer 
one of the most varied Chinese menus in 
Southeast Asia. You could still get a good 
bowl of Pho soup from the mobile vendors’ 
Carts. 

After a few months a new job was added 
to my task at the Prime Minister’s office. I 
became an adviser to the Political Warfare 
Section of the ARVN. This insured frequent 
sorties from the hot-house atmosphere of 
Saigon into the real world of the boondocks. 

The war had changed some — but not that 
much. It was still an admixture of courage 
and stupidity, sacrifice and self-interest. 
The Viet Minh had become the NVA, the 
Regionals were now the VC. They were 
fighting their war. We were fighting ours. 
Unfortunately, theirs was a bit closer to 
military reality. 

Certainly the climate and terrain of the 
battlefield had not changed since I walked 
over it with the French Foreign Legion. The 
new warriors still managed to work up a 
powerful thirst. And the new logisticians 
still managed to deliver the beer. 

On Christmas Day 1964 while I was at a 
briefing the VC detonated a large explosive 
device at the Brinks BOQ. We rushed into 
the street to see black smoke and flames 
billowing out of the parking area under the 
building. Several Americans had been 
killed and the wounded were being helped 
into ambulances. After doing what I could 
to help, I walked down Tu Do crunching 
over broken glass. I stopped outside a famil- 
iar bar run by a Corsican who’d remained in 
Saigon after the French left. His windows 
had been shattered by the blast and he was in 
a foul mood. 

“Eh ba, Simpson,’’ he greeted me. ‘‘Is 
this the way you Americans operate? At 
least when the French were here we had 
security!’’ 

Tordered a beer and watched the French- 
man empty two bottles of Kronenbourg into 
a large mug. After the first swallow, I re- 
minded Je patron that the French had con- 
siderable security problems and that one of 
the most murderous explosions in Saigon — 
directly in front of the Continental Hotel — 
had been engineered by a Cao Dai dissident 
group, former allies of French Intelligence. 

My Corsican friend shrugged, watched 
me drain the mug, and indicated his philoso- 
phy on the matter. ‘‘At least the beer hasn’t 
changed,”’ It’s all a matter of priorities. 

Beer clearly makes things better in a war 
zone. An Air America C-47 carrying me 
back to Saigon from An Khe took some 
large-caliber ground fire and was struggling 
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: through a thunderstorm. We had loaded 
The 1984 : several cases of Budweiser aboard before 
Soldier of Fortune ~* Ay take-off and began to dip into the cargo as 
Convention Poster \ if the aircraft shuddered and jounced through 
the turbulent air. We were very likely to 
crash but I concentrated on not spilling the 
Personally beer anywhere except in my mouth and 
Autographed fi didn’t notice much else. By the time we 
to you by ) landed at Tan San Nhut even the most ner- 
Crista ‘Bo’ : ; vous of our passengers was well relaxed. 
The beer helped keep the dragons at bay. 
fad Cold brew saved the day for me again 
ONLY ; ; feasiat || during a particularly exhausting operation 
$6.50 postpaid mie ” | in Chuong Thien Province. An ARVN 
OR i i f battalion. was moving slowly forward by 

For Only | fording mucky rice paddies and jungle 

“ streams. It was tough humping over slip- 

$9.50 postpaid nan (| pery bamboo bridges and along muddy 
Get both The 1983 Oh ae r dikes under the staggering Asian sun. Grog- 
and 1984 \ ) cave 0 gy with heat and fatigue I recalled that I’d 
Soldier of Fortune ) see se blazed this trail before with a French unit 10 
" x i years earlier. Considering my blisters, the 

sweat pouring down my cheeks and my 
, mighty thirst, I concluded that the years 
Order yours , may have made some difference after all. 
today from: - , The U.S. adviser with our unit — a hus- 
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: ky, robust West Pointer — was beginning to 

THE eye me with concer. His wiry Vietnamese 
SURVIVAL THE SURVIVAL STORE counterpart had already asked him twice 
how ‘‘the old one’’ was doing. By the time I 

STORE soba Sy eas limped into their base ap Sah the rear 
3250 Pollux SOLDIER OF FORTUNE CONVENTION 1984 guard I felt like I’d made Lawrence of Ara- 
Las Vegas, NV bia’s cross-desert trek to Akaba without a 
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Addrass 
{ Zi 
er ops 
wre [Also enclose the FREE SAMSON® Match | 
[d Sa ie Grade Ammunition color brochure. a 
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Vietnamese major standing over me, arm 
outstretched to proffer a chilled bottle of 
Tiger beer. The years and fatigue seemed to 
melt away with each swallow. By the time I 
climbed into the major’s jeep with a second 
bottle in hand, I had decided I might be up to 
at least one more operation. 

But I had to leave Vietnam again in 1965 
for other duties. Some friends suggested a 
champagne farewell party at Tan Son Nhut. 
I squelched the idea and left a sticky table 
full of empty Export 33 bottles in my wake. 

Ten more years passed before J returned 
to Saigon and J thought surely my taste buds 
were attuned to American beer. Not so. 
Once again, the beer seemed to be the only 
reliable constant that made things at least 
seem tolerable amid the chaos of the col- 
lapsing war effort. My ‘‘orientation’’ tour 
this trip included several days with the Aus- 
tralians in Phouc Tuy Province, where I was 
introduced to the charms of Foster’s Lager 
and Tooth’s Ale. Returning to Saigon I 
could clearly sense the impending doom in 
the country I had come to know so well. I 
needed comfort and companionship. I 
found her on the terrace of the Continental 
Hotel. 

She was the sleepy, cross-eyed cat on the 
label of my Tiger beer. ®& 


SEA SUDS 


Through the years of American involve- 
ment in Asia, many veterans have become 
familiar with the beers produced in that part of 
the world. Some even miss their availability in 
this country. To rekindle the spirit of the con- 
noisseur and reacquaint the taste buds with the 
brews that made the other side of the world 
famous, here’s a partial list of the Orient’s 
better beers: 


SRI LANKA (CEYLON) JAPAN (con’t.) 


NEW 6 FT. TAKE - DOWN BLOWGUN 


SURVIVAL WEAPON SILENT POWERFUL 
© te 
f 


Bore-Lock Cone Darts | Ourguns come Beaded Darts groadheads 
$10.00 per 100 —|Wilyassembled.) = $3.50 per 100 $10.00 per 100 
(5 free with gun) 


you have to put 
together. 


Selling for $50.00 
in Europe 
U.S. Price $24.98 


You get combined: 
2’ Blowgun 
3¥2' Blowgun 
4'2' Blowgun 
6’ Blowgun 


Don't be fooled by 
other’s low prices. All for $24.98 
This is the finest plus 125 free darts 


Blowgun on the market || Plus carrying case 


Exotic Sports presents the NEW 4-in-1 Yaqua 6’ Take-Down Blowgun 
combined. Super Speed! Dart flies out of chamber as never before. Great for 
hunters, backpackers, hikers or any sportsman. Astound friends! Can hit a beer 
can at 200 ft. Can pierce 2" wood. NOT A TOY, dart is spring steel. Clever kits 
lets you adjust dart for large game or small. Kills varmits. Caliber is .40, Safety 
mouthpiece. Material is camouflaged aluminum. Hunters use ‘long’ darts for 
large animals. Police use ‘very short’ darts for dog control {just skin pricks}. 
Complete with 125 dart kit. $24.98 plus $2.00 postage & handling. Buy 3 guns, 
get 500 darts FREE. Order by mail from: 

Exotic Sports, Inc. Lucky St. Box 129F 


Fayette Mo. 65248 


VISA, M. C., AM. EXP. C.0.D. 
TOLL FREE 24 HRS.-ORDERS ONLY 
1-800-248-5128 or 1-800-227-1617 ext. GOI 


NEW _ SAFETY 60-DAY MONEY DEAL! 
MOUTHPIECE BACK GUARANTEE INQUIRIES WELCOME 


Thousands ® 
already sold! 
yn 


Free with each 
Blowgun 
100 Bead Darts 


& 
25 Cone Darts 


FREE 40-page 
Catalog 
with order 


Sure Cure For 
Snake Bite 


Three Coins Lager Kirin Light 
Sando Stout Sapporo PYTHONS, DIAMOND BACKS 
HONG KONG Yebishu & OTHER REPTILES 
San Miguel Tesibu : ‘ 
San Lik KOREA i 
INDIA Crown 
Flying Horse Premium Crown Saeng 

Lager Crown Light 
Kingfisher Lager O.B. Lager 
UB Export Lager MALAYSIA 
London Stout Green Label 
Jubilee Lager Special Brew 
Golden Eagle Anchor 
Sports Tiger- 
Asia 72 Lion Stout TANTO, $ 95 
Gymkhana SINGAPORE y ‘ 
Solan No. | Tiger Cold Steel, Inc. _ pus s3 postage 
Lion Anchor F and handling 
Continental ABC i 
Esquire Stout SPECIFICATIONS:  ARMOR-PIERCING POINT SKULL CRUSHER Tapered semi 
Kent PHILIPPINES STEEL  425stainless,RC56-58 Chisel grind for strength yet point with Lanyard hole 
Dubble-8 San Miguel BLADE LENGTH inches needle sharp SHEATH 
Tipsy Extra Special Pale Pilsen BLADETHICKNESS 3/16" with EDGE Hoilow ground razor sharp Heavy-duty biack leather with 
Tipsy Extra Strong Export Beer 1/2” spine and full tang GRIP — Shock absorbing quick-draw velcro fastener 
INDONESIA Dark Beer FF mt at a te A THIS NO RISK COUPON TODAY = == se ce ne ee me ue oe ce oe te 
Anker Bir Lager Lite ; 1 

NAME. i : | 
Skol Gold Eagle Petites Please rush this many: i 5 
Three Horses Red Horse r] ADDRESS (ADD $1 + HANDLING TO COD ORDERS) 1 
ay “ane } {5 MONEY ORDER [3 CHECK ENCLOSED S, : 
Asal i lonuama CALIF RESIDENTS INCLUDE SALES TAX 
Ob ———————=———— STAT 

Minidaru Export 33 ; dy i CHARGE TO MY (3 VISA CJ M/C PHONE # Hq 
Sie ee COLD STEEL INC. | 
Black & Stout Generi t 
care oe aan i ‘ a (LIST ALL NUMBERS ON YOUR CREDIT GARD) (EXPIRES) 1 
Kirin Black Taiwan Beer 1 2128 UNIT D, KNOLL DR., VENTURA, CA 93003 OR PHONE IN YOUR CREDIT CARD ORDER | 
Kirin Stout THAILAND ; DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED (805) 656-5191 TOLL FREE: (800) 255-4716 SOF 1 
Kirin Mein Brau Singha CATALOGUE $3. nm === MONEY BACK (LESS POSTAGE) IF NOT SATISFIED id Den Sle a ee 
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Mac &Uzi ShoulderRigs 


Super comfort supple suede shouider rigs with exclusive DeSantis 
designed holsters for the UZI, MIN! UZI, UZI PISTOL and 

MAC 10/11’s. The “UZI RIG? originally available only to certain 
government agencies, may now be purchased by the general ip 
public as well as law enforcement personnel. Its action - YY 
is both sure and swift. The DeSantis “MAK * SKATTER” 
provides the ultimate in concealment yet affords 
lightning response in “chips are down” situations. 

No disconnection required— 

just grab and shoot! 


retention 
band (holds 
gun. close 
to body). 


DeSANTIS HOLSTERS 
GO FIRST CLASS! 


DeSantis manufactures a complete line of holsters 

and accessories, creatively designed to fill the 

ge F*- specific needs of gun enthusiasts and law 
enforcement personnel. Available at your favorite 

an nn iS Firearms or Sporting Goods Store. Mail $2 for full 

color catalog or request Free black and white 

GUNHIDE" 


Dept. SF-504 ° 149Denton Avenue + New Hyde Park, NY 11040 + 516-354-8000 


* RARE COLLECTORS FIND * 


§ . Tink’s Rhodesian Military Camo Track Suits 
brand new & unissued 


World's last supply. Issued to Police and Reserve Units for 
training, sport and Special Ops. 50% cotton/50% poly, 2-piece 
. jacket with zipper, tight running pants with pocket, and leg 
B® straps per military specs. Only large and medium left. Tink has 
the lot, and is selling them first come, first serve for $69.95 
medium size. Less than 500 sets remain. Excellent for working 
out, hunting, lounging around, training or combat. Large 
pattern rated World Best Camo by the Pros. Illegal to wear in 
Africa. Send check, Money Order or Credit Card information 
including expiration date. Shipped postpaid for $69.95 for size & 
medium; $99.95 for large and extra-large. 
Safariland Hunting Corp. 
P.O, Box NN, Dept. S.O.F. 85, McLean, VA 22101 
No ©.0.D.s. Payments in US funds only. 
Drawn on US banks only. 
Shipped UPS — give UPS address. 
Tel. 703 356-1997 or 703/356-0620. 
Catalog $1.00. 
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catalog. Dealer inquiries invited. 


COMBAT 
WEAPONCRAFT 


Continued from page 18 


secured. Once through the window 
and on the floor, pull out some slack 
and draw your weapon. Clear the 
room before unclipping and proceed- 
ing to the next room. 

Weapon selection is doubly impor- 
tant here, What you carry through that 
window must be lethal and conven- 
ient. Shotguns are an obvious choice. 

Police departments will usually pro- 
vide pumps, and for non-military pur- 
poses they'll be just fine. But if you’re a 
highly trained shooter, an auto-loader 
may be your best room broom, Sub- 
machine guns are a favorite with mili- 
tary entry teams, but the little bullet 
hoses are just a bit on the indiscrimi- 
nate side for cops. As unlikely as it may 
seem, the pistol is becoming the fa- 
vored firearm of high-tech entry teams. 
They are less likely to get caught in 
obstructions and functional in the most 
cramped spaces, It’s easy to carry a 
backup and the pistol in the hands of a 
trained marksman is a controllable kil- 
ler. There’s certainly less chance of 
overkill with a handgun than with an 
assault rifle, shotqun or SMG. No mat- 
ter what you pack, the presence of 
armed men on the other side of the 
glass requires you to have an edge. 

Grenades are one answer. If you’re 
a SWAT cop, don’t expect your chief 
to issue frags. He spends most of his 
days with lawyers already and there 
are safer devices. CS tear gas is a stan- 
dard answer to the problem but CS 
needs up to 10 minutes to take effect. 
Picture yourself hanging there in the 
breeze, counting the seconds on your 
Rolex, waiting for everybody to cry. 
And some people just aren’t affected 
by CS. You could face fully effective 
resistance when you come blasting 
through the window frame. 

A number of commercial manufac- 
turers have developed suitable stun 
grenades. Police call them ‘‘flash- 
bangs’”’ because that’s just what they 
do. Under the right conditions, your 
bad guys will face 10 to 15 seconds of 
trying to regroup, see, hear and re- 
member which way is up. That’s still 
not a lot of time but it may be enough 
for you to gain entry and control. 

Using whatlittle time such devices or 
sheer surprise may provide, you still 
have to go through the window, extri- 
cate yourself from the shattered win- 
dow frame, lower yourself to the floor, 
pull out some slack in the line and grab 
your weapon. Lots of luck. 

If I were holding hostages, I'd want 
the black-suited swinger to come 
through the window on a rope. Win- 
dows are smaller than most doors, so 
I've got less area to cover. My attacker 
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is going to be more encumbered with 
paraphernalia and have limited free- 
dom of movement. And unlike the 
door-breaking variety of siege cop, 
he’s not going to have a gun in his 
hand. That makes life pretty easy for 
me and pretty hard for him. 

Now that doesn’t mean rappels 
aren’t good for anything. True, the tac- 
tical rappel exposes one or more team 
members, but properly executed, the 
defenders won’t expect such an entry. 
And even though experts consider the 
rappelling entry a desperation move, a 
rope on the side of a building is a good 
platform from which to throw gas gre- 
nades and to divert attention as a con- 
ventional entry team goes through the 
door. 

Films featuring rappelling entries are 
exciting, but we can only hope they 
won’t encourage working police to risk 
their lives with an essentially danger- 
ous tactic. Swinging through a de- 
fended windowis onlya last resort. But 
rappels are good as diversions or to 
lower assault teams to unusual staging 
platforms, like a roof next to un- 
guarded windows. Just remember to 
check your equipment beforehand, 
get good training, and practice, prac- 
tice, practice. ® 


(714) 545-5859 


Command Shirts 


NJ Fight Crime Shoot Back (black) 0) Insured by Smith & 

Wesson {red} specify Uzi, Colt, Ruger or Smith & Wesson 

P) Have Gun Will Travel (red) Q) I'd Rather be Judged by 12 

Than Carried by 6 (red) R) Never Mind the Dog Beware of Owner (red) 
$} Warning! Trespassers Will Be Shot Survivors will be shat again (red) 


ADDRESS — 
CITY. 


EXCLUSIVELY FOR. THE ARMED PROFESSIONAL 


e > 


SWAT VIPER 


SYSTEMS 


When the chips are down and 
second best just won’t do: 
They are called S.W.A.T. or 
Special Response Units. They 
respond to crisis situations and 
their equipment must work! 
They choose the S.W.A.T. Vi- 
PER Jumpsuit & MEDUSA Tacti- 
cal Belt Systems. Designed es- 
pecially for S.W.A.T. and 
Tactical Applications. The Jump- 
suit may be comfortably worn 
over soft armor. Pockets are 
strategically located for radio, 
gloves, carabiner, gas cannister, 
with gun ports on both sides. 
Neoprene padded elbows, knees 
and shoulders provide protec- 


tion. Legs and sleeves are adjustable, with velcro. The MEDUSA TACTICAL BELT & 
ACCESSORIES have been adapted to place key equipment where you need it, 
designed to stay exactly where you put it. 


WRITE or CALL SWAT VIPER SYSTEMS 


2701 South Susan Street 
Santa Ana, CA 92704 
(303) 322-6304 Colorado only 


Subtotal 


Price |Handling 


1D RATE, 


EDg. 


ee 


These shirts are 100% cotton and silk screened. Shirts 
available in S, M, L, XL. Specify color. PRICE: $8.50. 
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Ordering Information: 
Please fill in the product letter 

and all ordering information 
including subtotals and grand 

total. Put your name and address in 
the spaces provided. Then send this 
form with your check or money order 
(no cash, please) to: COMMAND 
SHIRTS, 444 East 84th St., #2F, 

New York, N.Y. 10028. 


Subtotal 


Add 8% tax if. 
delivered in N.Y. 


GRAND TOTAL 


Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. 
Please include $1.50 for each shirt 
for shipping. Overseas order: add 
30%. OF-4 
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Fabrique Nationale has harnessed centuries of military expertise to bring 
you a sporting rifle with unparalleled long-range accuracy, reliable perfor- 


mance and steadfast stopping power. Feel the quality, Experiencethe _. 

excitement. Live the legend. All from Fabrique Nationale, whose heritage 

oes back to 14th century Europe, Napoleon’s army and the American 
evolution. 


FN-LAR.| The ultimate semi-automatic sporting rifle in .308 calibre and 
without peer. Brought to you from the meticulous workshops of Fabrique 
Nationale—the world’s foremost name in military weaponry and suppliers to 
armed forces of more than 90 free countries. 


ACCOUTREMENTS. To further enhance 
the capabilities and precision of the FN-LAR, we 
offer accessories crafted to the same 
painstaking standards as the rifle itself— 
Magazines, Scopes, Removable bipods, 
Webb sling, Tool Kit, Armours manual, 
and Cleaning kit...to name a few. 


NOW. Don’t delay. You owe it 
to yourself to discover the quality, the 
excitement and the legend behind the 


FN-LAR. It’s the finest semi-automatic 
rifle money can buy. Period. FABRIQUE NATIONALE 


For more information, contact your nearest quality sporting goods dealer. 
Or, for a color brochere and an FN arm patch, send $4,00 to: 
Department FN Sports, Gun South, Inc., P.O. Box 6607, Birmingham, AL 35210. 


5” - MODEL #0149 


SELLER 
' Also Available in 3” and 4” models 
/ ; 3" - 4.95 4" - 6.95 
“ ® STAINLESS STEEL BLADE 
_os ¢ e BUFFALO HORN HANDLE INSET 
——— e SOLID BRASS LINERS & BOLSTERS 
e SUPERIOR CRAFTSMANSHIP 
SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER, INCLUDE $2.00 PER KNIFE SHIPPING, TO: 
AMPORT CORP., DEPT. SOF, 7048 W. CENTRAL AVE., TOLEDO OHIO (USA) 43617 
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SOF IN SALVADOR 


Continued from page 37 


cy as a guide, took the cases off the other 
three and turned the set screw back and forth 
until they were back on frequency. 

Seven of the 10 handsets available to the 
DRP would not transmit. My suspicions 
about the cause — based on a great deal of 
experience with PRC-77s — turned out to 
be correct. Like the receivers, the handsets 
had been banged around and the transmitter 
module prongs had worked back and forth 
until they wore a hole in the wire mesh 
surrounding them and they no longer made 
good electrical contact. I’d seen that situa- 
tion before in Vietnam. 

The solution was to take a fine-pointed 
instrument and rearrange the wire mesh so 
firm contact was again made with the transmit- 
ter module prongs. I then checked the rubber 
‘‘O”’ rings, locked the transmitter module into 

4place, checked the plastic water seal to see if 
anyone had inadvertently poked holes in it and 
crewed the cover back on. We were back in 
communication business after I cleaned all 
the connections and antenna bases. I wrote an 
SOP for cleaning and maintaining the comm 
equipment and showed the radiomen how to 
set up usage logs. 

By the third week of training I was feeling 
fairly good about myself and my contribu- 
tions to the combat-readiness of the DRP. 
That’s when someone put a 10-gallon can of 
humble in my path and I tripped over it. 

Everything planned had gone off without a 
hitch by the time we moved to a range and 
began training with Claymores. Maybe I was 
feeling a little cocky. I had taken the opportun- 
ity to soak up some of the country’s culture, 
spending a couple of evenings relaxing at 
Gloria’s, a nice little out-of-the-way place that 
specializes in Salvadoran delicacies. 

Certainly, I didn’t expect any problems 
with the familiar M18 and MI18A1 Clay- 
more mines I had used so frequently around 
the world. The platoon was formed into a 
school circle in a grove of trees where we 
breezed through the chalkboard portion of 
instruction. After chow we moved on to 
practical application in the techniques of 
selecting locations, aiming, arming and det- 
onating the mines. 

For this phase of training I was using an 
MI8 claymore — with the explosive re- 
moved — hooked up to a detonating wire, 
tester and firing mechanism. Not being a 
trusting soul, I popped the back off the mine 
just to make sure the explosives had indeed 
been removed. They had. 

The class had already been told how to pick 
a location for the mine, how to set it up and 
sight it in, how to min the wire and to make 
sure the wire is staked down and tied off so the 
Claymore won’t be pulled over inadvertently. 
Fully confident that I had it all together, I went 
through my act, crawling up to the selected 
spot, setting the mine, sighting it in, running 
my wire back to a tree, hooking up the firing 
mechanism and so forth. 

**So,’’ I told them in Spanish, ‘“‘when the 
amigos get in the kill zone you give the 
firing mechanism a sharp squeeze and ...”’ 
KA-BLOOM! 
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~ Pellets 


HAVE FUN WHILE 
SHARPENING 
YOUR SHOOTING 
SKILLS WITH... 


RWS PRECISION AIRGUNS 


* * * There are over 40 
Models & Variations of 
RWS Precision Airguns 
— All with Lifetime 
Warranty. 

* * x Plus inexpensive, 
high-quality RWS 
Pellets, and a complete 
selection of accessories. 
* * * Be it plinking 
targets with the family — 
using our RWS 


Model 6G 

Air Pistol j 
loaded with 
RWS Hobby 


Pellets. 
* * * Or sharpen your 
shooting skills with a 

_ friend — using the 
popular RWS Model 45 Magnum 
Air Rifle loaded withthe New — 
RWS Super H Point Pellet. 
* * * Or responding to the cheers 
of the fans by capturing the Gold 
—with the RWS Model 75 Match 
Air Rifle loaded with RWS 
Meisterkugeln Match Pellets. 
The RWS Model 75 is available in 
4 versions. 


For your copy of our NEW 1985 “Precision Products” Catalog — 
send $2 for 1st class, or $1 for 3rd class delivery to: 


Dynamil Nobel 


DYNAMIT NOBEL OF AMERICA INC 


E. Carbine 
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105 Stonehurst Court, Northvale, |New.Jersey 07647 _, 


Holy Shit! The damned thing went off! 

You could study Techniques of Military 
Instruction all your life and never come up 
with a better attention-getting device. You 
should have seen the look on the students’ 
faces. Hell, you should have seen the look 
on my face. 

One thing I had not checked closely was 
the detonating wire, which apparently had a 
live blasting cap attached. The explosion 
blew the casing about 20 feet in all direc- 
tions. Fortunately no one was hurt. My 
embarrassment, which the troops apparent- 
ly barely noticed, was exceeded only by 
their enthusiasm. They immediately wanted 
to know if I would allow them to blow up a 
Claymore too. Moving right along .. .. 

The final two weeks of my training stint 
with the DRP involved more sedate classes 
on map and compass, small unit tactics, 
ambush and counter-ambush techniques, si- 
lent kill methods, prisoner snatches, 
bayonet training and weapons instruction, 
including such basics as how to-sight in a 
weapon. Of the more than 50 men I worked 
with, including M60 gunners, not one was 
carrying a weapon which had been zeroed. I 
deemed it no wonder they had not been 
using the sights on ‘their weapons during 
ambushes. We quickly got it squared away 
on the firing line. 

The last week in El Salvador was made 
more hectic than usual because of a special 
request from the CO of the Airborne Battal- 
ion that I personally check his M60s and 
comm equipment. The radios had the same 
problems as those I’d seen in the Deep Re- 
connaissance Platoon, but the Airborne Bat- 
talion’s M60 machine guns were in much 
worse shape. All 18 had frozen pistons and 
all were rusty inside and out from lack of 
cleaning. 

The worst part was that the battalion 
armorers — acting on what they claimed 
was advice from a former U.S. MilGroup 
trainer — had sawed the bipods and sights 
off their M60s, which they had been told 
would make them ‘‘easier to carry.’’ Thank 
God someone didn’t advise cutting the sol- 
diers’ feet off at the ankles so the army 
wouldn’t have to buy them combat boots. 

The result of following this ridiculous 
recommendation was to leave a top-notch 
combat unit with 7.62mm, 750 rpm garden 
hoses that were about as useful in combat as 
C-ration can openers. 

I left El Salvador with some disappoint- 
ment over that situation and others I had 
seen, but it didn’t last. I had made a signifi- 
cant contribution. Granted, we will have to 
return and do some things over again from 
the start. There is always some backsliding 
but the Salvadoran soldiers are benefitting 
from continued exposure to professional 
ideas and standards. 

They can cut the tentacles of communist 
expansionism in their little part of Central 
America — if we keep them fighting-edge 
sharp. ®& 


| onto aplane, or 


| I city 
! 


Enjoy freedom 
of travel. Fly to 
anywhere on 
earth with the 
versatile, time- 
less Kiepper 
America, the 
world’s leading 
folding boat. So 
light and com- 
pact, it can go 


into your car 
trunk. It's the 
professional's boat, ideal for the 
beginner. 


A true four season boat, it sets 
up in minutes and into the water 
for river touring, lake cruising, 
some white- 
water, fishing, 
sailing, and 
sport rowing. 
Klepper devel- 
oped and con- 
tinues to lead 

in sea kayaking. 
One crossed 
the Atlantic. 


Get toknow more 

about these masterpieces. Send 
for your free illustrated brochure 
and choose the boat to suit your 
travel and water sport needs. 


'KLEPPER \ ‘ising 
i) AMERICA 
35 Union Square West, SOF 45 


New York, New York 10003 


j Please send information on: 
0) folding boats () kayaks 
C} accessories 


kayaks 


Address 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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I state Zip 
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SONORA SHOOTOUT 


ANOTHER UNIQUE PRODUCT eee 


I'd likely have collected another 
oS Purple Heart in the encounter but the 
Manufactured Exclusively little Colt Commando made a nice 
response and I managed to get a 
couple of rounds into each of the 
silhouettes. That’s when Hall tossed the 
ca ca into the competition. Moving up 
on me from behind, he took my 
weapon indicating I had just 
experienced an unclearable 
malfunction. Spinning around I noticed 
a cluster of silhouettes to my rear and 
an unloaded wheelgun lying amidst a 
pile of ammo on a nearby rock. The 
move was obvious. 

I dove for the gun figuring to load up 
and pepper the paper from the prone 
position. No such luck. I couldn’t get 

NEW! the cylinder of the revolver to swing out 
~ANOTHER- from the frame! Hoping the 
EXCLUSIVE! pseudo-soldiers represented by the 
—._ + silhouettes were experiencing similar 
panic, | tried the cranky cylinder once 
more and then pitched the gun into the 


COMB O M A G weeds. It was Big Iron time. 
My new sidearm performed flawlessly 
For COLT AR-15, and and I drilled each of the targets neatly 


* r to end my mun through the Wadi 
cana Aue et Course. Hall handed back the rifle and 
AR-180 I asked him what he thought of an old 
. soldier’s performance. 
FITS & FUNCTIONS in all 3 “Not bad,” he allowed. “I figure it’s 
without modification! a three-way tie for best run — but you 


surprised me in the jammed weapon 
In stock now, at most gun Dealers situation.” . 
ITEM NO. MAC-1530 ‘ , 
= “Yeah, I know. Just couldn’t get that 
damned revolver to open up.” 

Hall laughed. ‘‘Hell, that’s not what I 
mean. We knew the pistol was going to 
give you trouble. What surprised me 
was that you went for your .45 when 


™ you had a fighting knife strapped onto 
LI E your gear. | thought Marines always 
INC attacked with their Ka-Bars.” 


® Dept. 3E4, 406 Violet St.. Golden CO 80401 We let it go at that and gathered 
around a campfire to swap sea stories, I 
didn’t know any of these men well but 
we warmed to each other as the fire 
chased the chill of the desert’s night 
wind. I’d spent hundreds of nights like 


T.M. this: bunched around a blaze built to 
a # . IG Man | fe Re combat the monsoon chill under canvas 
in Vietnam or the Philippines, in snow 
= = caves or warming tents up above the 
Hits in the Dark. Arctic Circle in Norway, or shooting the 
’ : : AB : : hit over ration-heating fires in 
Nightsighter light-emitting diode front sight 17° > ; ; 
atoehiceiat ene more first round hits i the $ Lebanon. There’s something about the 
dark, since your front aiming reference is ga includes postage situation that melts human reserve and 
always visible as a tiny red dot of light. forges a bond of friendship. It's rare 
* Uses calculator batteries that last 6 - . : and rewarding which is, |! suppose, why 
months continuously. hi = many men spend their most productive 
* No weapon Ga attaches and fs ' eT 3 : ' years seeking its solace. 
‘Bite Nereis Mee or Ruger Mini-14 a I checked the perimeter, thanked the 
with standard Plant ein or wie een hider. I | & _ brilliant stars that I was not deskbound 
SrAIso LOM UGE OR Sanoe a ee eae or forced to beat my brains out on a 
Neen E | eht Enterprises ened Bacon ek aoa ae Ph and crawled under my 
poncho liner. 
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The dingers showed up at dawn the 
next day. Peter’s son Jason Kokalis had 
led a group of his friends out across the 
desert floor to emplace bundles of 
industrial dynamite at strategic locations 
across a hillside to our front. The 
maximum range was probably in the 
area of 400-450 meters. Each target 
was marked with a strip of reflective 
tape. Snipers could use: any weapon 
they chose and we’d shoot in order 
from right to left along the firing line. 

Marksman John Gannaway, senior 
rifle instructor at Jeff Cooper's 
American Pistol Institute in Gunsight, 
Ariz., brought some tuned shoulder 
weapons with him and offered me a 
choice. It wasn’t difficult. He had a 
Remington Model 700 mounted with a 
Redfield scope and configured precisely 
like the standard Marine Corps sniper’s 
weapon. | scooped up a handful of 
7.62 NATO and took up a prone 
position in the center of the line. Many 
years ago and in painful repetition, 
Mother Corps had unscrewed my head 
and poured in the principles of rifle 
marksmanship. They paid off that day. 

I held ’em and squeezed ’em and 
blew away a good portion of the 
Arizona desert. Sensing they were 
dealing with a ringer, the shooters even 
asked me to let someone else try the 
sniper-rigged Remington. It made no 
difference. I used Kokalis’ Steyr AUG 


UNIVERSAL MILITARY OUTFITTERS 


BIGGER 


es 


$ 45.00 


G.|. MA-1 FLIGHT JACKET 
OD,CAMO,BLUE,BLACK XS-XL 


G.|. A-2 DECK JACKET OD 
S-XL 


45.00 


G.I. N2B FLIGHT PARKA 85.00 


SUB-ZERO S-XL 


U.S. FLIGHT VEST (LIKE MA-1 W/O SLEEVES) 
OD,BLUE,CAMO,BLACK XS-XL 


G.I, PONCHO LINER, CAMO 
T-SHIRT S/S CAMO 
S-XL 


36.00 


22.00 
2/10.00 


G.l. WOODLAND BDU SHIRT 25.00 


XS-XL STATE LENGTH 


G.I. WOODLAND BDU PANTS 
XS-XL STATE LENGTH 


WOODLAND SET (SHIRT & PANTS) 
G.I. JUNIORS SIZES 4-16 
CAMO 6 POC PANTS widrawstring 
CAMO 4 POC SHIRT 
T-SHIRT 
BOMBER JACKET 
M-65 STYLE JACKET 
ADJUSTABLE HAT 
FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG 
WRITE: U.M.O. 


6221 6th AVE 
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 


25.00 


45.00 


11220 


AND BETTER THAN EVER 


SUPER SAVINGS 


x FREE SHIPPING ANYWHERE IN THE CONTINENTAL U.S. x 
* FREE SHOULDER BAG WITH EVERY ORDER OVER $75.00 x 


G.l. M-65 FIELD JACKET $ 52.00 


OD,CAMO,BLACK XS-XL 
G.|. LINER FOR M-65 15.75 
XS-XL 


G.I. N3B FLIGHT PARKA 120.00 


SUB-ZERO XS-XL 


G.1. BLACK COMMANDO SWEATER 
STATE CHEST SIZE 


G.|. SLEEPING BAG 


G.I. JUNGLE HAT — OD & CAMO 
6% - 7% 


G.). OD RIPSTOP SHIRT 
XS-XL_ REG LENGTH ONLY 


G.I. OD RIPSTOP PANTS 
XS-XL_ AEG LENGTH ONLY 


OD RIPSTOP SET (SHIRT & PANTS) 


CAMO TUBE SOX 
1 SIZE FITS ALL 


D3A GLOVE wiinsert 
S-M-L 


40.00 


85.00 
10,00 


25.00 


25.00 


47.00 
3/10.00 


14.50 


G.l. PLASTIC CANTEEN wicover 5.00 
CANTEEN — OD or BLACK 


COVER — OD,BLACK or CAMO 


VISA & MC ACCEPTED 
min. order $10.00 


FOR ORDERS - CALL: 1-800-521-2124 
IN N.Y. 718 439-6161 


WHERE TO BUY EXOTIC WEAPONS 


" poe 


EXOTIC 
WEAPONS 


| 


‘ 


Cru 


by michael hoy 


Large 8% x 11, 158 pages, more than 200 
weapons, over 400 illustrations, more than 
500 dealers listed, indexed, soft cover. $9.95. 


‘a Virtual encyclopedia of 
weapons from full auto shot- 
guns to boomerangs...” 

— HIREPOWER MAGAZINE 
April, 1984 
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EXOTIC WEAPONS 
AN ACCESS BOOK 
by Michael Hoy 


This amazing book tells you where and 
how to buy and/or make all sorts of strange 
and unusual weapons. Exotic Weapons: An 
Access Book has been highly praised by 
professionals in the fields of weaponry, self 
defense, survival, clandestine operations, 
and personal freedom. it is widely recog- 
nized as the finest weapons source book in 
the world! 


Here are just a few of the unusual weapons 
you can buy using this amazing new book: 
* stun guns * brass knuckles * gravity 
knives x body armor * primitive and stone 
age weapons * bolas * battle axes * cross- 
bows * tranquilizer guns * oriental weapons 
* sep gloves * teasers x police weapons * 
night vision devices x smoke grenedes * 
switchbledes * sonic weapons * underweter 
weapons * sword canes * gatiing guns.* 
electrical weapons * end much, much moral 


All of these weapons and many, many 
more are described and illustrated, with 
dealer names and addresses given for each 
weapon! Exotic Weapons: An Access Book 
has more than 150 large 8% x 11 pages, 
crammed with information on where and 
how you can buy over 200 different 
weapons! Use the handy coupon below to 
order your copy today! You will be very 
pleased, we know. 


EXOTIC WEAPONS: 


@ More than 200 weapons described 
and illustrated, with dealer listings 
for all! 

@ Over 400 photographs and illustra- 
tions of the world’s most fascinating 
hand weapons — and instructions 
on how to buy them! 

= Sources for books, plans, periodi- 
cals, organizations, and additional 
information for all weapons listed! 

@ Complete names and addresses of 
dealers provided for ALL weapons 
listed! 


FREE! Huge catalog with over 450 exotic snd 
unusual books! Guns, knives, explosives, 
self-defense, police science, surveliience, 
privacy, fake iD, and much more! FREE with 
every order — $2.00 If ordered saperately. 


MEBBBEEEBEE EE EE’ 


LOOMPANICS UNLIMITED 
PO Box 1197, Pt Townsend, WA 98368 


O Please send me, Exotic Weapons; 4n 
Access Book. ! have enclosed $9.95 per 
copy, plus $2.00 shipping. SFa4 


i 


AAS 


Name 
Address 
City 
State/Zip 
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THE NEW M1 
THOMPSON 


40% semi-automatic 
We are proud to present 

this well-engineered Semi- 
Auto version of the world’s 
first and most famous 
military assault rifle. The 
Thompson M1 was used 
victoriously in battles 
throughout the world, in- 
scribing its place for all 
time as a legend among 
military firearms. We offer 

the same attention to 

craftsmanship today 

4} that made the original 

‘| so highly regarded. It 

1 is truly authentic, down 

to the side cocking 

3} lever. The frame and 

“4 receiver are milled 

| from solid steel and 

¥:1 the finish is our own 

Zz. special military flat 

4 black, finely comple- 

“we mented by deep, rich 

finished walnut stocks. 


SEND $2.00 FOR 
COLOR CATALOG 


[ 


io Auto- 
(@). Ordnance 
is aa Corp. 

“4 (914) 679-7225 
Box SF-4, 


. West Hurley, 
wes\, NLY. 12491 


84 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


Bullpup, firing from the right shoulder 


with the issue low-power scope and 
continued to detonate dynamite. | 


walked away from the line with that old 


familiar feeling of accomplishment. 
Before we left the desert the next 


day, I stood on a mesa above our firing 


line and sniffed the air. It was there. 
The olfactory trigger that used to 
heighten my senses on the battlefield. 


Napalm is nice, I suppose, if you’re in a 
tight trick or you're an actor in a movie 


like Apocalypse Now, but I love the 
smell of cordite in the moming. ®& 


BATTLE BLADES 


Continued from page 24 


hand, if that same target is presented to 
you and you are armed with a proper 
single-edged weapon, you will not 
only cut through the Levi jacket, you 
will cut the arm inside it damn near off. 
You can do this because a weapon 
such as the Bowie knife has a true 
cutting edge and it has adequate 
weight to balance it properly. You 
don’t even have to get close enough to 
him that he can reach you to do this. All 
you have to do is to reach his arm with 
your knife — unless you are the guy 
with the dagger. 

A double-edged dagger looks like it 
should cut both ways. That's true but 
in practice it doesn’t cut very well either 
way. Also, a single-edged weapon like 
the Bowie has a superior back-stroke 
capability because of its sharpened, 
concave clip point. A single-edge knife 
offers a superior cutting-and-slashing 
performance. That's always preferable 
to a mediocre cutting capability both 
ways in a knife fight. 

Because of its light weight and lack 
of balance most daggers have virtually 
no chopping ability. In other words, if 
you are presented the opportunity in 
combat, you can’t take out your target 
in an attack from the rear by splitting 
his skull. You can with a weapon like 
the Bowie or kukri. With the average 
dagger you can only stab or possibly 
cut an opponent’s throat in a rear 
attack — but you can also employ 
these attacks with other styles of 
knives. 

Today’s daggers are for the most part 
too small, too light and too flimsy to 
merit serious consideration as fighting 
weapons. There are too many other 
blades out there that will do a better job 
of seeing that you get home in one 
piece. If you do own a dagger, keep it 
for your collection. If you want to carry 
your dagger in combat, wait until men 
start wearing armor again. ®& 


Soldiers like these go into combat 
with worn-out boots, thin socks, 
no cleaning gear for their rifles, 
no poncho or poncho liner against 
torrential rains and worn-out web 
gear. They’re troopers in the Sal- | 
vadoran Army and Nicaraguan 
freedom fighters. Being brave, 
tough and willing isn’t good 
enough without basic equipment. ] 
They need: 


Combat Boots 
Boot Socks 
Uniforms 
Cammie, fatigue or khaki 
(medium and small ONLY: 
These people are small) 


Rifle /MG Cleaning Gear | 


Web Equipment 
(pistol belts, LBE suspenders, 
pouches for 30-r, M16 magazines, 
canteens, canteen covers, etc.) 


Lensatic Compasses 

| Ponchos/ Poncho Liners 
Field Jackets 
K-Bar Knives 

Field Dressings 


Send the above equipment or your 
cash donation to: 


EL SALVADOR / 


NICARAGUA 
DEFENSE FUND 


c/o Soldier of Fortune 
Attn: Mr. Blake 
U.S. MAIL: 
5735 Arapahoe P.O. Box 693 

| Boulder, CO 80303 Boulder, CO 80306 


Please include a packing list and name of } 
donor with all donations. Also, indicate } 
whether or not you would like this informa- 
i} tion printed. 


} UPS: 


| Donations not tax deductible. (We haven't 
convinced the IRS that killing communist is 
f a “charitable or educational” activity.) 


We'll see that they get to the fighting units J 
i that are defending your and our freedom. Do 
it NOW and pass the word to your friends. 
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JATI 


Continued from page 73 


WELL ARMED: 


WITH THE URBAN SKINNER 
..it never runs out of ammo 
and never 
jams! 


tremely high pressure characteristics as 
the primers flowed out of their pockets 
and fdattened against the bolt head. 
The JATI firing pin is cone-shaped and 
sharp — for positive ignition of hard 
military primers on the cold Finnish tun- 
dra. However, although all primer hits 
were deep, no primers were pierced 
and others have reported similar experi- 
ences with the Federal 115 gr. JHP car- 
tridge. The Spanish ammo, manufac- 
tured by Fabrica Nacional de Toledo 
(FNT) in 1952, is bright and clean, Ber- 
dan-primed, mildly corrosive, sure-fire, 
cheap and subsonic. Amusing, as gun- 
show pundits are always touting Euro- 
pean military-surplus 9mm ammunition 
as hot and high velocity (it was made 
for submachine guns, you know) and 
U.S. commercial 9mm as anemic and 
underpowered. 

This Spanish ammo is available from 
Bill Petri (Dept. SOF, 26 Brookhill : he eee a 
Lane, Norwalk, Conn. 06851). The U aporess. .... et ee. ee. moc 
Remington 124 gr. FMJ actually aver- | MONEY ORDER LD CHECK ENCLOSED 
aged 175 fps faster than the Spanish 4 ie: wae CHARGE TO MY: C1VIGA. C) MASTER GARD 


TM 
ammo. Yet, | cannot recommend the H 
Remington round as it has consistently ! weal ALLNUMBERS ON YOUR CREDITCARD) (EXPIRATION DATE) 


F . . i R PHONE IN YOUR CREDIT CARD ORDER 
deposit m g 2128 UNIT D, KNOLL OR., VENTURA, CA 93003 
eposl ed circular brass shavings fro i DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED (805) 656-5191 he FREE: (800) 255-4716 


The only serious push dagger commercially available in America. The Urban 
Skinner is deadly effective and simple to use even if you’ve never picked up a 
knife before. Use standard boxing blows for phenomenal penetration or 

mount a’slashing attack with the razor sharp, hollow ground blade. 

The Skinner’s shock absorbing handle mates to a top quality leather sheath 

for inconspicuous appearance. Handy boot/belt clip for easy carrying. 

© APPROX. 3 OZ. e LIFETIME GUARANTEE TO ORIGINAL OWNER. 

* STAINLESS STEEL RC 56/58 ‘CHECK LOCAL ORDINANCES BEFORE CARRYING CONCEALED 

a a ee ei: MAIL THIS NO RISK COUPON TODAY sem mma mace mmm oe 


Please send the following 


the case mouth in the chambers of MY us acres em meme MONEY BACK (LESS POSTAGE) IF NOT SATISFIED eaccmmenameenn! 


FIRST PRINTING! 


CONGRE ESSIONAL 
MEDAL OF HONOR 


THE NAMES, THE DEEDS 


UP TO DATE AND COMPLETE — EVERY NAME AND OFFICIAL 
DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIONS THAT EARNED THE HIGHEST 
OF ALL MILITARY HONORS « FROM THE CIVIL WAR THROUGH 
VIETNAM ° 1,117 PAGES, INDEXED, WITH HISTORICAL BACK- 
GROUND, TABLES, AND COLOR PHOTO OF MEDALS — $27.50 
LIB. OF CONG. CAT. NO. 84-51095 ISBN 0-918495-01-6 


TRE NATIONS SUPHEWE HOKOR 
FOR HEROES GNDER Ft 


TO ORDER: Enclose 27.50 for each book. 


Postage will be paid. (California residents add 6% sales tax.) 
NAME 
STREET = 

Clint —-— Sa AE |S aa 8 
MAIL TO: “Sharp & Dunnigan BOX 6605 FOREST RANCH, CA 95942 
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JEFF COOPER’S 
AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 


THE FIRST WITH THE MOST 
Rifle, Pistol, Shotgun—All Levels 


“CRISIS MANAGEMENT IN CLOSE-RANGE 
INTERPERSONAL CONFRONTATIONS” 


As originators/developers of modern smallarms technique, we 
constitute the fountainhead of the doctrine of personal weaponcratft. 


Twenty-four firing ranges, arm's length 
to 1000 meters — three indoor simula- 
tors — twenty-four expert instructors — 
seven qualified range masters — a 
complete gunsmithy on the ranch. 


Our perfected training methods com- 
bine the discipline essential to safety 
with cordial, personal contact in an 
atmosphere of helpful comradeship. 


Our aim is to expand the individual self-confidence of each client to 
the point where he can enjoy a degree of peace of mind rarely 
known in today’s hazardous environment. 


Student-teacher ratio is never more than four-to-one in range work, 
and over half our tactical instruction is conducted with one coach for 
each pupil. 


A SUCCESSFUL GUNSITE 
GRADUATE IS SECURE AND 
IN CONTROL OF HIS 
ENVIRONMENT 
Write Dept. C1 for information. 
Send $2.00 for AP] brochure 
MasterCard/Visa Accepted 


AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 
Paulden, Arizona 86334 


=. 2 f¢, Indoor Mini-gun (not fora 
4-3 hunting!) 20 ti, ae $9.97! 


iv M. C./Am.Ex. -TOLL FREE-24 hrs: ee 
ty : | 800; aoe Oar 720 eh MT 3 
feware 8 Magnum 350" range $13.97! 

¢) 8 8’(1. Super-Map(2-piece ) 450’ 


itlions, 
ny ae $22.97! Add 
Boe 8 a - Dow! 


ne al & aoorsuasinsae Mons Hw, 


x2 Suns. 
8 quiver! pate es! muzzle eicth 
Nog t 
large SAME. + 
$32 freebies! 
1 SAME + 1100 + Mini- | 


30-day saith 


| 
ADHEADS. § Huy 17/442 onlySTSSPPa! Seftor g sigan eae ee 
OaENTPO WERFUL. ACCURATE, hits like bullet!Kills varmints, 4 ORS Nc. Bax (RSE 
j pests Target, plinking, thrilling sport! Astound friends! Compressed 9 io] Provo, Utah 84603,Sendcash, 
WM breath gives amazing power! Pierces 42" plywood! Rugged Beas B theck V Visa MG. Buy 17/512, © 
aluminum, 135 steel darts, carry case, instructions. J: Plece mi ice models: JAE only $147 PPd! IMMED , 


' RAZORBACK 
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pistols and submachine guns which pro- 
hibit succeeding rounds from going into 
battery. 

With an average velocity of 1,347 
fps, the Samson black-tipped sub- 
machine-gun ammo is really hot. And, 
as the firing hand is directly in line with 
the bore’s axis, felt recoil approaches 
the punishing level. The higher the 
ammunition’s velocity, the higher the 
submachine gun’s cyclic rate. The dif- 
ference between the Samson and sub- 
sonic ammunition (both Match Grade 
Ammunition and the Spanish surplus) is 
about 100 rpm and quite noticeable — 
again, because the hand is in line with 
the bore’s axis. But, Finnish guns want 
Finnish ammo and the Lapua 123-gr. 
FMJ rounds flowed like melted butter 
through the JATI at 1,361 fps in a most 
controllable manner. All of the ammuni- 
tion consistently ejected to the right, 
slightly forward and about eight to 12 
feet from the weapon. 

The JATI is best fired from a mod- 
ified Weaver stance with the support 
hand pushing out on the vertical fore- 
grip and the shooting hand pulling rear- 
ward on the pistol grip. Long sessions 
of burst firing from this position are fati- 
guing and, contrary to the designer’s 
capricious theories, a shoulder stock will 
be mandatory in some scenarios. Yet, 
hit probability is extremely high and ex- 
perienced operators can expect 85-95 
percent of the rounds to impact in the 
body area of a police silhouette target 
at 25 meters. At closer ranges the JATI 
can also be employed from the hip 
assault position or from a Weaver 
stance in which the gun is lowered 
slightly and the shooter looks over the 
weapon using the front sight only. 

With the exceptions noted, the JATI 
is the very model of a moder sub- 
machine gun. Having just arrived it has 
not yet made its mark, but it will. It has 
been adopted by branches of the Fin- 
nish armed services and a Paris coun- 
ter-terrorist police unit. It has already 
become fashionable among certain 
palace guards in the Middle East. Narcs 
and the SWAT teams of several U.S. 
law enforcement agencies, who prefer 
anonymity, have purchased the JATI. It 
is currently being evaluated by some 
Federal agencies. All low profile, poten- 
tial submachine gun users should take a 
long, hard look at this Finnish entry. ® 


I WAS THERE 


Continued from page 22 


it.” SP4 Moore asked some of his 
squad-mates for food and water but all 
he received was looks of contempt. 
We moved on up the trail and linked 
up with the point element. There were 
VC footprints there and it was only a 
matter of time until we hit something. 
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At this point my reluctant soldier was & 
tired of the cold shoulder from his for- you DO ks T By. Fe ED 
mer buddies. 
“Look, Sarge. | was wrong about 5 } 1 | 
quitting. I'd like to have my weapon A T »~— ! 
and gear back. I don’t want to go back 
to the rea.” TO SMOKE CUBAN-SEED HANDMADE CIGARS! 
My gaze shifted from SP4 Moore to 
his squad leader as I took a long, con- HANDMADES FOR THE MAN == GIFT IDEA! 
templative drag on my cigarette. WHO THOUGHT HE ; — TO\A FRIEND 
“What do you think, Sarge? You got to COULDN'T AFFORD THEM! . 


4 : I'll send them to you from Tampa, the fine : A : ov a ~ & . - a 
rely on this guy. Do you think you cigar capital of the world. Sample the F é : 


can?”’ guns in bid Silver iri 
s ampler and enjoy a wonderful new 
“He ain’t never been a problem be- smoking sensation. ll include a gener- 
fore, Sarge. I think he’ll be all right.” She erie Dionich ara 
| looked back at Moore. ‘‘What you long-filler and cut filler cigars, all per- 


fectly blended for mildness and flavor. 


did was serious as hell, soldier. By reg- These superb smokes are made with expertly blended Cuban- N San 
ulation, I should turn you in, but if Sat. ge eal fom Grey ar cir ae ki Va AS, te MELT 
* ? . rom ui jut OF Luda. re mild, ila’ remely satisty! 
Sullivan says he’ll give you another tothe eg smoker who's ooking for something new something beter, something . 
i exceptionally tasty. can't tel m from Havana. You won't be able to either, when 
ae saat sia te youd a you thy them’ Natural riser if you're ready for a luxuriously enjoyable smoking experience, try them now. 
ack from the other guys ... y eS SS SS Sa eee SS Se SS 
weapon too.” MY OFFER TO [ To order, fill in and mail coupon to 8-357 | 
As he left I thought about peer pres- felfefNiikeis-t3 | THOMPSON CIGAR CO. | 
sure. It was enough to change Moore’s {'Itsend you postpaid a selection Wa eae Honey, pig Gey Ban's Boa apas yn mrtns EE ceee | 
‘ndiek led ultinhelth ht of 42 factory-fresh cigars—a O.K., TOM! Ship me the Silver Medallion Sampler under your money- 
ait an ah i. he en I SRC CRC GRCE tito | back guarantee for only $10.90. | 
of hitting the shit barehanded. handmades, vintage-leaf long- C] Check for $10.90 enclosed (Fla. residents add 5% sales tax) 
couldn't decide which was the better ile and cut ile smokes. if ee ee 7 
: : @ cigars aren't all you ex- 
leadership tool: peer pressure or flat- pected, return the unsmoked 
out fear. ree Blaine | or att | Great Card No. (Print at digs) EXP DATE | 
w i ost within ays and I'll 
that Ittooka while fr hs buddes oe | = 
accept and trust him again, but when is only $10 90 for a2 factany | es | 
they did it was because he worked fresh, Cuban-seed-lea cigars. [AA an a Fo 


hard to get back in the fold. OEE SR ates OLL-FREE 1-800-237-2559 
| think I made the right decision. ®& SPEED DELIVERY BYCALLING {Ni FLORIDA, CALL 1-800-282-0646 


22 cAL. PELLET 
FIRING 


SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
10 ROUND— 


P| STO L f SIDE MOUNTED CLIP 
FREE: Target and 50 Reusable Pellets 


Not Sold in New York City—No Permit Required 


This rapid fire 22 Cal. ““Commando” type machine [- “eli Ke — — =e — Tass = a 
pistol looks like the famous hard hitting weaponso | om ee. ankle Dae: poicicseaad J 
popular with combat attack grrr: This side I Yes ae isn ah its iter, ocr Semi-Automatic I 
mounted, detachable, ten-round clip sprays pel- | — Machine Pistol. Also include my FREE target and 50 reuseable i 
lets into the target as fast as you can pull the 4 _ pellets. I'menclosing $4.95 — the complete purchase price — plus 
trigger. Only $4.95 plus 95¢ for postage and \ oe rappooae and handling. If I'm not completely satisfied you'll J 
Fi : : y money right away. 

handling. Complete satisfaction guaranteed or | Name j 
your money refunded. NY residents please add , i 
applicable sales tax. i pairees 1 
GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 269AZ58 , “S I 
County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057 SEL pe ee a os 

| NY residents please add applicable sales tax. } 


Oe 
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CTUNT _ SCHRILLALAR 


ASSAILANT, , - 

PALM SIZED | , 

PROTECTION, § Powerful 115 dB cane 
TELESCOPING 3 sive attackers: Hal is.caled from. al di 
STEEL COILS ¢€ . rections for hundreds of yards. Intruders and 


attackers can NOT use Schrill-Alarm against 
their victims. Dogs hate schrill alarm. 


: ? gs REFILL CAR- #950 
These steel whips, : FOR Sa TRIDGES: = SEACH 
; i. 3 PLUS 1.25 SHIPPING PLUS 1.00 SHIPPING 
aay nay! 8 Calif. Residents add sales tax. 


original patent. TO ORDER: Send check or money order to — 


Gun blued for low 
profile visibility. 
Small but powerful. 
Flexible steel coils 
extend from cas- 
ing instantly with , 
a flick of the @ 7 " 
wrist. Blitz and i aim ’ \ 
Sipo deliver & : : \ 
stunningly pain- @ aug STAN 
ful blows, rend- ‘§ IN T 
ering assailants y ‘ PROTECTION 
ee ae ‘ Used by the Taiwan Provincial 
Pre oe a" \ Police Department. Compact. 
Biss | From 8” closed position, baton 
30 DAY MONEY BACK \ automatically extends to 20%” 
GUARANTEE upon pressure to release bar. 
Made from rugged steel tubing, 
SPECIFICATIONS: \ with textured grip and black 
BLITZ —_—_— leather carrying sheath. Weighs 
crromrmneress SENN ccaaasaaananet \ 21 02. 
5%” closed, 13%” open, 5% oz. AL: 
SIPO << = NI BATON WITH 
(ncaa ASN ena auaeamamsaaae SHEATH so49 


6" closed, 16” open, 10 oz. PLUS 4.00 SHIPPING 


Includes pocket clip & hand strap 


BLITZ $1 035 PLUS 2.00 SHIPPING ‘Se 5 | Beene GUARANTEE 
SIPO $1 92s PLUS 2.00 SHIPPING 


TO ORDER: Send check or money order to — Las DRAPER: Send check or money order to — 


(818) 842-4094 at (818) 842-4094 


5 +H P.O. Box 3111 Dept. SOF-B(4) 
P.O. Box 3111 Dept. SOF-B(4) i ep’ (4) 
ey i ) EY Burbank, CA 91504 
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FULL AUTO 


Continued from page 20 


If the ‘“GO” end does not enter, 
headspace is too tight and you should 
back out the barrel one click at a time. 
If the “NO GO” end enters the T-slot, 
headspace is too loose and the barrel 
should be turned in one click at a time. 
Improper headspace can cause failure 
to fire (too tight) or ruptured cases and 
damaged parts (too loose). I prefer the 
older, wider headspace gauge. It fits 
the T-slot more positively. If you can 
find one, hang on to it. 

Attached to the headspace gauge by 
a small chain are the timing gauges. 
Timing is the adjustment of the 
weapon so that firing takes place when 
the recoiling parts are between .020 
and .116 inches out of battery to pre- 
vent contact between the front end of 
the barrel extension and the trunnion 
block. The timing should be checked 
whenever it is questionable, i.e., the 
gun fires with a loping or erratic cyclic 
rate. First adjust the headspace. Cock 
the gun. Raise the extractor and pull 
back on the retracting handle until you 
can insert the ‘NO FIRE” timing gauge 
between the barrel extension and the 
trunnion block with its beveled edge 
on the barrel notches. Close the barrel 
extension on the gauge. Depress the 
trigger firmly and attempt to release the 
firing pin. It should not release. Repeat 
with the “FIRE” gauge. The trigger 
should release. If the firing pin releases 
with the “‘NO FIRE” gauge inserted, 
the gun is timed to fire too early. 

To adjust the timing, first cock the 
gun and insert the ‘‘FIRE” gauge. Re- 
move the backplate and screw down 
{turn it to the left) the timing adjust- 
ment nut (some older guns are not so 
equipped) uniil it rests on the trigger 
lever. Then begin to rotate the adjust- 
ment nut to the right (upward) one 
notch at a time attempting to release 
the firing pin each time. When the fir- 
ing pin is finally released, turn the nut 
up (to the right) two more notches and 
replace the backplate. You’re ready to 
shoot anything. 

And you should be ready to shoot 
anything, because there’s more ammo 
out there than you'd ever imagine. 
You'll find a variety of types in combat 
zones around the world. At one time or 
another .50-caliber BMG (Browning 
Machine Gun) ammunition has been 
manufactured as’ ball, tracer, armor- 
piercing, armor-piercing tracer, armor- 
piercing incendiary, armor-piercing in- 
cendiary tracer and multiple-shot 
squeeze-bore. A lachrymatory (tear- 
causing) cartridge containing the ex- 
plosive PETN and a small charge of 
tear gas (CN) was even developed dur- 
ing WWII. Just about every country 
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SSG POLICE 
008 (WIN. 


CALIBRE 


The SSG-Police is hand picked to 
guarantee Law Enforcement even 
tighter ae s than the SSG Marks- 
man. Identified by its black stock, the 
SSG-P is not offered commercially. | 
It is available to law enforcement 
through a national GSI-STEYR 
Police Distributor Network. 


SSG-P with optional Weaver KT-10 matt finish 
10 power scope. 


The SSG-P is shown (left) with 
optional Kahles ZF-69 scope 
and mount. [he SSG-P comes 
standard with 10 and 5 shot 
magazines and is available 
with single or double set 
trigger (hair-trigger). ssc. with optional Litton M-845 night vision 

device. Scope is interchangeable in less than 5 
seconds, maintaining point of impact. Only the 
SSG offers quick interchangeability with optic 


devices. 


ORIGINAL 


MANRILICHER 


Distributed by Gun South, Inc., Dept. STEYR, P.O. Box 6607 
Birmingham, Alabama 35210, or Phone Toll Free 1-800-821-3021. 
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LEA... THE ONLY 


INTELLIGENCE 


CHOICE 


A. SLEUTH MINI BODY MICROPHONE 
designed for covert law enforcement. Receiver able 
fo monitor six different frequencies. Interfaces with ail 
types of tape recorders. Mini transmitters are crystal 
controtied. 

B. DARK INVADER - for night time intelligence. 
This second generation night vision scope can be in- 
terfaced with video or 35mm camera. A proven affor- 
dable high performance night vision system. 


C. SENTINEL - bug detector, features an ex- 
Clusive discrimination circuit, which permits you to 
eliminate interference by normal/legitimate transmit- 
fers in high signal areas. Can be used with the sup- 
plied carner current detector to find power kne 
transmitters. Complete with instructions, antenna 
Probe, head phones, and carrying case. 

Hundreds of the most effective and innovative 
devices are available in our complete 90 page 
catalog. Send $10 (dollars), refundable with future 
purchase. 


LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATES, INC. 
700 Plaza Drive, Harmon, Meadows/Route 3 West 
Secaucus, N.J. 07094, (201) 864-0001, 
Telex 642073 LEA BLVL Cable LEA 
INQUIRE ABOUT OUR SEMINARS 


Now you can get 

all the heavy duty, 

chopping power the 

famous Gurkha merce- 
naries have relied on all 

over the world from Gallipoli 
to the Faulkland Islands. Put 
it on display or depend on it for 
hard use! Great for survival prepared- 
ness, for hunting and camping, and 


nuine 


Only This Gens 


popular with military knife collectors. The fearsome 12” 
long blade is hand forged so it will take a keen edge. 
Full tang for extra strength with traditional, native hardwood 
handles. Overall—17”, Weight—1 lb., 6 oz. Brand new! Direct 

from the current Government Contractor in India complete with 
issue leather sheath, 2 accessory knives, ordnance drawing and 
spec sheet and a copy of the actual Government Contract. 


from the U.S. to Singapore manufac- 
tures .50-caliber Browning ammuni- 
tion. I recently used some Yugoslavian 
.50-caliber ball in El Salvador that was 
of the highest quality. Although armor- 
piercing ammo usually carries a black- 
tipped color code, tracer red and in- 
cendiary silver or gray, color codes 
vary with the country of origin. If 
you're uncertain, fire some before 
actual contact to find out what’s run- 
ning down the tube. 

The Browning link is a metallic, dis- 
integrating, double-loop pull-out type. 
It's quite sturdy and can be reused if 
cleaned and lubricated. If possible, all 
belts taken on a combat operation 
should be inspected and run through a 
small hand linker using a 1x2 stick to 
drive the small loop all the way down 
on the case’s shoulder. Ammo should 
be carried in the metal boxes, not Pan- 
cho Villa style across the chest. It looks 
macho, but links rust and rounds slide 
out of the link loops. 

When loading the gun always start 
with the end of the belt that has the 
empty double loops. The TM says to 
insert the belt with the top cover closed 
until the first round is engaged by the 
belt-holding pawl. Then retract the 
cocking handle once to half-load and 
twice to fully load the gun. ° 

That’s bullshit. 

Lift the top cover and the extractor, 


>» Gurkha KUKRI Knife 


7. Comes With The Documents 
| 6 That Prove It's Authentic 


Here's What You Get 


With Each Genuine KUKRI 
@ Standard Leather Sheath 
@ 2 KUKRI 


Accessory Knives 


© Ordnance Drawing 
& Spec Sheet 


withdraw the bolt slightly and set the 
first round in place against the rear 
cartridge stop assembly. Pivot the ex- 
tractor back down on top of the car- 
tridge and close the top cover (genily 
but firmly — slamming it down will 
eventually damage the cover latch). 
With the right hand — always palm up 
— draw the bolt smartly and complete- 
ly to rear and let it fly forward. You 
have now visually inspected the feed 
mechanism, made certain the first 
round is properly aligned and fully 
loaded the gun with one jerk of the 
retracting handle. 

I prefer WWII-vintage Ma Deuces 
for two reasons. First, they don’t have 
a bolt-latch mechanism. When en- 
gaged, this device holds the bolt group 
rearward after every shot. The bolt- 
latch release — just below the trigger 
— must be depressed for the bolt to 
move forward into baitery. This allows 
single-shot firing. But who needs the 
bolt latch? It’s a pain in the ass to en- 
gage and disengage and any Ma 
Deuce gunner worth his beans should 
be able to tick off single rounds on a 
typewriter that only fires at 550 rpm. 
Use one thumb on the trigger to tap out 
single rounds and both thumbs for 
automatic fire. (By the way: When en- 
gaging point targets beyond 800 
meters, fire single shot and load with 
tracer.) 


With Wood Lining, 


“yy Brass Fitting & Leather Frog 


Order NO. 1-FS-120 ..cccccccorsssrereee scescresecerereseoceersAl for only $19.95 


r ypectonserenanessnenenananancnenmncataneng B EWA R E 
t YES, Please RUSH me: Am. Exp., Diners Club | 1OF FAKES 
_____ Genuine KUKRI or C.0.D. Weicome 

Knives x $19.95 = —_______ Call Most other KUKRI 


Shipping Solnsniee ey a TOLL-FREE knives being cold 
($5.00 for Alaska, Hawaii & Canada) 1-800-241-3595 ANS ci know of 

Ga. Residents Call (404) 922-3700 § are decorative 
Order No. 1-FS+120 


@ KUKRI From Current ®p Detailed, 8-page 
Government Contractor © Government Contract 


Used for centuries, this sacred weapon 


TOTAL a i is still carried by oi 
(By check or Money Order) i Z 


phonies. You can be the famous Gurkha 
sure that our mercenaries. 
Name KUKRIS are i : 
Address genuine military ~~ 
Gi State issue with the 
y D Send me your FREE catalog of hard-to-get, documents to back 
Zip ________._ hardworking knives & knifemaking supplies. them up. Atlanta 


Cutlery is the 
ONLY importer of 
genuine military 
issue KUKRIS. 


Pe os 4 ATLANTA ex sa9¢s 
oa © CUTLERY conyers, ca. 30207 
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¢ BOOKSHELF 


Books for the Professional Adventurer 


Selous Scouts 
Top Secret War 


LtCol. Ron Reid Daly 
astold © Peter Stiff 


#8001 — Selous Scouts — Top Secret War by Lt Col. Ron Reid Daly. 
Describes the role of this famous unit in’ Rhodesia’s war against terrorism. 
$25.00 

#8002 — Mercenary’s Manual by Terry Edwards. The book on surviving in 
combat. 132 pages with illustraions and photos. $5.95 

#8003 — Merc: American Soldiers of Fortune by Jay Mallin and Robert 
K. Brown. An eye-opening account of the lives, ideals and adventures of to- 
day’s soldiers of fortune. Hardcover. $14.95 

#8012 — An Illustrated Guide to Modern Elite Forces by Max Walmer. 
A concise guide to today’s elite forces of the world. From Australia/New Zea- 
land SAS to the Soviet Union’s Spetsnaz and Naval Infantry to the U.S. Spe- 


MERC:ANmICAN 
SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE 


AULLUSTRATEO GUIDE TO” 


cial Forces and Rangers and SEALs. Over 34 units are covered from 17 diffe- 
rent countries with headings of selection and training, uniforms, and brief spe- 
cial operations that they were involved in. 160 pages filled with b&w and color 
photos, $9.95 

#8013 — An Illustrated Guide to Military Helicopters by Bill Gunston. 
A full-color directory of combat rotorcraft with 51 aircraft described in 160 
pages with over 100 action photographs, most in color. $9.95 

#8014 — An Illustrated Guide to Weapons of the Modern Soviet 
Ground Forces edited by Ray Bonds. 160 pages of the latest equipment of 
the Soviet Union. From main battle tanks to artillery, anti-tank weapons and 
small amns. Filled with color and b&w photos. $9.95 


SPECUL FORCES / RABGER-UDT/SEA! 


} BAND-TO-ANMR COMBAT? 
SPECIAL WEAPORS / 


#8006 — Knife Self-Defense for Combat by Michael D. Echanis. First in a 
series dealing with hand-to-hand combat as taught to the Special Warfare 
Branches of the United States Military. $6.95 

#8007 — Basic Stick Fighting for Combat by Michael D. Echanis. Third in 
the series on hand-to-hand combat/special weapons and special tactics. $9.50 
#8017 — Knife Fighting, Knife Throwing for Combat by Michael D. 
Echanis. The second book in the series of Special Forces/Ranger-UDT/SEAL 
Hand-to-Hand Combat/Special Weapons/Special Tactics. 191 pages filled with 


An ifustrated encyclopedia of 
American afitary equipment and strategy 


wee LN 


#8011 — Elite Fighting Units by David Eshel. A comprehensive book on 
the world’s elite forces. Starting with the British Commandos of WWII and the 
birth of the SAS, to the ops of the USMC in the Pacific. It also covers the 
Vietnam War, Malaya, Korea and the Middle East conflicts, up to the Falklands 
War. 205 pages with b&w and color photos throughout. $19.95 

#8018 — The U.S. War Machine. An illustrated encyclopedia of American 
military equipment and strategy. 271 pages and photographs of the U.S. Armed 
Forces including aircraft carriers, battleships, tanks, APCs, combat aircraft and 
missiles. An excellent book as a source book or for enjoyment $10.95 

#8010 (not shown) — Secrets of Underground Organizations. Original- 
ly published by the Special Operations Research Office, under the auspices of 
the U.S. Army, this comprehensive work reveals how underground operations 
are conceived, developed and organized. $9.95 
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b&w photos on the techniques taught by the late Michael D. Echanis..$7.95 
#8005 — Combat: House to House by Teny Edwards. A timely book on 
urban warfare as being fought in Lebanon. Over 200 pages with photos and 
illustrations. $6.95 

#8008 — Village Defense — Initial Special Forces Operations in 
Vietnam by Col. Ronald Shackleton. A personal account covering the Special 
Forces involvement during a phase of the war that is not really widely known. 
Hardcover. $13.95 

#8009 — Same as above in soft cover. $9.95 

#8004 (not shown) — Grenades by Mike Weber. A new generation of 
weapons has given new meaning to the word grenades. How they work, how 
to use them. 130 pages and over 80 photos and illustrations. $5.95 


———------—------~--4 


Mail to: SOF EXCHANGE, SF 4/85, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 


(J Check here for FREE SOF Exchange Catalog. 


CO VISA (| MASTERCARD 


Postage & Handling 
3% Sales Tax (CO res.) 
Exp. ——______._ TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


ON 


| 
I 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & VISA — call us at (303) 449-3750. Sorry, no 

collect calles accepted! PLEASE INCLUDE $1.75 FOR THE FIRST ITEM ORDERED — 

INCLUDE 75¢ FOR EACH ADDITIONAL ITEM FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING. Overseas | 
| orders add 30%, PLEASE ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 cae 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE 
THREE-GUN 
NTERNATIONA 
COMBAT 
SHOOTING 
MATCH 


18-20 
SEPTEMBER 
1985 


$10,000” 
FIRST PRIZE 


DESERT 
SPORTSMAN RIFLE 


& PISTOL CLUB 
Las Vegas, Nevada 


OUR WORLD-FAMOUS THREE-GUN IN- 
TERNATIONAL COMBAT SHOOTING 
MATCH WILL BE HELD 18-20 SEPTEMBER 
AT THE DESERT SPORTSMAN RIFLE & 
PISTOL CLUB, LAS VEGAS. Entrance is by 
invitation only and competitors must write for 
an application. Shooters who fail to preregis- 
ter must sign up by 1800 hrs., 17 September 
1985. Senda large SASE to Bill Brooks, 4901 
Indian Trail, Wilmington, NC 28403. 


Hotel reservations can be made at the 


Sahara Hotel and Casino, phone 1-800-634- |. 


6666. Register early for this major event in 
the world of competitive shooting. 


Photo by Mike Schaefer 


1985 SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE CONVENTION 
& COMBAT WEAPONS 
MILITARY EXPO 


Soldier of Fortune will hold its sixth annual 
convention and Combat Weapons Military 
Expo 19-22 September af the Sahara Hotel & 
Casino, Las Vegas. Full details will appear in 
the May issue of SOF. 


— 
_ OLDIER OF FORTUNE 


Secondly, when these guns were 
arsenal rebuilt in the late 1960s the 
Imperial Wizards removed the dove- 
tailed slot on top of the receiver. Origi- 
nally installed to accept the M1 Dial 
Sight (used with aiming stakes for def- 
ilade fire), this mount will accept tele- 
scopic sights which greatly expand Ma 
Deuce’s sniping role, With a sturdy mil 
spec scope, such as the new Austrian 
Swarovski 10x42mm, the M2 HB can 
reach out to 1,800 meters and touch 
anyone, All this makes range estima- 
tion extremely important. It should be 
practiced, like prayer, without ceasing. 

I don’t like the newer Stellite-lined 
barrels either. They may last longer, 
but accuracy potential at the longer 
ranges is diminished considerably. 
Maybe the projectile tends to slide 
down the bore without as much spin. 
In any event stick to the original all- 
steel tubes. 

Since it is recoil-operated, the barrel 
is the only component requiring any 
drudge-work. Attack it from the cham- 
ber end. Some older barrels will sweat 
fouling forever and no amount of 
brushing and solvent will ever produce 
aclean patch. After 45 minutes on any 
.50-caliber barrel my attention span 
has drifted over to watching Fraggle 
Rock cartoons on HBO and so should 
yours. 

I have found the following remin- 
ders useful when reassembling the 
.50-caliber M2 HB. Replace the cock- 
ing lever with the rounded nose down 
and to the rear, Replace the bolt switch 
so that the groove marked “‘L”’ is con- 
tinuous from the left-hand feed. 
Assemble the bolt group onto the bar- 
rel extension/buffer group (with the 
accelerator tips rotated up and to the 
rear) and install into the receiver as a 
unit, lifting up on the extractor until it 
clears the left receiver rail. Remember 
to align the bolt’s stud hole with the 
receiver’s clearance hole and replace 
the bolt stud before shoving everything 
into battery. 

Very little ever breaks on the .50-cal- 
iber BMG. A proper field spares kit 
should contain at least one each of the 
following: firing pin, firing-pin exten- 
sion assembly, extractor assembly, 
sear stop and pin (also called the 
accelerator-stop lock and stop), sear, 
sear spring, cocking lever, cocking- 
lever pin, and feed- and holding-pawl 
springs. The uncommon Korean War- 
vintage flash suppressor is a useful de- 
vice if you can locate one. Broken 
cases should always be removed with 
the .50-caliber ruptured-cartridge-case 
extractor — never with a screwdriver 
or cold chisel. 

Correctly employed by trained 
crews, Ma Deuce is still the ultimate 
infantry machine gun — bar none — 
even after more than 60 years of heavy 
use on all the world’s battlefields. ® 


COUNTERFEIT GUNS exact size work: 


ING METAL MODELS THAT LOOK, FEEL, WEIGH AND 
HANDLE LIKE THE ORIGINALS. CAN BE **FIELD-STRIPPED. "' 
CANNOT BE MADE TO FIRE REAL BULLETS. DELIVERED 
= scree ea > FULLY 

ASSEMBLED 


DISPLAY 


M1921 
THOMPSON 
C01S-81-700... 


“STAGE PROP GUNS” 


GOV'T. .45 
AUTOMATIC 
CO01U-81-300 


GERMAN 

P-08 
PARABELLUM 
C016-81-200 


357 St SEND FOR 
POLICE FREE COLOR | 
MAGNUM CATALOG OF 


C01P-81-108 OVER 50° 
MODEL GUNS 


MILITARY KNIVES QUALITY REPRODUC- 


TIONS OF FAMOUS, HISTORICAL EDGED WEAPONS AND 
MILITARY KNIVES. 


U.S. M3 cane KNIFE. 
CO7U-40-048 


$30 (3.00) 


ia ceceaconene ee 


FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIFE 
CO7B-40-014 


ALL KNIVES 


GERMAN HJ YOUTH KNIFE 
C07G-05-09 


FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF EDGED WEAPONRY FROM BATTLE AXES TO SAMURAI 
SWORDS TO FULL-SIZE SUITS OF ARMOUR. 


haope & BADGE 


a THIS ‘‘RUPTURED DUCK”’ IS 
soca MADE FROM ORIGINAL DIES. 
U.S, WWil DISCHARGE BUTTON | 
C14U-81-018 $4 (1.75) 


PERFECT REPLICAS 
HIGHEST QUALITY. 


GERMAN WWI ‘‘BLUE MAX”’ 
C14G-10-01 (W/RIBBON). 


$20 (1.75) eda 
C14G-20-77 (NECK CHAIN). . 


.$10 (1.75) Agaeeal Z 


mie Ce 
ZEEE, NSS SS BRITISH WWII RAF OR 
WWI REC PILOT WINGS 

C15B-10-11B {nrc} r 
C15B-10-11C (RFC) $10 (1.75) 
FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF MILITARY INSIGNIA, MEDALS, BADGES, FLAGS, ETC. 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS, NO INQUIRIES, PHONE TOLL FREE 

1-800-638-2000 (IN MD: 301-933-4801) ORDERS ONLY! 


men ERY MAIL NO RISK COUPON TODAY) 2 im oy ms an mm 
Feottecror's S ARMOURY, INC. 


800 SLATERS LANE PLEASE 
Ip.o. Box 1061, DEPT. SO SEND FREE Hl 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 USA CATALOG 
Bi (epee Necslscueveeng yw ctegata otelets oslo yieisicie os oigialerslaattels =e «sv enemas t | 
: sa aielais spinintn sip SUMED a a acta re i connie mace ee 
» NOTE ADD DELIVERY CHARGE (tN PARENTHESIS) TO EACH ITEM ORDERED « | 
I FE MONEY ORDER CHECK ENCLOSED $s 4 
CHARGE TO MY: OVA MC rs cs Ops H 
T 
A EL de eerily 
al {| 1 
ESS e205 accent nose nggoop ane oan: i 
(SIGNATURE) $10 MINIMUM CHARGE 
BAINTIRROE AOE AO ee. Se i 
| PUMA Scs frye tela iu fo alae are nie lea airiclals cis) Massie A lbialaare— oa laa incite | 
CET? - Seay Ae cee eee eee eee a. en 5 
STAURIIRRSE cee eee. ic 2 eR 


MiB GE WES ME MONEY BACK (LESS POSTAGE) (F NOT GATSSFIED St Mn is 
N CANADA: REPLICA MODELS OF CANADA, 6648 NO. 3 AID.. RICHMOND. 6.C., CANADA V6Y 202 
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Competition & Combat Accessories 


COMBAT BOLT 
HANDLE FOR THE 
REM.1100 


Pistol Grip Stocks 


With this Combat Bolt Handle, 
you can easily reach over the 
gun to operate the bolt with 
your left hand, without ever 
taking you right hand off the 


This is the single most important investment a survivalist, out- 
doorsman, hunter or law enforcement officer can make in im- 
proving a shotgun! Used and recommended by world class 
shooters, this stock is a truly remarkable invention. It reduces 
felt recoil and muzzle climb and makes follow-up shots faster 


aaa trigger. 
and more positive. #3200 ......... ee, $8.00 
ORDER NO. PISTOL GRIP STOCKS ; 
3125 Rom. AOD... .celeee sd. ee Pe $45.00 COMPETITION 
3142 pe eet a ee 45.00 SHELL HOLDER 


3146 Winchester 1200 & 1400........2222202002eeees 45.00 
3145 FIVIOSSOBIG SUG aile.cre eithe » clabaisinjelejaie¥etsle}a:sieed alclotateye:s 45.00 
3190 5 SW B0OG oss sjnnaieieialerare wiclelerd stats latevealaly @e.dietaratw -. 45.00 
3192 Benne itzey starrer era sirides eles ws Seance. se 45.00 
3191 


1 R 
ae eo. 


La 


Ee EE i i Te mee een LIGHT MOUNT, 
an | ee SO 9.95 | Idealforcontrolling all =~ 
Este OMA g— HM AGCAIMOU STs ake als iia 0 6 0G cre 0a inn eo a:e's) a aperaie 9.95 | nocturnal pests, both 4 

3123 A — Winchester 1200...... Pie aicyahe, oNeniepiyS Lat ees Beare . 9.95 and 2-legged. 

Bl MGSSOBIG BU oo cieeic 00 0's sarc naislgmers reer cewing 9.95 #3135....... $20.00 


3143 A —S&W3000......... fee ee eee Pee 9.95 


PISTOL GRIP 
This is currently in 


use by several Fed- ; 


h Forearm 


or sera oo ates a 


eral Law Enforce- 
ment Agencies. 

Ideal for the car or 
the bedside. 


$15.95 


Both Available for 
Winchester 1200; 
Rem. 870; Marlin 120; 


SHOTGUN MAGAZINE EXTENSION KITS 
AS SHOWN ABOVE 


Solid Blued Steel, Extra Long Spring, No Alterations. 7-Shot 7&8 Shot 


Model for 18” Barrel, 8-Shot Model for 20” Barrel. $22 Ithaca 37; Mossberg 
500, High Standard and 
9 and 10 Shot Models Also Available. 9 & 10 Shot S & W 3000 
CALL FOR DETAILS $32 MATCHING FORE ENDS $9.95 
SATISFACTION SEND $1 he we | | we I 
SRN nn Meaty gee" OS IN CANADA CONTACT 
i <— ~/ : —_— MIL ARM CO. LTD. 
G2 C.0.D. ORDERS ACCEPTED 10969 101ST. STREET 
eae CALL TOLL FREE Winton EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5H259 
EL DORADO, AR 71730 1-800-643-1564 (501) 863-5659 E+i A. | 
pa 
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230,000 SALVADORANS 
HAVE FLED THEIR HOMES 
BECAUSE OF COMMUNIST 
TEKRORISM - THEY NEED 

YOUR HELP AND OURS. 


MERCS AND 
THE LAW 


Continued from page 32 


FIGHT 
BIG BROTHER 
1985 IS HERE! 


Big brother may be watching or 
listening in on you. Fight back with 
the most sophisticated privacy pro- 


fully. If you do fight one of those countries, 
try to join an army. Then — believe it or not 
— you technically aren’t a mercenary. You 
should enjoy the rights and protections of a 


tection systems from CCS. 
PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY 


This palm sized sys- 
tem lets you know if 
anyone in the room 
is wearing a “bug”. 
It Fits in your pocket 
to provide privacy 
wherever you go. 


Lug 


SEE IN THE DARK 


This miniature night 
scope allows you to 
see in total darkness 
as far as your own 
eyes can see. Fits in 
your pocket. 


INSURE YOUR 
TELEPHONE PRIVACY 


This telephone scram- 
bler makes your con- 
versation indeci- 
pherable to eaves- 
droppers. Only the 
legitimate speaking 
parties receive clear 
conversation. 


@CCS 1984 


Send $25.00 for new 1985 catalog with 
100 pgs. of state-of-the-art electronic 


security systems. 


CCS Communication Control Inc. 
633 Third Ave., New York, NY 10017 


Enclosed is my $25.00. 
Please send me your catalog. 


Name _- 
Address 


Phone 
SOF 


CCS Communication Control Inc. 


633 Third Ave,, New York, NY10017 (212) 69749140 Te938720 
1801 LSt N.W, Washington, D.C. 20006 (202) 659-3432 
9865 \ ‘shire Bivd., Beverty Hills, CA 90212 (213) 274-6256 
435 _DAve., Miami, Fla. 33131 (305) 358-4336 
426 —_higan Ave., Chicago, IIL 60601 (312) 726-0998 
616, Houston, Tx. 77036 (713) 781-0852 
62s yt, Loridon W1 England 01-629-0223 TX:8814709 
26PL _glome, 75001 Parts 297-56-QOTXCCS 215524F 
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prisoner of war under the provisions of the 
Geneva Convention of 1949. 

But there are countries that haven’t 
signed the Convention in any form, and 10 
countries signed with reservations about the 
protocols. Many of these reservations con- 
cern limits of protection under the first pro- 
tocol .. . including the article about mercs. 

Note: Most Western democracies and 
Iron Curtain countries didn’t ratify most of 
the protocols. Indeed, the United States 
Senate hasn’t ratified any of the protocols. 
And there’s going to be a fight when they do 
get around to the subject of ratification. 

Major Gen. George Prugh (retired chief 
of the Army’s Judge Advocate General and 
a U.S. representative to the Geneva Pro- 
tocol debates) told SOF that most developed 
nations’ governments don’t like the gist of 
the protocols. Gen. Prugh explains: ‘‘For 
the first time in recent history, a treaty has 
been drawn up which limits rather than ex- 
pands human rights protections in several 
areas.’ According to Prugh, the U.S. Sen- 
ate either will not ratify the treaty at all, or 
will ratify it with severe reservations about 
the limits of Protocol I. 

If the Senate does ratify the treaty without 
ratifying the protocols — for purposes of 
our observance of the Geneva Convention 
— the mercenary provisions don’t exist. 
While we’ll agree to treat POWs according 
to the Convention, the United States won’t 
be bound by the provisions for mercenaries. 
Of course, that doesn’t mean we’re going to 
stage mock trials or issue a ‘‘shoot-on- 
sight’’ order. In fact, a merc captured by a 
Westem army could reasonably expect to be 
treated better than if he were captured by a 
ComBloc or Third World nation which had 
accepted the protocols, since the protocols 
amount to a denial of POW rights. 

But the Geneva Convention, itself, and 
its protocols have little force in combat 
zones. Either the combatant nation is com- 
mitted to preserving POW rights, or it isn’t. 
Aside from the nation’s ethics, only world 
opinion seems to have any effect on those 
who break international treaties. When 
POW families and organizations publicized 
mistreatment of American POWs in the late 
‘60s, the North Vietnamese government 
greatly reduced incidences of torture and 
starvation that had typified their treatment 
of captives hefore the campaign. 

Publicity is like a spotlight. Those who 
commit crimes against others prefer to do 
them in the dark. The only means of forcing 
a government and its representatives to fol- 
low international law is by shining that spot- 
light on their crimes. 


While REFUGEE RELIEF 
INTERNATIONAL, INC. is non- 
political, we do aid victims of 

oppression by dispatching medical 
teams and shipments of supplies to 
remote areas of EL SALVADOR and 
HONDURAS. Our future goals 
include the establishment of 
medical dispensaries in secured 
areas of KAMPUCHEA and along the 
PAKISTAN-AFGHANISTAN border. 


Our expertise lies in getting 
dedicated medical personnel into 
hostile areas. We see little of hotel 

lobbies and don’t squander your 
donations on cocktail parties, first- 
class airfares, lavish offices and 


| extravagant salaries. What you give 


gets to the people you intend to 
help (and we make sure of it). 


We believe in President Reagan’s 


| challenge for the “private sector” to 


parallel government efforts in 

supplying needed assistance to 

those suffering in the midst of 
armed conflicts. 


| In order to continue and expand our 


efforts we need YOUR TAX- 
DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTIONS. Our 
volunteers are non-salaried but aid 
is required to get them and their 
medical supplies to target areas. 
(Our Federal Identification Number 
is: 74-22555753.) 


Please include a packing list and 

name of donor with all donations. 

Also, indicate whether or not you 
would like this information printed. 


For further information, please 
contact: 

Thomas D. Reisinger 
President 
REFUGEE RELIEF 
INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
1105 Balmora Drive 
Lafayette, Colorado 80026 


Attn: Mr. Biake 
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DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES SOUND SOOO TIMES 
The VanSleek FARFOON 


Receptivity plus convenient size. 
The VanSleek Farfoon combines 
the parabolic dish Sound Mirror 
of the Double Farfoon with the 
handy size of the smaller Hunters 
Ear. The result is a superior direc- 
tional receptor without the 
widespread large dish receptors 
which in many applications are 
cumbersome to use and trans $1 48 
port. The VanSleek Farfoon uses ¥ 
the same type retrograde sound Postpaid 


FOON 


TRA MODEL 4002 


7 x 35 Wide Angle 
11° with Action Focus 
mechanism. Allows 
you to focus 4 times 
faster. Extra wide 
field of view 576 ft. at 


1000 yds. Zeiss body as the Double Farfoon. Take THE VanSleek 

Style with deluxe trim. VanSleek into tight places. Enjoy FARFOON 

Case included. $7500 $65 the mirrored sound gathering not BT ff E wail 
possible with direct receiver pro- 
ducts. Hears Whisper 

The VanSleek FARFOON is the 

most sophisticated yet devel- Farther than TWO Football Fields 
oped of the sound devices. NEW! “SOUND CUT-OUT* CIRCUIT 


ORDER TOLL FREE 1 (800) 821-5157 


BIONIC EAR $68 


Our price $68 and that includes 
shipping. Optional booster $39 . 
Our Bionic Ear also comes with built- 
in tape jack. Others don’t. 


postpaid 


10 x 50 Camouflaged / $75 MODEL 350 

Angle ZCF 10 power / roof prism. tidal for 
with wide angle / outdoorsmen, back- 
viewing. A great COM-/packers and hunters. 


SAP 


ea see for / Fits in your pocket. lee 
outdoor use. Case Rubber-coated. 
included. $116-00 ot Ai te =e} 


STEEL PORCUPINE FREE ae ie £ J 


A simple pull on the silver-piate pommel handle 


releases six steel spikes that snap to rigid atten- 

tion. Fashioned after medieval mace. Attractive STUN GUN $59.50 ; verter 
yet formidable. Complex inner mechanism is com- will instantly Full trigger-finger dexterity 
pletely concealed when spikes are folded down in “scramble” an attacker's ner- 4 


Cleverly sewn into each glove is 8 ounces of lead. so evenly dis- 
tributed that it is impossible to tell from any fine quality pair of 
gloves. They are soft and comfortable. and well worth the price 
even if they did not carry the special “punch” inside their back and 
knuckles. Normaily not available except to policy departments. 
and possible not for long from us. We made a lucky buy and when 
these are Sold we may not be able to get any more. Quantity is limit- 
ed. Specify small. medium and SUD NET AOE TLE Ba 


THUMB ¢ 
CUFF vy ; x 
Double lock tia \ 


2 keys. Nickel plated steel. 
Vinyl carrying case. 
@eamnanas of 


J 
OTHE DUTCHMAN ® 


p Dept LM4 


vOus syStein Causing mined: 
tate {lemporary) paralysis! Hig 
By simply touching your gages 
attacker anywhere he will drop 
helpless even through many Ges 
layers of clothing But tol 
Jethal 


rest position. 36” ein 


Charger & battery $16 


Jaws NOVA XR5000 STUN GUN 


SWORD 
UMBRELLA $130 


known to be popular with agents of fact and fic- 
tion. Rattan handle, large black umbrella and 20’” 4 
sword In shaft. Length 36”. &/ 


& 


Ye se ee A 9071 METCALF Suite 158 

ee We Pay Shipping OVERLAND PARK KS a 

= B @) 1-800-821-5157 — 9 i 
Standard double lock $9.75 dj MC/VISA, COD, CHECK or MO . ‘Street, a 
‘ handcuff—steel _ i Piease ship: city a re 
eucn with R ri ma Zip i {] 
double locking — . 
feature—2 keys— case $2.00 bee SS SS 2 2 cc u 
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NOVA XR 5000 


STUN GUN 


NOW AVAILABLE 


Currently being used by 
hundreds of law 
enforcement agencies 


SAFE ¢ LEGAL © EFFECTIVE 


subdue violent suspects 95 
instantly without injury 
to officer or offender 


Now you can put down and- 
immobilize your subject before 
applying handcuffs. The Stun 
Gun works through heavy 
clothing including leather 
jackets. It’s small 64x2%x1", | 
light weight 5 ounces and . 
powerful enough to stun end 
immobilize without risk of 
being lethal or causing any 
permanent injury - it does not 
affect pacemakers. It is not a cattle prod or electrified flashlight, does not 
control by pein but immediately overrides the nervous system, removes § 
voluntary muscle contro! from the attackers and quickly puts them on the 
ground . , . weak and dazed up to 15 minutes. Works on ail subjects 
including those intoxicated, on drugs or alcohol. 


The Stun Gun is engineered under the guidelines set by the United States 
consumer Product Safety Commission. (Note to Law Enforcement) All 
related safety data, including copies of government reports can be sent to 
you upon request on your departmental letterhead. 


Uses only one small rechargeable 9 volt battery. 


ENFORCERS OUTFITTING, INC. 
P.O. Box No. 1, Villa Park, IL 60181 
Please send NOVA XR 5000 Stun Gun at 69.95 each. 


CiBlack leather basket weave holder $19.95 
{JBlack Nylon (on or off duty) holder $12.95 


Phone Orders 
312/941-0615 Ext. 714 


CBlack Plain leather holder $18.95 
ON. Cad Battery with charger $15.95 


Illinois residents add Name 
6%/SALES TAX Addrass 
Shipping/handling City,State.Zip, 
charge 2.50 MC {no.) 


VISA {Na.) 


Expiration Date 
Expiration Date 


GENUINE Gl 


SORRY NO COD’s 


SIZES 4-14N, R, W, XW. 
wp Some '/2 Sizes 


FOLD 


Made 
In U.S.A, 


MASTER CHARGE, VISA, COD's faa 

Send for our free 9 page price list of other 

rons surplus including camouflague 
atigues 


Valley Surplus 
Box 346 -S 
Tariffville, Conn. 06081 
(203) 658-6228 
ALL ORGERS POSTPAIO BY UNITED PARCEL 
SERVICE ONLY. FOR ORDERS WHICH MUST. 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE, PLEASE 


INCLUGE SUFFICIENT POSTAGE FOR SEVEN 
LBS., INSURED. 


The Fold-A-Vee Sharpmaker™ is 4 
simple, effective, safe sharpening 
tool for working in the field. Ideal 
features are: pre-set sharpening 
angles, no need for a flat working 
surface, hand in safe position, tight 
weight, with leather carrying pouch 
and with removable medium» 4 
ceramic rods for quick sharp: 

of any knife metal. PatentPe ing 


Ask your cutlery dealer or ena. 
$12.95 to Spyderco. Fully Guaran- 
teed. Instructions included. 


wk Spyderco, Inc. 
P.O. BOX 800 A, 
GOLDEN, COLORADO 80402 
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T.M. 


JUNGLE BOOT 
$45 


Spike Protective, canvas- 
nylon uppers, leather 
bottom, screen vent 
in arch, 


FROZEN CHOSIN 


Continued from page 47 


Marines by 29 November. None of us knew 
it as we watched the frozen hump explode 
under barrages of artillery but we had just 72 
hours before the brutal fight on Hill 1223. 

Down in the valley below us, Chinese 
infiltrators crawled into the 5th Marines’ CP 
and shot the place to pieces. As the Marines 
recovered from the lightning attack, the 
Chinese started to withdraw. But the 
Marines managed to kill every invader, 
several in front of the makeshift aid station. 
The tent was full of wounded Marines, 
many incapacitated with frostbite, and a few 
hand grenades would have killed them all. 
That made us mad and we vowed to take no 
prisoners. 

On the morning of 1 December, we got 
the order to take up defensive positions on 
Hill 1223. We began to climb a gradual 
slope covered with several feet of slippery, 
slushy snow. If the Chinese were aware of 
our advance, they didn’t respond im- 
mediately. About halfway to the top, we 
encountered the first smal] arms fire and ran 
into at least one machine gun protected by 
automatic weapons. It cost us our first 
casualty, Private First Class Kenneth O. 
Perry, who slumped into the snow with a 
stomach full of lead. Grenades thrown by 
our point squads silenced the gun. 

As the slope became steeper and the snow 
deeper, we struggled upward, using our 
rifles as supports to keep our footing. From 
the valley below, 81mm mortars threw a 
few cursory rounds at the top of the hill and 
then quit firing. There wasn’t that much of 
an ammo reserve and the mortarmen 
couldn’t afford to fire on unidentified 
targets. 

How Company, 3/7 and a 65-man sup- 
port element was struggling up behind us. 
As the hill became steeper, it became im- 
possible to put more than one platoon on 
line and the lead element only had room to 
deploy a single rifle squad as skirmishers. 
The Chinese had chosen their terrain well. 
Once again, we had to carry the battle to 
them. 

By mid-afternoon, Item Company had 
the crest, though it cost several dead and 
wounded. The Chinese had paid with more 
than a platoon to hold onto the height and 
lost it anyway. In the valley below, 105s 
and 81s registered to fire support for our 
position. It seemed obvious that occupying 
Hill 1223 was a temporary action designed 
to cover the troops forming for an “‘advance 
in a rearward direction’’ along the road be- 
low us. We could see trucks lining up for the 
convoy south. 

Our Forward Air Controller, Ist Lieuten- 
ant Mullins, struggled up the slope of Hill 
1223 with his heavy radio. When he’d 
caught his breath and wiped the sweat out of 
his eyes, he gave us the bad news. 

“Tt’s fuck, fight or draw small stores 
now,’” he said. ‘‘The Slopes have got us 
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THE ULTIMATE CONVERSION! 


At Last! A completely legal rapid-fire conversion kit 
designed around the popular & reliable Ruger® 10/22! 


Precision all metal con- 
struction, adjustable 
sights, and styling that 
will remind you of the 
“TWIN 50's” of WWII 
fame! A sturdy tripod 

, and all the tools and 
parts needed for quick 
and easy assembly are 
included, except 

2 10/22 rifles and 
magazines! 


) 
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‘ 


You can manually crank out, 
in “Gatling Gun’ style, 
up to 500 rounds per minute! 


$240 postpaid! 


The 50 round magazines shown in the photos are 
available at $29.95 postpaid or 2/$57.00 postpaid. 


MINI-14 KIT AVAILABLE SOON! 

® 10-22 is a registered trademark of 

Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc. 
I 


To order send your name and address with cashiers 
check or money order to: 
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#3001—Brunton 8X30 Rubber Armored Binocular. Waterproof, | 
black-rubber-armored, fully coated roaf-prism optics. Built-in compass | 
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light. Field of view 367 ft. at 1000 yds.;24.8 oz. padded belt pouch. | 


#3002—Brunton 8X21 Cammo Binocular. Green camouflage 
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#3100—Brunton Model 8040 Compass. The most pop- 
ular com pass for professional compass readings. Mirror- 
edcover for accurate prismatic sightings with rotating dial 
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Compact size allows the instrument to be carried in shirt or 
pants pocket. Lanyard and compass instruction booklet 
included. $31.95 


#4001—Sabrelite Flashlight. The flashlight used by the U.S. Special 
Forces, U.S. Navy and field-tested by the SOF Staff in Central America. 
Strong Krypton lamp gives a bright straight beam even under water, 300% 
more light and life than a standard flashlight lamp. Unique rotary switch 
won't turn on accidently, Easy to carry, ready for emergency use. Exclusive 
spring-loaded clip locks on strap or belt. Exclusive split ring attaches to 
eae Multi-use adjustable wrist lanyard. Available in green or black. 
29. 

#4002—Military Sabrelite.Sabrelite Flashlight with moditied black out 
non-magnetic hardware. $31.85 

#4004—Sabrelite System 2000. Complete Sabrelite 1.4 Amp. Lamp. 
Solid-state UL-rated charger with LED monitor. Charger module. Spare .84 
Amp Krypton Lamp. Spare “O” Ring with grease, Sabrelite foam liner. 
Watertight/Unbreakable Pelican Guard Box Storage Container. $79.95 
#4003—Pelilite. Smaller version of the Sabrelite. Submersible down to 


2000 ft, the Krypton lamp gives a strong bright beam and will take a fot of 
oer Size 5%" long x 1%" wide. 7 oz. \ 
$19.9: 


Send Check or Money Order to: 
SOF Exchange, Dept. SOF 485 
P.O. Box 687 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 
For Visa and Master Card Orders: 
(303) 449-3750 


Add $1.75 for first item and 
75¢ for each additional item. 
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surrounded.’’ It confirmed our worst suspi- 
cions. We'd have to hold the high ground to 
cover the bugout from Chosin Reservoir. 

As darkness fell, we slowly consolidated 
positions for a night defense. The first and 
third squads occupied the ridgeline, with the 
second crouching in reserve on the reverse 
slope. Normally, they would be safe from 
attack until needed but here above Chosin 
Reservoir there was no such thing as a safe 
position. The Chinese tactic of double en- 
velopment put the reverse slope in as much 
jeopardy as was the FPL — the Final Protec- 
tive Line. 

If the moon came up that ominous night 
we didn’t see it. The angry skies over Cho- 
sin were still shrouded with a heavy layer of 
snow clouds. Temperatures plunged again. 
Only a few of us had managed to hold on to 
our sleeping bags. Most Item Company 
Marines had to rely on hooded parkas and 
the body heat of a foxhole buddy to keep 
from freezing. 

It didn’t help much to realize the Chinese 
were no better off in the freezing season. 
Canvas tennis shoes don’t provide much 
protection from the cold. POWs were in 
pitiful condition, always suffering from 
dietary problems and inevitably stumbling 
into our lines with bulbous, swollen feet, 
their hands high in the air. Frostbite was 
everybody’s enemy in Korea. 

Our efforts to get some much-needed 
sleep were thwarted by the need to remain 
100 percent alert, two men to the hole, 
sleeping bags drawn no higher than the 
knees and never, never zipped closed. That 
was an invitation to sudden death. Many 
men, succumbing to the need for warmth, 
got deep in their bags and pulled the zipper 
tight. Zippers froze and there was no way 
out of the bag when the Chinese attacked. 
The mistake or weakness — call it what you 
like — cost many Marines their lives from 
bayonet wounds as the Chinese bayoneted 
everything that did not move or shoot back. 

Shortly before midnight our first evening 
on Hill 1223, Al Thomas, the Heavy 
Weapons Platoon leader, walked down into 
second platoon’s position and told Lieuten- 
ant Ed Sullivan that the CO wanted a night 
attack against the Chinese positions in an 
effort to keep them off balance. Our FPL 
was only 75 meters from the Chinese line. 
We assumed they were asleep since no ' 
searching fire had come from that direction 
for several hours. 

I got ‘‘volunteered’’ for the attack and we 
walked forward of our lines around mid- 
night, knee-deep in snow. No one was to 
fire until contact was made and then we 
were supposed to use grenades if possible. 
Someone on the point stepped on a sleeping 
Chinaman almost immediately. There were 
screams of rage silenced by the authoritative 
bark of a .45-caliber pistol. 

Flares began popping and we found 
ourselves in the middle of a very hot fire 
fight on a very cold night. Men were 
screaming and cursing, rifles cracked and 
the whole thing was undercut by the long, 
low staccato roar of automatic weapons. 
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FREE case with each pair. _ 


The Chinese opened fire all along the line 
and we were badly exposed. Those who 
could closed with the enemy and went to 
work with the 18-inch bayonet. 

A black form loomed up out of a hole in 
front of me and lifted something short and 
dark into his shoulder. I saw the wink of 
muzzle flash. Before I could recover and 
return fire a round hit me in the left leg. It 
felt as if someone had cracked me across the 
knees with a willow switch. I dropped into 
the snow as the gook adjusted his aim for the 
kill shot. 

Throwing my M1 into my shoulder, I 
emptied an entire clip at him. When the 
empty clip spanged out of my rifle he had 
disappeared. I fell back, hugging my 
wounded leg and howling. 

Two buddies, Pete Orozco and Bob Tal- 
ley, found me. Talley had been hit in the 
face and was streaming blood. Someone 


. from the direction of 1223 was yelling, 


*‘Item Company! Come on back in!”’ The 
ChiComs were lobbing ‘‘potato mashers,”’ 
crudely made concussion grenades manu- 
factured in the backyards of a thousand 
Manchurian homes. They didn’t fragment 


very well, but a close explosion was enough 


to stun a horse. 

Down in the valley, 105s opened up, 
dropping rounds in our position. They were 
Shortly joined by the 8ls, then Enright’s 
little 60s. The Chinese crumpled under the 
barrage but our second platoon was having a 
hell of a time disengaging. 

Orozco dragged me back into the reverse 
slope position, where they’d vroken up 
some rifle stocks and had a small fire going. 
Because the bone in my leg had been com- 
pletely torn away by the round, the limb 
acted like it was made of soft rubber. It 
stuck out at a wierd angle making it impossi- 
ble to stuff me into one of the sleeping bags 
dropped there for the wounded. My rescuers 
made a move to return to the fight but I 
didn’t want to be alone on that hill. Since 
Talley was also wounded I asked — almost 
begged — him to stay with me. He refused. 
Isaw him go back up the hill with his rifle to 
help someone else and it was the last time I 
ever saw Talley. Refusing medical evacua- 
tion, he was one of the 171 out of 212 in the 
company who went up Hill 1223 and never 
came down. 

It was now 0200. The long, cold night 
was just beginning. 

Up on the MLR, scattered pockets of 
infiltrating Chinese worked their way to- 
ward our lines under the cover of white 
sheets, never realizing they were leaving 
tracks in the snow. Marines sharp-shot them 
all through the night. 

Private First Class Tamsey Johnson, high 
on an OP with a Browning water-cooled 
.30-caliber machine gun, went to work ona 
wall of Chinese troops assaulting his posi- 
tion. When he couldn’t hold out any longer, 


- Johnson jerked the trigger mechanism out of 


the gun and fought his way back down the 
slope to the shrinking circle of Item Com- 
pany’s defenders. We all realized our little 
excursion to keep the Chinese off balance 
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had prompted a full-scale counter-attack. 

At 0530, when dawn finally broke, two 
battalions of Sung’s army had Item Com- 
pany totally cut off from aid. How and 
George Companies of our battalion had nev- 
er been able to reach us and the support 
element had been wiped out to the last man 
by marauding bands of Chinese. I had spent 
the night huddled in my parka and was liter- 
ally frozen stiff from the waist down when 
the weak sun finally appeared. I figured I'd 
just sit there and die but my buddies had 
other ideas. : 

Remnants of our shattered outfit began a 
slow, dangerous withdrawal from Hill 1223 
under constant Chinese fire. Private First 
Class Dick Throm got a grip on my parka 
and began dragging me downhill. I was 
grateful for the total lack of feeling in my 
legs which jounced over the rough ground. 
Marines who could barely walk themselves 
managed to carry wounded men. From my 
position looking backward I could see the 
Chinese triumphantly flooding the blood- 
spattered crest and bayoneting the bodies 
we did not manage to take with us off the 
hill. They seemed pissed off that they 
couldn’t find more corpses. 

When we reached the bottom, Sgt. Jim 


Perry, who had risen to Company Gunny . 


from squad sergeant by filling dead men’s 
boots, took a headcount. He reported 41 
survivors, only half of them fit to fight. 

The CO just tumed away and shook his 
head. It was the last time I saw the Skipper 
until Yokosuka Naval Hospital in Japan 
when we counted noses in a ward. There 
were more of us there than remained in 
Korea, 

Only eight of Item Company’s men final- 
ly reached Hagaru-ri on their feet. The 
march south cost us the remaining few 
who’d managed to reach the valley floor 
from the heights of Hill 1223 to begin the 
march to the sea. Some were wounded but 
still walking. Everyone had frostbite, but 
that was no longer a reason to ride. Most 
walked, limped and staggered the 17 miles 
into the perimeter of ‘‘Chesty’’ Puller’s Ist 
Marines’ area. It was a long, bitter haul 
from there to safety. 

Some called it a retreat as banner head- 
lines focused on the Marine withdrawal. 
Puller said his men weren’t retreating; they 
were merely attacking in a different direc- 
tion. It doesn’t matter. 

The fighting Ist Marine Division had 
given the United Nations forces time to re- 
group, to hang on, to fight back. The divi- 
sion suffered a total of 7,294 casualties, 
about half of them to the Chinese and the 
other half to frostbite. But we earned a place 
in Marine Corps history alongside the guys 
who stormed the beaches at Iwo Jima 
‘“‘where uncommon valor was a common 
virtue. ”’ 

Take it*from me. There were equal 
amounts of both valor and virtue at the 
Frozen Chosin in the Freezin’ Season. ®& 
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#120 WEATHER- 
PROOF FUSE 
IGNITER (M60). 

U.S. Military pull igniter 
for all weather use (or 
underwater use if sealed). 
A pull on the pull ring 
releases the striker assem- 
bly, allowing the firing pin 
to drive against the primer, 
which ignites the fuse. 
Reusable. 

Price: $14.95 
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#128 ELECTRIC 
MATCH. 

Commercial product. 
Used for ignition of pyro- 
technic and other devices 
by electrical means from 
a remote position. A very 
versatile ignition device. 
May be fired with a bat- 
tery or our #129 Clacker. 
Price: Box of 10 $19.95 
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#126 CANNON FUSE 
Heavy lacquer coatings 
insure complete water- 
proofing and steady burn- 
ing under the worst con- 
ditions. Four component 


powder core formulated . 
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an average burn time of 
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diameter. 
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Military firing device. A 
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produces a 3 volt electric 
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Aspin’s tenure as panel. 


rt of boot camp 
97-pound defense weak 
despite Aspin's flat denial 


ORTRESS 
NICARAGUA... 

Central American intelligence 
sources have provided Soldier of 
Fortune with information indicating 
the Soviets are providing 
Nicaragua’s Marxist regime in 
Managua with increasingly 
sophisticated weaponry that includes 
a squadron of Mi-24 Hind attack 
helicopters. It looks like the 
Sandinistas will have them airbome 
and harassing the Freedom Fighters 
in short order. 

Unloaded from a Bulgarian 
freighter at the east coast port of El 
Bluff along with the Hinds was 
Ground Control Interceptor (GCI) 
radar equipment. A GCI network is 
essential before the Nicaraquans can 
utilize high-performance aircraft such 
as the Hinds to their full potential. 
Soviet and East German advisers 
have already helped the Nicaraguans 
set up permanent GCI stations in the 
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towns of Esteli and Masaya, and a 
mobile GCI station is based in the 
vicinity of El Bluff. One or two _ 
additional GCI stations will complete 
a very formidable air control 
network for marauding aircraft. 


In addition, SOF sources said the © 


Soviets have provided Nicaragua’s 
army with about 100 T-54 and T-55 
medium tanks, about 20 PT-76 light 
amphibious tanks, 20-30 152mm 
howitzers, 20-30 122mm howitzers 
and approximately 100 57mm 
antitank guns. Also added to 
Managua’s rapidly building arsenal 
— courtesy of Uncle Ivan — are 
about 100 BTR-152 armored 
personnel carriers, 12 BTR-60 
APCs, 40 BRDM-2 recce-configured 
APCs, some armed with chemical 
warfare equipment. The Soviets 
have also kicked in some other little 
goodies, such as mine-laying gear 
and mobile bridges. 

Nicaragua’s air force and air 
defense batteries aren’t too shabby 
either, thanks to a substantial 
number of U.S. aircraft provided 
before the revolution was betrayed. 
The air force has four T-28s, four 
T-33s, four SF-260s. These are all 
technically trainers but they can be 
easily outfitted with gun mounts and 
bomb racks. They also have seven 
Q-2 push-pull reconnaissance = ~ 
planes, which can be easily con- 
verted for close air-support work. 
The 10 or 12 Mi-24 Hind gunships 
will supplement other Soviet aircraft 
already in the Nicaraguan air force 
inventory, including 12 Mi-8 Hip 
troop transport helicopters, which 
can also be outfitted as gunships. 
The Soviets actually delivered 14 
Hips to Nicaragua, but two have 
been shot down, sources tell SOF. 

Air defense includes an unknown 
number of radar-controlled 57mm 
anti-aircraft guns, some delivered by 
the Bulgarian freighter Christo Batov 
which brought the Hinds, 50 37mm 
anti-aircraft guns and about 80 ZPU 
anti-aircraft guns of both the two- 
and four-barreled varieties. There 
are also up to 200 hand-held SA-7 
missile launchers in the Sandinista 
inventory. 

Last but not least, Nicaragua’s 
navy has received two French-built 
Vedette patrol boats, which in early 
1984 managed to hit each other ° 
with gunfire as they pursued 
CIA-sponsored rebel piranha boats 
in Corinto harbor. They also have 
four North-Korean-built patrol boats 
and six Russian and Polish 
minesweepers, four delivered by the 
Bakuriani. 

Of course the Nicaraguans do not 
have enough personnel with 
adequate technical training to 
maintain and operate all this 
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equipment, which easily explains the 
6,000-8,000 Soviet, East German, 
North Korean, Palestinian and 
Cuban military advisers in-country. 
With all this outside help, Fortress 
Nicaragua has amassed a military 
machine that far outstrips anything 
in Central America and rivals most 
armies in all of Latin America. 


ESUS 
SUPPORTS SWAPO?... 
If you’re one of the millions of 
Americans who fills church collection 
plates, you might want to check if 


your denomination and congregation 


contributes to the World Council of 
Churches (WCC). According to the 
Catholic Defense League of South 
Africa, the WCC through its 
Program to Combat Racism gave 
nearly $200,000 to 
anti-South-African terrorist groups, 
including over $75,000 to the 
Southwest African Peoples’ 
Organization (SWAPO). 


EAL/UDT 
MUSEUM... 

A 12 November 1984 
groundbreaking ceremony at Fort 
Pierce, Fla., signaled the beginning 
of a construction project designed to 
convert the birthplace of Combat 
Demolition Teams (CDT, now called 
Underwater Demolition Team — 
UDT) training into a museum 
dedicated to UDTs and SEALs. The 
St. Lucie County Historical 
Commission and Chamber of 
Commerce have provided initial 
grants, but more money is needed 
to complete the conversion. 

Since this museum will 
commemorate all underwater 
warriors, the Historical Commission 
is especially soliciting former CDTs, 
UDTs and SEALs for memberships 
in the museum. For details write: St. 
Lucie County Historical Commission 
UDT/SEAL Museum, Dept. SOF, c/o 
414 Seaway Drive, Fort Pierce, FL 
33449, or call (305) 464-6635. 


DA 
FRAGGERS... 

SOFer Pete Laurence has begun a 
veterans’ letter-writing campaign to 
remind legislators of the crimes of 
Jane Fonda during the Vietnam 
War. Write Veterans Against 
Treason, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 55, 
Concord, CA 94522 for more 
information. 
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MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
BahnhofstraBe19a-8122 Pensberg 
Weat Germany 


SURVIVAL BOOKS 


SILENCERS a 


Siancars — history, theory, function, performance, and construction, Wustrated with pholos and, 


drawings. Tho mest avthontic, thorough, sp-t-date coaction of books on the topic, 

Six Old Silencer Catalogs 

Law Enlorcemem Guide to Firearm Silencers 

Sijencers From the Home Workshop A Constracton Manuat, Pholos, Drawings, 
Dimensions, Materials for Real Guns in Many Calibers 

Firearm Silencers Vot 1 

Firearm Sitencers Vol. 2 

Home Workshop Silencers | 

The Silencer Background and Consiructon of an Elfettve Suppressor 

Silencers Patterns and Principles Vor 1 

Silencers Patterns and Principtes Vol 2 

How to Bud Silencers, an illustrated manual 

Silencers For Hand Firearms 

Quiet Killers Vol 1 

‘Quiet Killers Vol 2 

Siteocers. Snipers, & Assassins 


SEMI (= Q =) FULLY 


FULL AUTOMATIC CONVERSION BOOKS 


Practical methods to convert yoor semt-auto weepon to full aio or selective fire should the nped arise, 
Full Auto Yolume + AR-15 
Volume 2 UZt 
Volume 3 MAC-10 
Volume 4 Semi Auto Thompson 
Vowme 5 M1 Cartene to M2 
Full Auto Modification Manual HKQ1 RKO 
MAC+10 MAC-17 AR tS Min-f4 Mt Carbine 
Home Workshop Guns Yol 1 Constructing the Submachine Gun 
Automatic Firearms Design Bonk Vol 2 Conversion of Colt 45 Pistol 
HK91 HK93 Winchester 64 Winchester 490 plus ong proyects 
AR-T Exoue Weapons 
Supmachine Gun Designers Handbook 
Improwsed Weapons of the Amencan Unoergrouno 
WED 10 45 ACP Suomathine Gun Receiver Plans 


SURVIVAL BOOKS @ (818) 763-0804 


11106 Magnolia Bivd., No. Hollywood, CA 91601, Attn. Nancy 
Prices subject to change. Orders paid with money order or cradit card 
sont immediately. personal check orders held 4 weeks. Catalog $2.00 


Also Congressional Medal of 
Honor winner Col. George E. Day 
(USAF, Ret.) is circulating petitions 
and soliciting contributions to have 
Tom Hayden removed from 
California political office. Write 
Americans for a Sound Foreign 
Policy, Dept. SOF, 418 C St. NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20070-0287. 


FLAK 
Continued from page 7 


Semper Fi, Major. We think the 
MI16A2 is a great weapon no matter 
how it came into service. Thanks for 
updating our information. 


Kokalis on the M16A2 cuts 
through the bull. I have shot the 
M16 in competition with the Marines 
and it is accurate within 18 inches to 
500 meters. The gun functions well 
even when dirty. I have never seen 
a gun malfunction except for two 
reasons; 1) The gas tube was broken 
off the gun or leaking; 2) Firing 
blanks. I have seen literally hundreds 
of 16s rendered useless from gas 
tube blockage from blanks. 

Doug Bumham 
Gainesville, Fla. 


Blank cartridges will foul ny gas 
system, particularly in the M16 
series. It’s another facet of the argu- 
ment for using bullet-trap-type rifle 
grenades which utilize standard ball 
ammo. 


I am writing to tell you that I was 
delighted to find that you mentioned 
my Master's thesis on the M16 rifle 
in your article in the January 1985 
issue of SOF. Writing it in 1969 was 
just something I had to do so I could 
get into a decent law school, etc. | 
certainly never guessed at that time 
that it would be cited in a national 
publication like SOF. Thanks again! 

Bill Kirby 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Your comments are a tribute to 
the thorough job Peter Kokalis does 
in research. If he used your thesis, it 
must have been good. 


UNS AND 
GLAMOUR... 
Sirs: 
You have a good magazine and I 


Continued on page 109 
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FLOATKNIFE™ 


Combines a hollow handle of space 
ate DuPont Zytel with a stainless 
steel blade to produce a medical- 
survival kit so light it floats! Water- 
tight handle imprinted with Morse 
Code and Emergency Rescue Sig- 
nals contains the vital necessities for 
survival: matches, fishing kit, tourni- 
quet, scalpel, suture, antibiotic, disin- 
fectant, bandages, and more! Handle 
is sealed .by cap with a built-in 
luminous, fluid-filled compass. Don't 
leave land without it! Weight-2% 
oz.; Length-8"; Nylon sheath and 
instructions included. Money back 
guarantee. Send $34.95 and $3.00 
postage to Lifeknife, Box 771SF, 
Santa Monica, CA. 90406. 


SALES REPS 
WANTED 
Earn $50,000 
+ Part Time! 


Rep the world’s largest most 
successful security company. 
Sell exciting James Bond 
countersurveillance, security 
and communications systems. 


Your market for these much 
needed products includes 
police, governments, major 
corporations. 


$10,000 INVESTMENT 
SECURED BY INVENTORY 
Contact Mr. Parsons 
212-697-8140 


CCS COMMUNICATION 


CONTROL INC. 
633 Third Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 10017 


LEST WE NOT FORGET ............. 
++ THE FORGOTTEN WARRIOR ++ 


ON JULY 26TH, THE USPS WILL RELEASE A SPECIAL COMMEMORA- 
TIVE POSTAGE STAMP FOR THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
KOREAN ARMISTICE 

WE WILL PROOUCE OUR SPECIAL 
MULTLCOLORED CACHET SHOW- 
(NG THE GREAT SEAL OF THE U.5. 
FOR THiS HISTORIC EVENT 

THE SET. WHICH WILL CONSIST OF 
TWO COVERS, EACH HAVING THE 
NEW STAMP PLUS A TOTAL OF 15 
ADDITIONAL STAMPS THAT RE- 
LATE TO OUR SOLDIERS AND THE 
KOREAN CONFLICT. 

THE SET WILL BE PRODUCED iN 
UMITED QUANTITIES AND WILL BE 
CANCELLED IN WASHINGTON, 
D.C , THE OFFICIAL FD CITY 

THE COVER SET WILL BE MAILED 


ey 
‘THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


TO YQU AFTER THE FIRST DAY IN A SPECIAL PROTECTIVE 
PACKAGE ALLOW 30 DAYS FOR DELIVERY 
SPECIAL PRICE FOR THIS HISTORIC SET OF TWO COVERS 
SHOWING THE GREAT SEAL OF THE U.S., ONLY $4.25 POSTPAIO. 
7% NY STATE TAX EXTRA ON ORDERS 
DELIVERED WITHIN THE STATE 
MASTER CARD AND VISA ACCEPTED 
SEND ALL ORDERS TO: KQREAN SET 
P.O. BOX #151, DIAMOND POINT, NY 12824 
516-644-2015 - 


J. R. STUPERO 


Box 209 ¢ Dept. F 
LAKE HAVASU CITY, AZ. 
86403 ¢ 602/855-1998 
For Catalog 
and Dealer 
information 
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‘ACCESSORIES 


Our blowgun has a .625 1.0. Constructed of heavy 16 
gauge steel, it is 40 inches long. The end is chamfered to 
remove any burrs that might deflect datts. Our blowgun has 
8 special durable black baked-on finish. tt weighs about 1% 
Ibs. and is very strong — a weapon in itself. 

Our dart clip slides on to the blowgun easily and each one 
is designed to hold 12 darts. Our mouthpieces are curved to 
fit the mouth and are flat on top and bottom for men with 
mustaches and beards. 

When a4 rubber tip is placed on the end it becomes an 
excellent hiking stick, cane, club or rifle rest. 

The bayonet spear is round and slides over the end of the 
blowgun. It has a screw clamp to-hold it securely. Darts can 
be shot with the bayonet in position. 

SHIPPING 


BLOW GUN 27.50 ea. for to 4 unite 
DART CLIP — 24 TARGET DARTS 
6 BROADHEAD DARTS 
6 STUN DARTS and RUBBER TIP 


TELL THE WORLD YOU SERVED! 


From $98 
in PRECIOUS metal 


ARMY-NAVY — NA 
AIR FORCE-MARINES at 
PRESTIGE RINGS you'll wear with pride World's largest 
selection of military rings Over 1000 combinations Visa or 
MasterCard. Money Back Guarantee! 


Send $1 tor full color catalog today. 


T-J JEWELRY CO. 


Box Y $4, Apache Junction, AZ 85220 
(Successors fo Royal Military Jewelry) 
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TIMBERSHEPHERD ™ 

TIMBERWOLFIGERMAN SHEPHERD HYBRID 

As seen in S.W.AT. Magazine November 1983 
and Survival Guide Magazine August 1964 


©Copyright 1983 LRRP Security Services, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved 


Loyal «Intelligent companion for Family Protection *Home 
*Field Patrol.” 37.5 Timberwolf 62.5 German Shepherd 4th 
generation hybrids taking 7 years to produce from North 
American Gray Timberwolves and German import Shepherds. 


DO NOT CONFUSE The TIMBERSHEPHERD with the % 
wolf 12 shepherd mix, poorly bred, unpredictable and 
unsuitable as a professionally trained working dog. 


KEENER SENSES of Sight *Hearing *Smell than any other 
domestic breed. 


LONGER LIFE SPAN over the Rottwieler »German 
Shepherd *or Doberman Pincher 


EVEN TEMPERAMENT Ideal for the family with small 

children. The TIMBERSHEPHERD Is bred exclusively as a jf] 

superior working dog — Devoted, Useful, Life Long 
Companion 


OUR TRAINING RESOURCES are extensive and most 
credible, employing the latest techniques and standards 
currently in use by the U.S. Dept. of Defense Military 
Working Dog Program *Family «Home *Law Enforcement 
(Public or Private) «Operative *Whatever!!! *Full Health 
*Temperament *Hip Guarantees *Shipping — Worldwide. 


LRAP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 M-4A, Alken, S.C. 29801 (803) 649-5936 
Brochure information includes color reprint of SWAT and 
Survival Guide magazine articles, 

SEND $3.00 U.S. FUNDS 


o 


Fireworks of all kinds. Make your cele- 
bration A BLAST! jon of 
* Class C Fireworks in America. “M-60s, 
Power Rockets, Firecrackers, Color 
Sparklers. Thousands of other special- 
ties. Void where prohibited. 


Enclosed is $1.00 for 24-page full-color 
Catalog. (Refunded on first order.) 


i Please send Giant Color Catalog. | enclose $1.00 - 
| Name 

I Address 

| City 


a Blue Angel Fireworks 

BP. 0. Box 26 SOF-45 

J Columbiana, OH 44408 
Call Toll Free 800-321-9071 
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35—"HOW TO” 
A iguitauro, ) [THE KNIFE 
| ON VIDEO THAT sac 


Learn easy and legal ways to convert your WE STOLE IT 
| Weapon. Modifications show each step NOW YOU CAN BUY ITI! 
great detail. , 34 més 


NUMBAH ONE T-SHIRTS 

"NO LIE GI" 

T25 giOENIX By, 
aaa 
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THE MOST DEVASTATING 
KNIFE EVER PRODUCEDI 


\a o> : SILENT & ACCURATE 
49ey 
AR15 to M16 (select fire) hs in the summer of 1984 | 


{t was learned from 
classified Swedish and 
Finnish intelligence 
sources that ‘“SPETSZ- 
NAZ” and ‘other Soviet 

| crack units were issued 

| an “attack knife” that 
could be shot silently | 
and accurately up toa 
range of 10 meters. 


O 

| () M1 Carbine to M2 (select-fire) B 

| (] UZI Semi-Carbine to select ' 
fire sub-machine gun | 
(_ #AKS to select fire AK 47 style 

[] KG99 to Open Bolt machine pistol 


Save time and money! Each of these quality 
videos will enable you to clearly and 
completely understand the weapon covered 
including: 
| Basic functioning « Disassembly and assembly ff 
| * Step by step conversion | 
}* Extensive full autofire power demonstration 
| * Explains and demonstrates various accessories 
} available 


Free Parts Source list included w/ order. | 


©y563 SIN LOI eropuctions inc {siPH) 


The Ballastic Knife is a fundamentally 
new type of close combat system. It can 
be used as a thrusting rod or a baton 
round that will stun any attacker; a 
fighting knife, or as a final surprise, it 
can be fired silently up to an effective 


(Sin Loi Victor Charlie means tough shit VC) range of 50 ft. The penetration in typical 


on eee | All conversions performed by licensed Class 2 f} targets is over five times that of a 
CAPS & T-Shirts 9: Each ah) manufacturers. 1 forceful manual stab. 
Shirts Screened Front & Back; “No ie!" This information should be considered a must 


OD available # specified; STATE SIZE & STYLE NO. SEND MONEY ORDER, CHECK OR COD TO. 


For O Alt Mail add $2-25/tem, for the military weapon enthusiasts’ library and |} 


should be acquired NOW . . . this information 
may not always be available! 
Satisfaction guaranteed or return within 2 | 
weeks for full refund: Mail check M.O. } 
(C.O.D. add 3.50) to: | 
CATCO, P.O. Box 4013 i 
Napa, CA 94558, 707-253-8338 / 


cke payment to: 


SIN LOI propuctions inc.[SLPI] 
1105 N. Main St. Suite 2A#2 
Gainesville, Fl. 32601 


We Carry Many VIETNAM T-Shirts 
Send $2 for Catalog [free with purchase] 


% 
2 SOR 


ROCKLEDGE, FLA 32955 


(FLORIDA RESIDENTS ADD 5%) 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


SPECIAL ACTION 
COMMANDO SCHOOL 


/ Is a must for every out- 
doorsman's survival 
kit. Proven superior tn global survival. 
Saved IIlves of downed USAF pilots In 
hostile conditions worldwide. 

160 pages cover: e instant Shelter and 
Food Including Vital Edibility Tests « 


cS 


LAST CHANCE!! 


1981 SOF Convention Buckle and Patch 
1982 SOF Convention Buckle and Patch 
1982 SOF Convention Lighter and Medal 
1983 SOF Convention Patch 
1982 SOF Convention T-Shirt 

(Mediam & XL ONLY!!!) 


Water ¢ Clothing/Equipment e First Aid 


i * Signaling e Orientation (by sun and 
Stars) © Fire Making ¢ Survival Weapons 

7 * Hunting © Fishing © Trapping... and 
MUCH more. 

Over 350 drawings, tabies, maps. 
Easy to understand. A must for your 
family’s survival during emergencies and 
the coming bad times! Only $8.95 ppd. 
Sree coples—$6.95 ea. ppd.) Clip ad. 

RDER SEVERAL TODAY! 
World Wide Publishing Corp., Dept. S5 
Box 105, Ashland, OR 97520 U.S.A. 


[LIVE AND ~_ 
SURVIVE IN ~ 
THE WILDS! ~ | 


t \f you anticipate 
monetary collapse, » 
a dictatorship, and 
gun confiscation, 

YA 


Special Forces training in the 
following areas: unconventional 
warfare ops; counter insurgency 
ops; survival techniques; pa- 
trolling techniques; special 
assault weapons and tactics; 
electronic security measures; light 
and general purpose M.G.; exotic 
weapons and tactics; adjustment 
procedures for artillery and TAC- 
AIR, and much more. 


Courses Available: 7 days 
Basic Commando Course (BCC) 
Intermed. Commando Course (ICC) 
Advanced Commando Course (ACC) 
Escape & Evasion (E&E) 
Survival Course (SC) 
Geographical Characteristics: 
Forest Terrain 
Average Temp. Day 75° 


ALL 8 ITEMS for 


ONLY *10” 
(a $32© value) 
Please include $2.50 Postage & Handling. 
Send Check, Money Order, VISA or MasterCard to: 


SOF EXCHANGE 
P.O. BOX 687 
BOULDER, CO 80306 


Evening 60° 
For a brochure containing a com- 
plete list of all training and prices, 
write to the: 
Special Action Commando School 
P.O. Box 506, Pecos, New Mexico 
87552 Brochure $2.00 
(505) 757-6933 
1985 brochure supercedes all 
other information and brochures. 


Expert Hans J. Schneider reveais his prov- 
en pian for your freedom and survival dur- 
Ing economic and civil turmoil. Covers 
Self-Sufficiency « ecating Your Refuge 
Independent Energy Sources « Inflation- 
Proof investments © Alternate Weaponry/ 
Defense Tactics ¢ Survival Hunting « Food 
Tests and much more. No book like it— 
backed by a lifetime of experiences and 
travels in nearly 100 countries. 288 PAGES, 
Onty $9.95 ppd. Order now: Clip ad. 
World Wide Publishing Corp., Dept. $7 


Box 105, Ashland, OR 97520 U.S.A. 


FEATURING AN 
INVENTORY of OVER 


200 MILLION GUN PARTS 


A 480 page. 242 Ib. parts Herts 3 
listing mi itary, commercial, anti- 
ue U.S. and Foreign gun parts. 
the most complete parts listing 
in the world! Used by govt. agen- 
cies and professional gunsmiths. 
Order now, receive $3 certificate 
toward purchase of any catalog 


item. 59> ppd. 


Numrich. arms 


CORP West Hurley, N.Y. 12491 


Oe eee 
aviation AV. Lt 


ry 
eese 
eeee 

eae ~ 


“HELL ON THE WESTERN FRONT” 


80 minutes of unrelenting action 
from the Normandy Beaches to the 
Siegfried Line and crossing the Rhine, 
aliving human document of the great- 
est military campaign in history. 


Taken from the Armed Forces Ar- 
chival program, ‘The True Glory,’ this 
remarkable epic depicts graphically 
the ke a of massive armies locked 
in bitter battle. 


An important combat program for 
action buffs. Running Time: 80 Min. 


visor BETA Only $59 


Plus! ‘Try, Try Again!’ Medal of Honor 
Series A crippled 8th AF. bomber 
crippled by|Luftwaffe and a semi- 
conscious pitot struggles home. A tri- 
bute to vaior. 


Send to: FERDE GROFE FILMS 
3100 Alrport Ave., Sante Monica, CA 90405 
U.S. and Canada, add $2.50 shipping, foreign 
orders, add $3.50, CA res add 642% Sales Tax 
Visa & Master - include card no. & expiration. 
ORDER TOLL-FREE 
{800) 854-0561, ext. 925 
in Calif. (800) 432-7257, ext. 925. 


FROM LOCKED 


AND 
COCKED.. 


FAMOUS FEDORA 


A revival of an old favorite 
4 995 You saw a fedora like this in 


“Indiana Jones & the Temple 
of Doom” — reminding us all 
of how much adventure a 
man in a fedora can find Our 
® version ts of special wool felt. 
y finer textured and stiffer for 


.. TO OPEN 


In only wmproved shape retention 
1/250 th sec. ciel oy inte bg Lear 
a tapere crown wi 
with only a inangular crease and 2 side athe maeve kvm andl deep 
press of the brown grosgrain band Fully lined with rayon satin Sizes 
pocket clip! 6% thru _7'/7 (runs farge). Money-back guarantee. 


Introductory Special! 


VINTAGE 
ADVENTURER 
JACKET 
“> Regularly $198 
= Now Only 
$168 
Save $30! 


This terrific feather 

P flight jacket is a famous 

ig favorite! You saw one like 

it in “Indiana Jones & The Tem- 

§ ple of Doom” in 1984. Clark Gable 
wore one flying an air race equip- 

ped P-35 in the 1939 movie, “Test Pilot.” 


The Gusretetner is sot 
8 knife, periotirede. 
gravity kre, dirk. dagger, 
etc. Thert are HO FEDERAL 
Law AGAINST ITS 
PURCHASE 


B) 


1, Oronance steel construction 

throughout. POWERFUL But you don't have to be a movie star or a pilot to appre- 
2. 4" hardened steel! round SPRING LOADED ciate the comfort and superb quality here. Features dou- 
a tered ae MECHANISM ble entry pockets with zippered top, hidden inside stash 


Pocket, zip front with wind flap, full lining, bi-swing back 

and underarm gussets for free movement. Plus it offers 

the special vintage effect of worn, aged leather in a com- 
letely new high-quality garment. Sizes 36 thru 50. 
joney-back guarantee. 


SAVE! BUY BOTH THE HAT & JACKET 


ahaft will reamin open 
during use. 

4, Knurted positives 
grip. Blue finish— 
eimilar to @ tine 
firearm. 


Cencrest. eflettive precectios fer ose 
qUuantionsbie excesons Wher peace ot 
rind Merde security, whee & bulky fine 
arm or knite will never do, The Geand- 

Haltver 6 Dare satancy eveliacle 


ORDER NO. nna) esapicion 
BR-50010 Pieese note: The Guardtather Is not ® cheep FOR ONLY $179.00 

Send: $299 fff = bien vutreiner sneer uty pociton po We honor VISA and MASTERCARD. Call Toll 
and: duct designed with our DEFENSE In mina Free 800-334-5474. Write for FREE Catalog! 


immediate pre- 
paid detivery) 


Send name & address along with check, money order or 
credit card information to: 


PES Sales dept. 3-45 


P.O. Box 1600, Chapel Hill, NC 27515 


BRYG’S, INC. 
P.O, Box 1452 
Lilburn, GA 30247 


ea] 


DO #HH3 Famous Fedora Hat (Size___)..... $ 19.95 
O #1C Vintage Adventurer Jacket (Size___).$ 168.00 
O #JO5X Hat/Jacket Set (Sizes___/___). . .$179.00 


PRIVACY ? 


Avoid BIG BROTHER... 


Best techniques ever published 
for creating COMPLETE PRIVACY! 


Bi Avold Surveillance, Eavesdropping 
@ Become “invisible” to investigators 
@ Stop Generating Financial Records. 
@ Receive Confidential Mail — Safely 
BB Stay out of Government Files 

B How to Eliminate Negetive Records 
@ Begin Creating Helpful New Records 
@ Hiding Your Assets 
B Banking Alternetives 
@ Privacy from Taxes 

@ “Low Profile” Secrets 
@ Hideouts; Deep Cover 
@ Multiple Addresses 
Bf Using other “Names” 
@ How to “Disappear” 


ALL THE PRIVACY YOU WANT! 
Don’t wait! Order TODAY! ONLY $1 4 be 


EDEN PRESS e 11623 Slater ''C’’ 
Box 8410-AP © Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
SSSSE ESSE ESSSeEee eee 
BYES! sename PRIVACY. 

g Enclosed is 14.95 © check C) money order. 


g(a. residents please add 6% sales fax.) 
a (CJ Send latest Book Catalag — FREE 


Biiame 

@Acdress 

Sc 
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Dealer Inquires Invited 


REVOLVER” ° $4.95 


FREE: Targets and 50 reuseable pellets 
This hard hitting target pistol looks and feels like 
the “magnum revolver" in use by most highway pa- 
trois. Extra long target barrel and he-man grips 
combine to give unusual accuracy. The easy-load 
cylinder reloads quickly with 10 pellets. Only $4.95 
plus 95¢ postage and handling. Your purchase 
price promptly refunded if not satisfied State age 
when ordering. 

GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 269M058 
County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057 


ie ti 
Pena, 


PELLET 


FIRING 
22 CAL. 


SNUB-NOSED [i 
REVOLVER : 


FREE: Targets and 50 reuseable pellets 
This hard hitting target pistol tooks and feels like the fa- 
mous snub nosed revolver in use by most detectives. 
The cylinder swings out to take eight 22 cahber pellets 
and each revolver comes with its own FREE supply of 
targets and 50 rounds of reuseable pellets. Only 4.95 
plus 95¢ for postage and handling. Your purchase price 
promptly refunded if you're not completely satisfied. 
Not sold in New York City 
GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 2690058 
County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057 
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SUPPLY LOCKER > 


a 
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The same performance-quality 
handgun and machine gun ammo 
Nevins supplies to Police, S.W.A-T. 
and Military Agencies around the 
world. Slick feeding, straight shooting 
and made in the U.S.A. Super pricing 
to Dealers and FFL’s. 


NEVINS: 


Ammunition, Inc. 
7614 Lemhi, Suite 1 
Boise, Idaho 83709 | 


208/322-8610 


at 


Introducing 
My New Hollow Handle , 


Survival & Combat Knife 
Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 


Only 
Saw Teeth : $ 00 
That Work! : | 99 
13’ overall ln 
length. b . 
All stainless steel 
construction with 
combat sheath. 


R KNIVES 


CUSTOM HANDMADE KNIVES 


ty Lr Jie Hebe ile, NC 28739 
1922 Sparta: . reonville, 
re Phone (704) 692-3466 
Send SASE for mare information 


Photo by Mother 
Earth News 


‘NEW “STATE OF THE ART” Patent Design 

now being used by law enforcement tactical teams. 
Utilizes an innovative continuous discharge aerosol 
design that empties in less than 30 seconds and will 
contro! an excess of 23,000 cu. ft. with strong CS type 
tear gas. Unlike old style grenades,"Clear Out” won't 
start fires and cleans up easily, 


“Clear Out” © CS Grenades Add 3.50 for 
3 pak = $38.94 ehipping/handling 
6 pak = $66.00 


CASE (12) = $117.00 SAVE $38.76 


Shipped U.P.S. only. Send check or M.O. (C.0.D. on 
6 or more only) to: 
Executive Protection Products Inc. 

316 California Ave. #341 
Reno, NV 89509 707-253-7142 
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SITUATION 
“TARGETS 


& Different 
Targets 


TARGETS 


Reproduced from 
actual photos! 


RA Vargots 


} 4 \ 8935 N. 2nd Way, Suite 125-A 
Phoenix, AZ ago20 zi 


u TAKE THAT SHOT! 


ELECTRONIC WEAPONS 
=a=— SYSTEMS —==— 


© BLASTER WAND DEFENSE WEAPON produces shockwave 
type explosive electric discharges. For hastile situations, May 
beltethal. $59.50 _{ntopack/Plans only $5.00 

© BLACK BOX BLITZER battery powered device, use to stun 
fish, elecirity objects, protect perimeters, Can be made lethal. 
$59.50 infopack/Pians only $5.00 

© LASER GUN SIGHT/SHOOTING GALLERY practice steadi- 
ness. can be used for point sighting most weapons. Includes 
electronic target. $399.50 _Infopack/Plans only $5.00 

@ TELEPHONE MESSAGE TAKER automatically provides ac- 
curate records of all calls For order taking only. $24.50 

© VEHICLE ELECTRIFICATION DEVICE non-lethal — pro- 
duces moderate to severe shocks to those contacting vehicle 
from outside. $59.50 _{nfopack/Plans eh $5.00 

©, POCKET SIZED FLAME THROWING PON For destroy- 
ing insects, ants, aiding in burning leaves and brush piles. 
Still not cleared by our legal dept. for sale due to potential 
liability and labeling. Plans only available at this time $8.00 


2 


Catalog of many elecironic devices for surveillance. protec- 
hon detecuon etc $1 00 Included tree with any of the above 
SCIENTIFIC SYSTEMS 
P.O BOX 716. AMHERST. NH 03031 
| American Small Arms Academy. 
ANNOUNCING 2 CLASSES 
» DEFENSIVE HANDGUN 
MARCH 16 - 17, 1985 
For graduates of basic and advanced shooters. Two 
full days on the range. Bring your carry gun ammo. 
f hostage situations, etc. 
Fee $225.00, Deposit $125.00 
2. WEAPONS 
(Combat shotgun and sub-machinegun) 
Phoenix Area 
We supply all weapons and ammo for this 9i/ 
Licensed owners may bring their own Clhss 
equipment. About 26 sub-machineguns will be sup- 


purchases Sendcash. check MO VISA MC to 
CHUCK TAYLOR 
| 1 INTERMEDIATE 
Los Angeles Area 
Includes pivots, multiple targets, malfunctions, turns, 
SPECIAL 
APRIL 6 - 7, 1985 
You are encouraged to bring your own sh 
plied by ASSA, as well as automatic riflds and 


| intense practical and tactical instruction. 

} Classes are designed for the professional pars 

including law enforcement, military, bodyguards 

i Class I] dealers. Other interested parties are \p 

weilcomie. 

For this class, we require photo-copies of bith 

certificate, drivers lic. and social security 4. 
Fee $375.00, Deposit $200.00 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, 

CALL OR WRITE (With SASE): 


CHARLES ARATOW D.D.S. 
10730 W. Jefferson Blvd., 

Culver City, CA 90230 — (213) 559-6666 
Chuck Taylor, world renowned small arms 
7 expert, author & editor, will personally conduct 

training with his personal staff of instructors, 


Peesesccvsevsees 


NEW STYLES 


Don’t leave home 
without it. 


TURN ME ON! 
MUSCLE SHIRTS 
LONG SLEEVE T'S 


T-SHIRTS 
ae Ul! Flip The Switch 
Reach Out 


(&): 


Touch Someone oe 


All Designs 
@Cloudland 
Enterprises 
Si A 
SM-MED.-LGE-XL | 
XXL/ SST Gnly!! 


S0%Cotton 50% Polyester 


colors: 
SS TShirt: Tan & Lt.Bluc 
LS T Shirt: Lt. Biue 
AAuscle Shirt:Gray 
TO ORDER: ; " 
List: Quantity /Size / Item Choice 
Color 
Enclose Total Amt. Due 
U.S. Currency Only! 


Orderi (ae SS Call 24 HRS. 
By Bhone ae (SS wikis cis 624-1851 


Add $1.50(ea. order) “+. SEND TO: 

Postage & Handling 
Canada» Add $2 
Foreign» Add 30% 


ALLOW 3-4 WEEKS 


as 
DEPT 
P.0.BOX 3619 


Securities Jur. 


INVESTMENT BANKERS 


36-35 BELL BOULEVARD 
BAYSIDE, NEW YORK 11361 
(718) 423-2500 (800) 221-0646 
IRA © Keogh * Mutual Funds « NYSE « AMEX « OTC 
Municipal Securities * U.S. Gov't Securities 
Real Estate Limited Partnerships 


SPECIALISTS IN NEW ISSUES AND “PENNY” STOCKS 
SGT. BRUCE WECHSLER USMCR 
Account Executive 
Call Toll-Free 1 (800) 221-0646 Mention SOF 


NASD SIPC 
A percentage of all co issions/concessions received as a result of 
SOF readership is will be donated to Refugee Relief 
Internajjonef Inc., gpoepronty nexaxempre aaization. 


MOVING? 


eo ceeoenrevneney 


gil it te SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine 
Subscription Department, P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 60154 


NEVER BEFORE 
OFFERED! 


Drilling fixture for converting the 
AR-15 toselect-fire M16 using an 
original M16 auto sear. 


This fast, easy conversion works just like an 

original M16. : 

* “Fool-proof” fixture shows exact position of 
auto sear pin hole and guides drill for a’ 
precision fit every time. 

Prectsion made from high quality tool 
steel, reusable. 

Complete instructions inciuded. 

Used by professional gunsmiths to convert 
ARI5 to M16. 


FREE! M16 auto sear and pin 
included w/ fixture 


nt §6$39.95 


3 or more 10% discount. No FFL required to 
purchase. BATF approval required before 
converting. Satisfaction Guaranteed or return 
unused within 2 weeks for full refund. Also 
available: Video cassette showing all the legal 
and easy ways of converting AR15 to M16, step 
by step plus history of weapon, full auto 
demonstrations and more. $39.95 ppd. VHS 
or BETA. 


Send check M.O. (add 3.50 for C.0.D.) to: 


CATCO 
$16 California Ave., #341 
Reno, NV 89509. 707-253-8338 


The famous C.I.A. 
‘‘Get out of jail free’’ card 


An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera- 
thons 1.0. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) In 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

“*. , Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civillan clothing, carry 
unusual persona! weapons, pass into res- 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of all 
types...’" 

“it he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc. .. printed in three colors! 


SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 
RELIC ONLY! guaranteed! 


Devil’s Brigade 
Box 392 
Mt. Ida, Arkansas 71957 


JIMMY LILE 


“The Arkansas Knifesmith”’ 


Maker of the Survival Knife for the 
Movie ‘FIRST BLOOD” 


“Tmitated But Unequaled”’ 


Jimmy Lile, Rt. 1, Russellville, Ark. 72801 


501-968-2011 
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BULLETPROOF 
VEST 


Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 23/4 Ibs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 


Front & Back Protector .... 
Detachable Side Panels 


Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov- 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 


MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
(a division of David Matthews, Inc.} 
P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 


Dr. Edward Clinton Ezeil 


Supervisor, Division of Armed Forces Hislory 
Smithsonian Institution 


“The Western World's Leading Authority 
on Mililary Small Arms” and author of 
SMALL ARMS OF THE WORLD 


e THE GREAT RIFLE CONTROVERSY 

The Search for the Ultimate Infantry Weapon from WWII 
through Vietnam and Beyond 

For the 1st time anywhere, behind-the-scenes details of domestic 
and international politics are revealed in the story of the problem- 
laden development of the M-16. From the armories of Springfield 
and Winchester to the battlefields of Vietnam to the halls of Con- 
gress, Ezell's research has resulted in an intriguing narrative. 
Over 200 photos authenticate this incredible saga. 


¢ SMALL ARMS TODAY 

Latest Reports on the World's Weapons and Ammunition 
Ezell examines the world-wide movement of arms that results 
from the fortunes of war and the instability of the Third World 
political situation. More than a user's manual, it is a documenta- 
tion of weapons in use in each country and a legacy of how they 
were acquired. Over 100 on-the-scene action photes strengthen 


Please enclose check for price of books requested plus $2.50 
each shipping. PA residents add 6%. Order both books and take a 
10% discount on each. We also honor Visa, Mastercard, and 
American Express. Include your card number, expiration date, 
and signature. For a catalog listing 200 books send $1 (credited 
to 1st purchase). 


Mail to: Dept. S 0 F-3 


STACKPOLE BOOKS 
America’s Great Outdoor Publisher 
P.O. Box 1831, Harrisburg, PA 17105 


LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 


ONLY 
$4 235 


Add $1.05 Hndi. 


Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath- 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied!! 


WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-4-SF 
373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


Pa 


TIVE HORIZONS 
PO. BOX 10952 

Sterling Prices Subject. PARKVILLE. MD. 21234 

To Change 301-882-5664 


BY cargost variety) J 
Top Quality [% 


Send $2 For 

Deluxe Color paislog Kit 

Neptune Fireworks Co., P.O. Box 398 
Dept.G, Dania, Fiorida 33004 


a eo adhe ello | 


Se nuend me your Dakine Color Catalog Ki for 


5 $2.1 understen my money ts refundable'on my 8 
y 

: first order. = Phone (305) 920-6770 : 

: Name : 

i] 

1 Address Apt. #__ H 

i 

| City___state__zip__! 

i a 
d 


rt Neptune PO Box 398 Dept G Dania, Fl 33004 


2S ee eS SS 
Wed Vihere Protitstiog 
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THE ONLY FIGHTING KNIFE 
| EVER DESIGNED ON THE 
BASIS OF ACTUAL MiILI- 
» TARY COMBAT EXPER- 
lENCE. 

® * Designed in 1943 by OSS 
me Col. Rex Applegate and Brit- 
DH ish Capt. W.E. Fairbairn to be 
By) the successor to the classic 
wy Fairbairn-Sykes commando 
knife. 

@ Custom double-edge blade 
of 154 cm stainless steel 
« Critically acclaimed + 


AND EARN YOUR BADGE 


LICENSE 
INFORMATION | ° 


ORTRCTIVE 
= RSSOCIATION DE E WO c 
3 : S SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
s GUNG HO ANO GUNS 
FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE 


| Write for complete informatics 
on the history, manufacture 
performance and extu 
combat features of this weapor 
WELLS CREEK KNIFE 
AND GUN WORKS 
Rt. 1, Box 228 
Scottsburg. OR 97473 


MINI-14 


ACCESSORIES 


* AUDIO/VIBUAL 
PROGRAMS. - 


NO EXPERIENCE OR COLLEGE REQUIRED 


Men-Women- Learn from the experts. Train athomeforan 
exciting part or full time career as a private detective or 
security consultant. Start your own business or work for 
others, Step-by-step you will learn how to conduct any 
investigation, how and where to find that first job, and 
much more, Diploma awarded. Equipment, Employment 
Assistance, 


“For An Education That Works” 


Est, 1973 


——————————— ae @ QD Scope Mounts e Mags 
“GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
Box 191 SOF Hanover, *Mass. 02339 | e Fold-Up Stocks ‘Flash Hiders 


e Cases e 360° Swivel 


Rush free facts, Show me how ican fear at home. No obligation. 


aS ae Saat ee 


N iT iit call. 
ae. ee PLUS MUCH MORE! 
| Caialog $2.00 * also - 10/22. AR-7 
ee = aah Refundable with order (303) 442-7021 
city STATE 4 ee | 


FEATHER ENTERPRISES 


2500 Central Ave. Dept C. Boulder. CO 80301 


ADVERTISERS INDEX 


Knifecomase ss MOTs sc sicitrias eess 1 
ISECIBASIONT.... ...crepreiets late piareccie:s' + aps 
LARC international 

Law Enforcement 

Lenny Magill Productions 

Light Enterprises 

Loompanics 

North American School of Firearms. .21 
PalaginiRreSS tits. <cceicsaktrs cess 
Parellex Corporation 

Phoenix Systems . 

Quartermaster Sales 

Ramiine, Inc 

Refugee Relief 

Safariland Hunting 

SARCO, Inc. 

Sharp & Dunnigan 

Sherwood Int’! 


Advertiser 


Armour Products 
American Pistol 

Assault Systems 

Atlanta Cutlery 

Auto Ordnarice 

Brigade Quartermasters 
Citizens for Reagan 
CCS Communication 
Collector's Armoury 

Cold Steel . . 

Combat Weapons 
Command T Shirts 

D.C. Brennan Firearms 
Diebe! Military Equipment 
Doubleday 

Dragon Master 

The Dutchman 

De Santis Holsters 
Dynamit Nobel of America, Inc. 
El Salvador/Nicaragua Fund 
Enforcer’s Outfitting 
Excalibur 

Exotic Sports 
.Gun South, Inc. . . 
Guaranteed Distributors 
Hans Klepper, Corp 
Heckler & Koch 


SOF Exchange 
SOF Subscription 
Spyderco 
Survival Books ......... ieuboauoDS 102 
Survival Store 
SURVIVE Subscriptions 
SWATBVIDCR «0000 ee ceca ee oe ets haere 
Thompson Cigar 
- Universal Military Outfitters 
U.S. Calvary Store 
U.S. Optics 


Citizens for SL ee 
Reagan is building cee New| 


to support the President's policies 
in Central America. 


representatives in Congress. 


vote on Central America. 


Write or Call: 


302 Fifth Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20002 
202-547-4513 


campai 
or candidates. 


SUPPLY LOCKER SECTION 
A.C. Products 
American Small Arms Academy ... .106 
Blue Angel Fireworks 


Cloudiand Enterprises 

Creative Horizons......... Saye ae 
Devil's Brigade 

EGGniRresStena. sacvee.css urganeraie‘s 
Feather Enterprises 

Ferde Grofe Films 

Global School of investigation 
Guaranteed Distributors 

Jimmy Lile Knives 

Lifeknife 

LRRAP Enterprises 

Matthew Police Supply 

Neptune Fireworks 

Nevin's Ammo 

Norbay Securities 

Numrich Arms 

REStSales WING wei. cecsss:e eee a e614 105 
Philatelic Services 

Prime Targets 

RP Knives 

Scientific Systems ......... abc 
Sin Loi Productions 

Stackpole Books 

J.R. Stupero 

Special Action Commmando School 104 
T-J Jewelry 

Westbury Sales 

Wells Creek Knife 


ill You 
HELP dV 
sd Central America 
\ 


a nationwide network ULEAD 
of activists to lobby Congress weree. 


Will you help? Send us your name and | 
address. We will rush you an “Action Kit” with 
immediate steps you can take to pressure your 


In addition, we will send you legislative 


CITIZENS FOR REAGAN || 


Citizens for Reagan is the independent grass roots | / 
lobby, not affiliated with the President's authorized |) 
committee or any other political committees 


FLAK 


Continued from page 102 


enjoy it. My problem is with two 
advertisements you've been running 
lately. A lot of people get shot 
needlessly because of unsafe 
weapons handling, like this chick 
and the cocked .45 she has. She’s, 
about two inches from getting her 
head blown off. If some readers get 
a sexual kick out of women with 
guns, let them go to a porn shop 
where it belongs. 

Kevin Kloubec 

Leitchfield, KY 


This would appear to be a matter 
of different strokes for different folks. 
Such ads on the pages of SOF are a 
matter of free enterprise advertising 
and not our implied endorsement of 
a product. We are opposed to both 
unsafe weapons handling and ex- 
ploitation of women. 


CLASSIFIED 


TS ee ae ea 


CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — All eds MUST be received 
by the ist, three months prior to Issue cover date. Ad copy 
must be typed or written clearly with authorizing signa- 
ture, telephone number and payment. Advertisers offering 
information packets for a tee must send a sample of pack- 
et. Cost per insertion Is $1 per word — $20 minimum. 
Personal classified ads are 50 cents per word — $10 mini- 
mum. Name, address and telephone are to be Included in 
the count. FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boul- 
der, Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations 
such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. 
Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are counted 
as two words. We reserve the right to delete or change any 
copy which we determine to be objectionable. Mail to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE 
DOES NOT HAVE THE ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF 
EVERY ADVERTISEMENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD 
ANY READER HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR 
SERVICES OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN- 
SPECTOR. 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE IS A MAGAZINE OF 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION. THERE 
MAY BE PRODUCTS FOR WHICH SALE, POSSESSION OR 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION MAY BE RESTRICTED, 
PROHIBITED OR SUBJECT TO SPECIAL LICENSING RE- 
QUIREMENTS IN YOUR STATE. PURCHASERS SHOULD 
CONSULT THE LOCAL LAW-ENFORCEMENT AUTHOR- 
ITIES IN THEIR AREA. 


LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly intelligence newsletter on terror- 
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $12 year. $15 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, P.O. Box 507, 
Frederickstown, MO 63645. (90) 


FOR SALE. Genuine United States armed-forces surplus clo- 
thing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, first- 
aid packets, etc. Send $1 for our latest catalog to STEVE J. 
PEDERGNANA, JR., P.O. Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. (93) 


WWii GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, 
swords, helmets, everything! Illustrated catalog $10 (refund- 
able). DISCO, Box 331-X, Cedarburg, WI 53012. (94) 


MARAUDER’S SURPLUS: A complete listing of field and 
technical manuals; Elite commando and regular army surplus 
at the best prices in the country. Send $1 for catalog to 
MARAUDER'S ARMY SURPLUS, 8588 McKee Road, Upatoi, 
GA 31629. (90) Y 


PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES: Simple, step-by-step instructions to 
make powerful plastic explosives from common ingredients. 
Send money order $10 to: FREEDOM ARMS, Box 7072 HSJ, 
Springfield, MO 65801. (90) 


SILENCERS: Complete instructions to build your own from 
materials available at most hardware stores. $3. WORLD 
PUBLISHING, PO Box 64252, Fayetteville, SC 28306. 


APRIL 65 


FREE GERMAN WWII RELIC — Free original German WWII 


relic! When ordering catalog of pre-1945 German flags, uni- 
forms, daggers, weapons. illustrated catalog, $5. MILITARIA, 
Box 21-D, Grandy, MN 55029. (92) 


EXPLOSIVES AND INCENDIARIES: Instructions for making 
NAPALM $8.95; SUGAR EXPLOSIVE $8.95; and the easy-to- 
make, extremely destructive stee!-buming THERMITE IN- 
CENDIARY $12. All three, $20. AMERICAN INDUSTRIES, 
P.O. Box 10073 G.S., Springfield, MO 65808. (90) 


FIREWORKS, High Quaiity, Fast Service. Price list $1. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, P.O. Box 90007, Casper, 
WY 82609. (82) 


COVERT INTELLIGENCE—for the clever man of action. 


Samples $2, $13/year — $17 overseas. HORIZONE, Box 67, 
St. Charles, MO 63302, USA. (95) ; 


KNUCKS—Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi- 
num. $7 postpaid. immediate shipment. MATTHEWS POLICE 
SUPPLY, P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. (96) 


BOUNTY HUNTING — Legal for anyone and very profitable! 
For legal statutes and employment information send $2 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED, Box 
90, Depew, NY 14043. (83) 


FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1 to ACE FIRE- 
WORKS, P.O. Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 44030. (92) 


The world’s richest, most com- 
petitive tournament. Five dif- 
ferent events comprise this 
exciting pistol competition. 60 
minutes in length. 


O Chek OM,/O C VISA O Mastercard 


VIDEOTAPES a 


Lenny Magill Productions is proud to announce the release of three dynamic videotapes for home viewing. 
Each program is professionally produced in full color and features slow motion, freeze frames, split screens, 
graphics, music and complete narvation. The tapes are classics that will be viewed and enjoyed for years. 


The Steel Challenge bt 
Bianchi Cup World Speed Shooting | DE 
VI Championships Ne ee 


Speed and accuracy are the 
determining factors as shooters 
blaze down steel targets in their 
efforts for the lowest overall 
time total. 60 minutes in length. 


TO ORDER: Send check, money order, VISA or Mastercard number for $59,95 per cassette plus $3.00 postage. Please include 
your shipping address and whether you prefer O VHS or O BETA. Credit cards must include signature. 


SURVIVAL 
KNIFE 


GUARANTEED 10 YEARS 


DISCOUNT SALE! For the outdoorsman. A knife, 
= 


saw, hatchet, fish scaler and hammer. 
Rugged 912" knife, 5” blade. 


$739 


| 
LAMINATED ~~ 
leather handle. 

Rich leather belt 
sheath contains honing 
stone, lag ties. Imported. 
IF BROKEN WITHIN 10 YEARS WE WILL REPLACE FREE! Use 
30 days, if not pleased retum for refund. REGULARLY $14.95. 
NOW ONLY $7.95 PLUS $1.95 delivery. Send $9.90 today! 
MIOWEST KNIFE CO., Dept. S-411, 9043 S. Western Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60620. Mail orders only. Our 48th year. 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials 
available: Zapruder films, literature, videocassettes. Catalog 
$2. COLLECTOR'S ARCHIVES, Box 42, Winnipeg, Manitoba. 


R3K 1Z9 CANADA. (91) 


VHS AND BETA 


AR Oy VOTE KE MaLeRIAT 


Encapsulates SOF convention 
held in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
Includes 3-gun combat match, 
automatic weapons demo, G. 
Gordon Liddy speech, 70 min- 
utes in length. 


Signature 


Exp. Date: month [ [_] Year a [ | | | 


Some guys seem to take their 
M19-A a little too serious - but 
with specs like a 3,000 BB per 


minute rate with an effective 
range of over 50 yards, can you 
blame them? It's rugged, reliable, 
and runs off compressed air or 
standard 1} pound cans of Freon 
12. What could be better! A 
smaller pistol version? Well we 
have that too (The M-19-AMP). Get 
in on the aufo action - get your 
M-19-A today! 


$39.00 each or 
both for $75.00 


OFFER VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW, 
FL RESIDENTS ADD &% SALES TAX 


MAIL TO: Lenny Magill Productions - 4550 Keamy Villa Rd. #107 - San Diego, CA 92123 
(619) 569-4000 


M19-A BB SUBMACHINE GUN 
‘ 


. 


© 
SHOULDER STOCK 


a (For a limited time only) 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

LARC INT., 736 Industry Road, Longwood, FL 32750 
[305] 339-6699 SF-04 
i i eC ie eC ea ic 
THIS MUST BE SIGNED. 
| AFFIRM THAT | AM 18 YEARS OR OLDER, 


SIGNED 


€ 

; 

% 

SEND ME: [_]M19-a [Jarsamg : 
PRINT OR TYRE THE FOLLOWING: go 
: 

ss 


NAME $< —___. 
STREET | 
age 


Kee 

GITY, STATE —_— ne 
* 

zip 
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U-BOAT CAPTAINS CAP 
Removable, washable 
white top. Gold insignia 
and visor braid. Leather 
chin strap. State size 
wanted. 89.00 


Knights Cross with its 

17” neck ribbon and 

oak leaf with 
swords. $21.00 


OVER 40,000 ttems 


90% of 
available 
ONLY from.... 


W.W. #2 Ltd. Box 2063-F, St. Louis, MO 63158 


NOTE! 
items 


THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY — Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, “creative” Locksmithing, 
Weapons, investigations, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 135-53 Northern Bivd., Flushing, NY 
11354, (92) 


UNUSUAL BOOK OFFER. Save 20% Discount. Famous Pub- 
lishers: Paladin Press, Loompanics, Desert, others! Updated 
Regularly, Guaranteed Best Selection For LESS! Exotic 
Weaponry, Military, Survival, Total Revenge, Crime, Explo- 
sives, Surveillance, Wiretapping, Martial Arts, Knives, Employ- 
ment, Big Brother, Fireworks, Privacy, Investigations, Chemis- 
try — and Much More! 100s of exciting titles. Eye-Opening 
Catalog and Free P-38 Can Opener $1 (overseas $3). ALPHA 
PUBLICATIONS, P.O. Box 92-SP, Sharon Center, OH 44274. 
(93) 

BRITISH MILITARIA. Royal Alr Force, Royal Navy, Royal 
Marines, Parachute Regiment, S.A.S., Insignia, Headwear, 
Badges, Uniforms, Medals, Police "Bobby" Helmets, etc. Send 
$2 for catalog. BRITISH COLLECTIBLES LTD. Dept. A, 2113 
Wilshire Bivd., Santa Monica, CA 90403. (95) 


LEARN GUN REPAIR 


EARN EXTRA MONEY : VA APPROVED / 


Please RUSH full info on how | can become a pro- 


fessional gunsmith the QUICK, easy home study ~~~. 

"y way. No Obligation. No salasman wit call BS | 
NAME. = —. AGE = i! 
ADDRESS __ 


sen GUN “REPAIR. SCHOOL, dept. MPA Mail Today! | 
2538 N. 8TH ST., PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85006 
I oe Se oe ot ee ee ee 


TRACERS: Reload your own, reliable, accurate; long range, 
red burning, military type tracers, any caliber. Complete in- 
struction pamphist, $15. T.T., Box 2700, Huntington Beach, 
CA 92647. (90) 


USTENING DEVICE, build one it’s easy. Hear people talking a 
block away, plans $5. F & P ENTERPRISES, Box 51 272, Palo 
Alto, CA 94303-C. (90) 


FIREWORKS — Where to buy firecrackers $3.50 a brick, 
rockets $2.20 a gross, M-80s, blockbusters, and giant Class B 
aerial displays. Complete directory of mail order suppliers list- 
ing hundreds of fireworks $3.50. PYROTECHNICS, Box 203A 
RFD 1, Mystic, CT 06355. (91) 


SERVE FEDERAL SUBPOENAS PART TIME .Must be over 
18 and US citizen! Details $2. PROCESS SERVER, Box 222- 
F, Quincy, MA 02171. (96) 


KNIVES, ALL KINDS . Also custom, survival, histori 
weapons, swords. Unbeatable prices. Color catalogs $2. DI 
INTINIS, 107 Summit Ave., Staten Island, NY 10306. 


.50 CAL. MACHINE GUN BELTS . Enhance your fireplace, 
den, place of business with impressive and unique wall display 
of authentic 1943-4 Frankfort Arsenal war issue .50 cal. com- 
plete shells less powder with steal links for continuous beit. 
Excellent condition. Masstve 100 rounds nearly 9 ft. long 
$53.50 plus $8 shipping; 50 rds $29.50 plus $5; 25 rds $17.50 

ist $4. Also artillery shells, etc, Nations Largest .50 Cal 
t’, JOE JELINEK, 1201F Cottage Grove, Chicago 
hts, IL 60411. (312) 758-2183. (90) 


SMOKE PRODUCTS — Grenades, pots, bombs at unusually 
tow prices. But from the source and save. Send self-addressed 
stamped envelope for details. SOUTHWEST SMOKE DISTRI- 
BUTORS, Box 5414, Phoenix, AZ 85010 (92). 


FICO BUGS staat tno 


MICRO BUGS Advanced bugging equip- & 
ment. Concrete mikes, telephone and pen bu 
8 and more, Send $2.00 to MICROCOM 
ALTECH CORP. tor catalog. Refundable 
Fwith purchase. Unbeatable prices. 
MICROCOM TECH CORP. 
P.O, Box 347341 ¢ Cleveland, OH ie 
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FREE SURVIVAL PUBLICATION!! with Super-Survival Cata- 
log describing 50 plus brutally frank survival publications 
(weapons, energy, medical, financial, electronics, computers)! 
By John Williams - CBS “60 MINUTES”, ABC taikshows, etc. 
Catalog $1: WILLIAMS, 2011 Crescent Drive, Alamogordo, 
NM 88310. (93) 


DISCOUNT MILITARY FOOD RATIONS. Free catalogue. 
MRE full meals, MRE components, other outdoor/survival food 
Items. RFCG, Box 1438, Largo, FL 34294. (813) 535-7192. 
(97) 

MILITARY SURPLUS — Chemical/biological warfare equip- 
ment, military clothing, equipment, decorations. Self addres- 
sed stamped envelope for catalog. JR Sales, Box 4253F, 
Lancaster, CA 93539-4253. 


30-40% OFF GERBER, KERSHAW KNIVES; REDFIELD, 
LEUPOLD, Scopes; Muzzleloaders! Send $1.00 for INustrated 
Pricelist! KNIVES, 52 Edmund, Dept. SOF, Uniontown, PA 
15401. 


GERMAN WWII COLLECTORS! Iron Cross First Class with 
pin back! Only $12.95. Catalog of pre-1945 relics, $5 (refund- 
able). REICHSRELICS, 80x 54-DN, Braham, MN 55006, (90) 


Display your BRANCH OF SERVICE! Army-Airforce 
Navy- Marines, A buckle to wear with pride. Youeamed 
it... Handsomely heb shld GOLD TONE polished BRASS 
withantiquebackground. $15 75 ppd.add $4.00 it perso- 

iZ@d. METAL ARTS, INC. P.OSBOX 19496 OKLA GITY.OK 73119. 


FREE VIETNAM CATALOG — Tapes, Flags, Documents, 
more - enclose 20 cent stamp to: BIEN HOA PRODUCTIONS, 
Box 56, Dept. SF-5, Fayetteville, AR 72702. 


“HELP FIGHT CRIME—SHOOT A BURGLAR" bumper 
sticker $2.00. “ILLEGALLY PARKED” permanent stickers, 5 
for $2.95. Teach them a lesson! Add 50 cents p/h on all orders. 
FLYING DUTCHMAN ENTERPRISES, Dept. S., 13033 Wire- 
vine, Houston, TX 77072. 


INVESTIGATOR SPECIAL OPERATIVE all jobs considered. 
ELDON, P.O. Box 53, Downing MO 63536, 


“THE ULTIMATE SURVIVAL DEVICE. Remote control your 
shotgun or rifle for under $40. Mount your gun under your 
vehicle and operate it from inside, or mount it in one room and 
shoot it from another. Send $10.95 for details and instructions 
to THE REMOTE SHOOTER, PO Box 1207, Dunn, NC 28334. 
(90) 


“NUKE THE BASTARDS” bumper sticker: $2. SS t-shirt: 
$7.95. P.W., Dept. SF, 237 W. Houghton Lake Drive, 
Prudenville, MI 48651. 


VERY UNUSUAL sterling silver rings (skulls, demons, war- 
‘iors, cobras, animals etc). Send $1 for brochure to: ACTION 
DESIGNS, PO 80x 8372, Pine Bluff, AR 71611. (91) 


GET BIG AND STRONG — FAST! Latest secrets of top 
weightlifters, wrestlers, boxers. ULTIMATE MUSCLE ‘84 how- 
to book has latest techniques, secrets and ditty tricks. Uncen- 
sored! Send $10 to OEM PUBLISHING, 2801B Ocean Park, 
25S, Santa Monica, CA 90405. (91) 


FREE BROCHURE! Large selaction of professional quality 
T-shirts. Coit, nal We senet man' morel Bae PRO- 
91) 


USTRATED CATALOGS FREE FOR 12 MOR 
rowing knives, Hawks, Survival. $1.00 postage to V.S.1.P> 
1422 Del Norte Drive, Corona, CA 91719.” (90) 


EX-MARINES — ‘Nam Vets, Weapons Specialists, Jungle 
Warfare, Pilot, M.E. High risk assignments in U.S. or overseas. 
WORLD SECURITY GROUP, (404) 662-9678 or (404) 991- 
2684. (90) 


NEED WEAPONS? Become Gun Dealer, FFL. License Kit; 
$3.95 or FREE with 7 publication Kit, everything needed to 
start; 14.95 save $7.45, free catalog. REDDICK, 1821-H 
Bacon, San Diego, CA 92107. 


fbi Re PENSE ail 
Nek DE Tee f= a at 


‘OR FREE Bi 
RNATIONAL KARATE SCHOOL 
NTRP 40, BOX H, BELMAR, NJ 07719 


SURVIVAL PAIN KILLERS, Grenade Launchers, TNT, De- 
fonators, Nitroglycerine, Gas, Smokes, and more. Free cata- 
log! N.W. Box 962(F), Orlando, FL 32802-0962. 


YOUR BUSINESS IS 
NOBODY’S BUSINESS! 


CONTROL YOUR OWN FINANCIAL AFAIRS FROM 


PANAMA 
THE WORLD'S MOST SECURE SECRECY HAVEN 


WITHOUT THE NEED FOR MIDDLEMEN! 


For Full confidential details write to: 


CORPORATE AND FINANCIAL COUNSELORS 
Apartado 245-SF, San Francisco 2350 
Costa Rica, Central América 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN COMMANDO SCHOOL 1st parachute 
jump training, advanced freefall techniques, weapons, surviv- 
al, scuba-complete course by Special Forces and Ranger In- 
structors. To reserve a date contact: PO BOX 963, Hotchkiss, 
CO 81419. (91) 

ELECTRICAL ENGINEER seeks high risk employment. Ex- 
perienced pyrochemist and improvised weapons manufactur- 
er. Loyal to team or assignment 100%. Own tools, will travel. 
TASK, RR 1, Box 63-5416, Eldorado, Ontario Canada KOK 
10. (91) 

RANGER—AIRBORNE TRAINING. Survival/Combat 
Courses Manual. Deatails, brochures $2. CSTC, 2100 N. 
Broadway, Suite 37, Santa Ana, CA 92706 (92). 


MILITARY MEDALS 


G2 WORLD WAR * KOREA « VietNam OD 


Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons, 
Badges, Fine Display Cases, Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service, Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. a ora 


# © FREE CATALOG! o 


Write » b> MEDALS, 222s North Dickerson 
Toda ! School Road Carlisle, PA 17013 


FRENCH CAMOFLAGE UNIFORMS Curent issue “Lizard 
Pattern”, 4 Pocket jacket & pants NEW condition $65. size 
medium, large & X-large. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. 


PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES and dynamites made from common 
ingredients. 120 formutas. Complete instructions $15. PLAS- 
TIC, PO Box 1881, Murfreesboro, TN 37133. (98) 


PYROTECHNICS, Smoke Grenades, Aerial Flares, Trip Flare 
Devices, Racket Whistle, Report Cartridges, Pen Gun Laun- 
chers, catalog $1. AZTEC, Suite 341, 53654 Jimmy Carter 
Blvd. Morcross, GA 30093. 


MLITARY HISTORY 


ON eae ame 
_, Se@ military history as it 

8 War I through the Falklands peer tte 
side of World War ff: original German 
B.) combat newsreels and features of the great 
battles. Rare Allied Army ond Air Force documentaries. Also Korea, Vienam, 
and contemporary Soviet Army. Over 300 titles reproduced from original source 
moterials, Beto/VHS, also PAL Standard. Reasonable prices, fast service. Write 
‘or phone for free illustrated catalog. INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, 
Box 29035, Chicago, Ilinois 60629, Phone 312-436-8051. 


RECON, THE ROLE PLAYING GAME of the Vietnam War, 
$10; The Haiphong Halo, $3.50; Hears & Minds, $3.50; San 
Succi, $5; Sayaret/Track Commander, $5.98. RPG, INC., Box 
1560-A, Alvin , TX 77512. (86) 


YES! 


Please put my name on the 
Soldier of Fortune mailing list. 


Name 
Address 


City,State,Zip 
Send to: SOF Exchange, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
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BE A MERCHANT MARINE. Working on American-Flag ves- 
sels across the seven seas is only one part of the growing 
wortdwide Maritime Industry. Prepare for a rewarding career at 
sea, we will show you how—$5.95. MILITARY SPECIALTIES, 
P.O. Box 12819-SFM, Winston-Salem, NC 27117-2819. (92) 


FEDERAL ALASKAN LAND $2.50/ACRE! Government re- 
possessed homes, $1 plus repairs! Lease Canadian land, 
$1/acre/year! Each report $5, all 3 for $9.95. HOMESTEAD, 
4934 East 49th-SOF, Tulsa, OK 74135. (90) 


DEEP SEA DIVING. invoive yourseff in this high paying field, 
$50-60,000/year. World wide opportunitites. Invaluabie em- 
ployment information kit. Send $10 to W.A.N. SEA SYSTEMS, 
Employment Division, 1415 Broadway-109, Alameda, CA 
94501. (90). 


PRIVATE INVESTIGATION home study course. Free in- 
formation. CENTRAL INVESTIGATION, Box 1894A, Provo, 
UT 84 80 


USTOM EMBROIDERED PATCHES. Five patch minimum. 
Your design, any size, shape, colors. Guaranteed. HEIN, Dept. 
303, 4202 N. Drake, ae. IL 60618. (97) 


HEMICAL, FUSE, CASI 
we ris SOUARE LAKE ENTERPRISES, P.O. 


Bo: 3673, iooee UT 94921. (92) 
= ear CARD. Famous “Get of jall free” Vietnam spy ID. 


$2 (3 for $5). LONE'S, Box 998(Fu), El Segundo, CA 90245. 


MIND BOOSTER. Your mind is your most important weapon 
fesearch report, with dosage guide, covers compounds that 
improve reaction time, memory and leaming ability. Only $5 
guaranteed. Invest in your survival. POLARIS, 405 Washing- 
ton Blvd. Suite C, Oak Park, IL 60302. 


KEEPSAFE™—FISTCLIP 


“Don’t Knuckle Under 


Skillfully designed money clip doubles as survival and anti- 
crime device. In nickel bronze with striking edge. Versatile, 
non-threatening — low profile. Instructions Neck Engrav- 
ing — 3 initiats Free. Money back guarantee. 


$26. 95 (+ 3.00 shipping) 


Send check or money order to: handicrafts unttd. 
Suite 157, 3000 E. Colfax, Denver, CO 80206 
Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. 
Colorado residents add 6.5% sales tax. 


M—80 SALUTES, FIREWORKS, ROCKETS! Fresh from fac- 
tory or make your own. We supply everything! Formulas, che- 
micas, fuse smoke dyes, casings, tools, kits, more! Catalog 
$1. NOR STARR, Box 5585, Pocatello, ID 83202. (95) 


FOREIGN READERS, Attention! Wanted by collector: 
machine gun belts, parts, accessories, tripods and manuals- 
any vintage; assauit rifle magazines, etc. Foreigh pilot and 
para wings and elite insignia. No trades. Price and condition 
1st letter. PETER KOKALIS, 5749 N. 41st Pl., Phoenix, AZ 
85018. (TO) 


FOR HIRE: Six year U.S.A.F.-S.E. Asia Vet. Sharp, know- 
ledgeable professional with diverse background. Personal 
agent, investigation, missing persons, courier, bodyguard, 
bounty, photo, surveillance, etc. Individual or two-man tean. All 
projects considered with utmost discretion.and confidentiality. 
ODS, PO Box 50787, Palo Alto, CA 94303. (90) 


SPECIAL FORCES VIDEO TAPES. Operational Techniques 
FM31-20. Five separate tapes. Tape 1: intelligence & Psycho- 
logical Operations; 2: Infiltration & Planning; 3: Air Operations- 
Communications; 4: Water Operations-Communications; 
5:Demoliton-Engineering-Medical Aspects of SF Operations. 
VHS only, $29.95 each plus $2.95 shipping & handling. SELF 
RELIANCE GROUP, 316 California Ave., Ste 206, Reno, NV 
89508 (80) 


TRACE MISSING PERSONS. Big money, adventure, leam 
how. PO Box 1132H, Doylestown, PA 18901. (93) 


REPO WINGS 


$5.95 RHODIUM 
CATALOG WITH PURCHASE 
P.O. Box 20378 ¢ Dallas, TX 75220 


ENCYCLOPEDIA OF EXPLOSIVES, C-4, TNT, Nitrog- 
lycerine, Poison gases, Plastic, Detonators, Dynamite, 
Smoke, Tracers, Rockets, Fireworks. Over 500 formulas, in- 
structions, Book-$22. FULL AUTO, PO Box 1881, Murfrees- 
boro, TN 37133. (98) 
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NOW AVAILABLE! 


ms Original 5 DVENTURER’S™ 2G) 
BULLWHIP 


= Thick, 
Ro High-Grade 
‘ Mi Leather 
ala 5 From: 


CATTLE BARON™ LEATHER so 


“Tised in EXPEDITIONS. Around the Word 
* All HAND-PLAITED, THICK, pene 
ELTWG. 


CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS Call (512) exp 
send Visa CATTLE BARON LEATHER C 
MC, Check P.O, BOX 100724 Dept. SOF4 
orM.0. To: SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 _ 


TRANSLATED RUSSIAN OFFICERS HANDBOOK and 
USSR Military Manuals. US Military Manuals, Intelligence, 
Vietnam Joumalis, Military History. Free Catalog. MANUALS, 
Box 681, Friendswood, TX 77546. 


FOR HIRE Short Term, High Risk preferred, have passport, 
will travel. No job too dangerous. BOB, P.O. Box 1263, Dow- 
ney, CA 90240. (93) 


BECOME A GUN DEALER! Professionally prepared kit in- 
cludes official forms, covers licensing, purchasing, records, 
Everything! Lists hundreds of top wholesalers! GUARAN- 
TEED! $4.95. BUSINESS CONSULTANTS, P.O. Box 1232- 
SOF Uniontown, PA 15401. 


SAVANT FOR HIRE: Professional investigator, bodyguard, 
armed escort, bondsman, and bounty-hunter. Also have know- 
ledge of military and counter terrorism. Am an expert of 
weapons and demo. Prefer Central America. SAVANT, P.O. 
Box 348, Athens, GA 30601. (95) 


STATE PISTOL LAWS , regulations for all state and Federal 
Gun Laws, both $4, Police Catalog $2. SCHLESSINGER, PO 
Box 882, NY NY 10150 


COSTA RICA 
aes A atbesinon 


like an armchair tour of Costa 
Rica. All year long, this informa- 
tive newsletter brings you the 
latest news about trends and 
lifestyles in one of the world’s most beautiful 
and lowest cost retirement and investment ha- 
vens, You'll soon discover why some 15,000 
Americans call this tranquil, tropical land the 
“Switzerland of the Americas.” For your year- 
long visit to paradise, send your $36 check or 
meek: order to: Costa Rica Report, Apartado 
245-SF, San Francisco, Costa Rica. 


00 YOU NEED A BUSINESS ADDRESS for all purposes in 
West-Germany? Strictly confidential. Here we are! MANAGE- 
MENT CONSULTANT M. JUNGHANS, Hermann-Bnil, Str. 8, 
0-6200, Wiesbaden Tel: 06121-467726. (96) 


“MICROBOOKS. Carry 2000 books in one cubic ft. Survival, 
medical, technical, military books and maps on microfiche. 
Catalog and samples $4. C.M.1.C., Box 5122, Beauport, 
Quebec, GiE 6B5, Canada. (92) 


UNIQUE GUN ROD — hand tool for thoroughly cleaning small 
tight gun areas. Features fiexible plexiglas rod with special- 
ized, slim, stainless-steel patch holder. $3. GUN SPECIAL- 
TIES CO., PO Box 6111, Ft. Myers, FL 33911. 


EAST GERMAN Communist “Ausweis” cards in Russian/Ger- 
man with soviet seal. Unissued, room for photo. Origin un- 
known. $6, no personal checks. D. EWING, Box 993, Mont- 
pelier, V¥ 05602. 


TIGER STRIPE CAMO BERETS, as wom by Elite Forces in 
Vietnam $18. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY, new lower prices!!! on uni- 
forms, equipment & insignia list $1. B.M.S., Box 21606, De- 
nver, CO 80221. 

EX—MARINE, VIETNAM VET seeks dirty work. Will travel, all 


jobs considered. Discretion assured and expected. Box 7368, 
Chicago, IL 60680. (90) 


WEST GERMAN SNOW CAMOUFLAGE, jacket $19, pants 


$15, pancho $15. All are used good condition! A.H. A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. 


CAMO PONCHOS, brush pattern (Rhodesian type) Camout- 
lage new $20, A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


U.S. SPECIAL FORCES Berets, Current issue with Flash & 
Crest $18. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


ISRAELI GAS MASKS, New un-issued with long life filter $21. 
A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


Telephone Listening Device 
Record telephone conversations in your 
office or home. Connects between any 
cassette or tape recorder and your 
telephone or telephone LINE. Starts 
automatically when phone is answered. 
Records both sides of phone conversation. 
Stops recorder when phone is hung up 


This device is not an answering service 
Qty Oise Avan 


Super Powerful 


Wireless Mic 


10 times more powerful than other mics. 

Transmits up to ‘% mie to any FM radio 

Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not incl.) 

Call (305) 725-1000 or send $19,95+ $1.00 shipping per 
tem to USI Corp., P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32901. 
COD's accept, For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers 
and other specialty items, enclose $2.00 to US! Corp. 


~ 


size 2x Tx « 


TIGER STRIPE BASEBALL CAPS, Mesh back, top quality 
cap $6.50. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


CIA MAPS: Central America, Middle East, Soviet Union, many 
more. $12 each postpaid, catalog $1, free with order. KEAR- 
BRIDGE ENTERPRISES, 9736 Wichita Ave., Hollywood, MD 
20740. 


FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE KIT. $4 (refundable). Ap- 
Plications, instruction, wholesalers, supplies, salestips! 
LONE’S, Box 998(FN), El Segundo, CA 90245, 


HAVING SECURITY PROBLEMS? Suffering theft by loss? 
Stop it now. Write SECURTIYMAN, 643 Lancelot Drive, Nor- 
cross, GA 30071. Include your telephone number. 


BOOK SALE 
Lowest Prices Anywhere 
Write for Free Brochure 

(Stamps Appreciated) 


KEN HALE 
Box 395(SOF) 
McDonald, Ohio 44437 


BK1: NITRO, TNT, Picric Acid, Tetryl more, $10. BK3: Adv- 
anced RDX, Amatol, Baratol, N-SOL, Liquids, Caps, more $10. 
Other unique professional manuals with complete instruction, 
list of others $1. Certified funds/cash, FREEDOM PRESS, Box 
2351, Farmington Hills, MI 48018. 


M1 GARANDS: direct from the government, cheap; purchase 
instructions $6. Hurry before it's too late!! Free fist of other 
products, INFORMATION SYSTEMS, Box 2351 X, Farmington 
Hills, MI 58018. 


AUTHENTIC MILITARY MANUALS: no reprints or reproduc- 
tions. FREE list nonfiction military books. SASE. MYRIFF, 
Dept. SF, 82 Townsend Drive, Freehold, NJ 07728. 


NINJA TOOLS — authentic weaponry hand crafted by certi- 
fied Ninja Biack Belt Instructor. Send $1 for catafog to: SCOR- 
PION ENTERPRISED UNLTD., PO Box 774, Tucker, GA 
30085-0774. 


ARREST ladle 3 


' Wear the Badge of a 


DETECTIVE 


i, NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 
eye Yourspirit of adventure, danger, and sel 
‘reliance can lead you to an exciting ca’ 


a = “opportunity. Solve mysteries, bring 
— 


nals to justice, proteet the innoe 
Experts guide you every step of the w 


Men and women needed to work in chal- 
lenging situations, withstanding hard- 
ships, make on the spot decisions. Learn 
the latest investigative vechniques using 

special law enforcement equip- 


SECRET = 
EQUIPMENT 


papararieg a vipment, ote rit... the-sh nee E Pi 
Criminology Kits, Badges, quipment user 
Brietcase Tetephanes, Leg by the FBI, the CIA, and the 


Lockn Secret Service. Start your own 
Bullet-Proof Vests, inteated eee Rea te agency, Save up 
Mistiscaease: Rapy palling to 25% and more on all equip- 
Eq ef Plus ment. Send for free details. 
Much More Approved by Calif. Dept. of Public Instruct, 
pe THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training —4 
| DEPT. SF504, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 
Rush me your “Detective” Career Kit—No saleaman will call, | 
Mame ge 
Address | 
L C—O 


ee | 


Hatsters, Lo 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE * 111 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 


ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 
00 


POST PAIO 


Fires 22 cal. tear 
as or blahk ammo 
olid metal. 6 shot, cli 
fed. Rapid firing. With The 
Structions & free cleaning rod 
For Some euGny theatre, do 
training, sports. Purchaser must ~~ * 
be over 21. Money back guarantee. nos dea 
WESTBURY SALES CO. 


Califorma, 


P.O.BOX 434, Dept. TA-4-SF, Westbury, New York 11590 


ONLY $ 


FOR SALE: 1945 AMPHIB DUKW Seriai no. 353-22105. Nev- 
er seen combat, needs wood & canvas. Best offer over $4000. 
R, EDWARDS, 4683 S. Main Street, Acworth, GA 30101. 


SURVIVAL KNIFE; with 6 inch 2 sided blade, one saw tooth 
edge the other smooth, compass/butt unsctews from handle 
inside saw, matches, fishing supplies; with sheath and stone; 
$24.95. SCOTT WHOLESALE SUPPLY, PO Box 16863, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL 33318. 


SERIOUS ABOUT SAVING MONEY? Buy quality syrVival 
goods at discount prices, Get in on the savings. DgZens of 
military related items. order your 1985 Discount Cataiég today! 
Send $2 (refunded 1st order), to: GROUP 1 SURVIVAL SYS- 
TEMS, PO Box 23538, Phoenix, AZ 85063. P.S. Mention you 
saw this ad in SOF and receive a free copy of gur newsletter 
“The Survival Press". Satisfaction guaranteed. 


WORLD CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS, comb#t gear, insignia, . 


gun parts, we have found what you are looking for. Catalog $5. 
NOMAD ENTERPRISES, PO Box 171, Bradigy, IL 60915. 


GENUINE MILITARY SURPLUS, foreign/domestio-waifomm 
equipment, dtc. Low prices. Send SASE for free list to: R.K. 
SURPLUS, Box 1016, Bellmore, NY 11710. 


EX—MARINE, Vietnam Vet, seeks short term high risk dirty 


work. Total discretion assured and expected. PO BOX A2704, 
Chicago, IL 60690. 


TATTOO HIT 


WO TALENT NEEDED" FOR PERSOWAL ORBUSWESS_ USE 


KiTiveuuces: Sy 


heenel 3" ponnts tet arene Carer U4ma vec toh 
sect comer 
EMOUGH SUPPLIES FOR OVER 100 TATTOOS! 


BUYS COMPLETE TATTOO KIT. 
0 fueeTRixt P.O, Box 8543 Dept C 


Middletown, OH 45042 


MIS 34 ITEM KIT 
‘gs 0 us 4990 vosragk 
SEM $4 0 MONEY ORDER OLY 


COMBAT COLLEGE! Sunive/win in battle. Sample, course 
listings, catafog $3 (refundable). Certificate awarded. ALLIED, 
Box 41323FT, Phoenix, AZ 85080. 


ADJUSTER . Selective, effective. BILL STRINGFELLOW 
(602) 866-8060. (93) 


HBO DESCRAMBLER PLANS .Complete and easily fol- 
lowed, $3. STEVENS PUBLISHING COMPANY, Dept. SOF, 
Box 20286, Bowling Green, KY 42102-6286. (95) 


BOUNTY HUNTER —here is the business as told by the pro 
himself, Bob Burton. Learn how to get your first job, track a 
fugitive, arrest and turn him over to the polie. $13 ppd, 54% X 
812, 136 pages, photos. PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307- 
JMY, Boulder, CO 80306. 


MILITARY COLLECTORS M-43 
STYLE BLACK 8-8 CAPS ONLY 
$18.00 POSTPAID. ORDER YOUR 
SIZE NOW. OUR 224 PAGE FULLY 
ILLUSTRATED CATALOG ONLY 
$3.00 (FREE WITH ORDER) 


W.W.#2 Ltd. Box 2063-F, 
St. Louls, MO 63158 


AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE by experienced professionals 
contact THE BOSTON AIRCRAFT GROUP, PO Box 1027, 
Melrose, MA 02176. (95) e 


FREE KUNG—FU LESSONS .Guaranteed 4atisfaction. Send 
$1 for postage McLISA, PO Box 1755, Dept. SF85-D, Honolu- 
lu, HI 96806. (101) 


itt eS 
ARMY SURPLUS AND MORE .Complete line Army surplus, 
un accessories, knives, police, ninja, and survival supplies. 
Send $1 (refundable) for price list. HUGH WADE’S OAK- 
SHIRE PLACE, Hiway 51 South, Union City, TN 38261. (901) 
885-6851. (92) 
VIETNAM LISTING (with free “Vietnam photos") $2. WW II 
Listing $2. RAY BUNTING’S PHOTOS, At 1, Box 154, Milford, 
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GJ. SURPLUS, hunting and camping equipment. 56 page 
catalog $2. With this ad only- new genuine G.I, Camouflage 
Combat Pants or Jackels $19.99 each. Sizes XS-XL. RED 
BANK ARMY NAVY, 12F Monmouth Street, Red Bank, NJ 
07701 (92). 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 1000's of patches stocked, 1940 
through Vietnam. Catalog $1 - refunded. SAUNDER’S, Dept. 
SF, Box 414, Vermillion, OH 44089-0414. (92) 


SWITCHBLADE KNIFE BOOK — Latest edition, over 80 
photos, where to buy prof. printed; $8.00 ppd. TANZ, Box 
14221, Pittsburgh, PA 15239. (90) 


INVENTIONS, IDEAS, NEW PRODUCTS WANTED for pre- 
sentation to industry and exhibition at national innovation ex- 
Position. Call 1-800-528-6050. Arizona, 1-800-352-0458. 
X831. (99) 


ADJUSTER. Selective, effective. BILL STRINGFELLOW, 
(602) 866-8060. (90) 


COLORSLIDES — Vis Action, Thailand, Hawaii, Hong 
Kong R & RSet of 20 slides and catalog $19.95. Specify 
country, Write: VISUALS, P.O. Box 381215, Miami, FL 33138. 
(90) 


RCENARIES WANTED: Are you a military veteran, or 
experienced in the areas of security, investigative, bodyguard 
or mercenary? Then the IMA is for you. The IMA is a world- 
wide organization composed of some of the world’s best spe- 
Cialists. Our organization is dedicated to helping professionals 
obtain employment. $20 membership fee covers lifetime 
fraternity membership, 1 year active employment file, and cer- 
tificate for framing. No obligation. IMA, Box 232, Shrewsbyey, 
PA 17361, (90) 


SHOOT .22LR’s IN YOUR MINI-14 ; 
. ——— an HORREIN' 
.22LR CONVERSION KIT 


g2s + #3% Shipping 
Carttties Cheek, Money Order. C.0.0. (Fla. residents add 546 St. Seles Tax) 


Extra SOR, Mogntines $72.80 ex. — Order Direct - cra irl Restiied 
For Additional Intormation Send $1.00 


JONATHA AY ARTHUR CIENER, Inc. 
TY PRODUCTS: 
AD 2 Bax MAYS, ase riveeoge Or ‘Musee, FL 32780, 08) 28-1 


MILITARY RADIOS: CPRC-26 Manpack Radio, compact, 
transmits-receives 46-54 MHz FM, 6 channeis with battery 
box, antenna, crystal, handset: $22.50 aplece, $42.50/pair, 
good condition. PRC-510 Backpack Radio (Canadian version 
of American PRC-10), transmits-receives 38-55 MHz FM con- 
tinuous tuning, with battery box, antenna, headset: $39.50 a 
piece, $77.50/pair, good condition. R-390A, premier com- , 
munications receiver, .5-30 MHz shortwave, amateur, military 
frequencies, AM-CW-SSB, meters seaied: $115 complete, not 
checked; $195 complete, checked. R-108 Vehicular/Field Re- 
ceiver, 20-28 MHz FM: $27.50 mint. 45 day replacement 
guarantee. Add $9.50 shipping-handiing (R-390A shipping 
charges collect). BAYTRONICS, Dept. SOF, Box 591, San- 
dusky, OH 44870. (90) 


ITALIAN STILETTOS! Here's one for your collection. 13” 
overall, 6” polished steel blade, positive front lock, dark handie 
only, $18.95, 9” overall stiletto, polished steel blade, positive 
front jock, dark or white handles, $10.95. Include $2 postage 
and handling. DUFFY ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box L, Dept. SF7, 
Bayville, NJ 08721. (90) 


PRIVACY—CONFIDENTIAL MAIL. Forwarding receiving. 
Code name fine, street address, phone available. SASE. 
ORALNDO MAIL DROP, Box 18039-SF3, Orlando, FL 32860. 
(100) 


BULLETPROOFING! Make body armour, shirts, etc., $3.95. 
Hard homes, new, cheap technique (pius portable type) $6.95. 
“Bulletproofing glass” $2.95. All 3 $10.95. ALLIED, Box 
41323FH, Phoenix, AZ 85080. 


GUN DEALER KIT! Best dealer instructions, applications, 
wholesalers, discount supply list-$4 (refundable), ALLIED, Box 
41323FN, Phoenix, AZ 85080. 


50,000 MAPS! Intelligence, military, travel; ail kinds, every- 
place. $3. (refunable)! ALLIED, Box 41323FO, Phoenix, AZ 
85080. 


VIETNAM WAR MAPS. 15 reprints, map list, $3.95. ALLIED, 
Box 4132FG, Phoenix, AZ 85080. 


SURVIVAL MAPS MANUAL. 41 USA attack, fallout, earth- 
quake, plague, etc., $4.95. ALLIED, Box 41323FK, Phoenix, 
AZ 85080. 


THE WAR MACHION under 810! 
® This new book renin Hitter's war machine as 
Y never betore. Detaila 
 V-wespons, and peal—ovet 70 


e. Bend 
GAME PUBLISHING 
3355 Burch Corcle (iF 
Atlestown, PA 18109 4512 
SOURY SACK WF NOT GATISPTED 


SURVIVOR’S HANDBOOK! 60 parts; 100’s war/diaster/de- 
fense skills illustrated, simplified. $12.95. ALLIED, Box 323FJ, 
Phoenix, AZ 85080. 
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Gl SUPPLY R.R.#1BOX 782 Dept. SOF 
AUGUSTA.N. J. 07822 
U.S. MEDIUM COMBAT 


FIELD PACK 


WITH FRAME (1c 2-ALICE PACK) 
SPECIAL 
cae 39° 


$1.00 For 2 

item Catalog! 
Frame Makes Carrying of Pack 
much more Comlonabie and 
Prevents Back Perspiration 


WATER SOLWBLE PAPER: printed forms, plain paper, copier 
paper. Samplés, pricas- MULLEN, P.O. Box 453, Hayward, CA 
94544. (91) 


FIREWORKS FROM CHINA — all at low-low prices. Illus- 
trated’ catalog $1. CHINA IMPORTERS-WHOLESALERS 
D., Box 347212, Parma, OH 44134. (91) 


FIREWORKS TO YOUR DOOR!! Buy direct from factory. 
Hlustrated catalog $1, refundable. GREAT LAKES FIRE- 
WORKS, Box 5324, Cleveland, OH 44101. (91) 


SELF IMPROVEMENT BOOKS — Sports, hypnotism, gamb- 
ling, etc, Low prices, free catalog. MOUNTJOY, 7115 Blanco 
Road, Suite 114-339, San Antonio, TX 78216. (91) 


SUBMACHINE GUNS. Thompsons, MAC10, Sten, etc. Live, 
transferrable. Price list $1. Catalog with specifications, photos, 
licensing instructions, laws, etc. $5. ARMS INVESTORS MAN- 
AGEMENT SEAVICE, P.O. Box 1582, Grand Island, NE 
68802. (91) i 


BUILD YOUR OWN GUN and save money! New book shows 
you how to build blackpowder, modem & exotic weapons. 
Giant kit-gun directory included. $11.98 to KIT GUNS & HOB- 
BY GUNSMITHING, P.O. Box 2204, Dayton, OH 454289. (91) 


ATTENTION CAMMIE WEARERS! We offer the O.D, version 
of the American Flag shoulder patch. This top quality, 3x4” 
patch is ideal for Camouflage and S.W.A.T. type applications. 
Wear your fiag without risking your ass. 13.75 (U.S.) or $4.50 
(Foreign), check or money order to: OUTPOST AMERICA, 
P.O. Box 50251, Dept. 9, Cicero, IL 60650. {90) 


LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list of $6 for 12 
monthly lists. BPEC, Dept. SF1284, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. 
(98) 


ADVENTURERS TELEPHONE 
AND TEST SET 


“se 


\ 
MODEL 1011 
Pat hl eS Ss poh a ON LINE 


MONITORS AND TESTS, OR MAKES CALLS 
MADE OF RUGGED, NON. REFLECTIVE BLACK RUBBER 


With Shipping & Ins. Paid 
CASH, CHECK, MONEY ORDER 
VISA/MASTERCARD ° 

* Send card number and expiration date 
ALSO AVAILABLE: 
e espe emit ound powered Field Phones 
® Telephones and Books on Ti 
CATALOG: “S 00 (U.S.) 
Vier-American’ 
109 Fire Lane, N. Cape May, NJ 08204 


$85 


INTERNATIONAL, DOMESTIC FINANCIAL SERVICES 
AND MORE. | work, travel to client specifications. Passport, 
(no dope), mature, dependable. (303) 486-3387. Try week- 
days. (93) 

DEADLIEST FIGHTING SYSTEM. The feared and formidable 
Black Cobra Art of oriental combat. A dangerous and deadly 
style of fighting. Includes advanced dynamic meditations to 


“develop the unstoppable mental state and devasting power. 


Fully illustrated. $10.95 includes postage. GREEN DRAGON 
SOCIETY, Dept. SF, 6810 N. Sheridan, Chicago, IL 60626. 
(90) 

FREE DETAILS: How to make $100/day buying and selling 
scrap gold, silver. Free information: MEREDITH, Box 
11216SF, Reno,NV 89510 (90). 


REMAILING: West Germany. $2 includes postage. Confiden- 
tial forwarding, receiving, holding. Free brochure. TWG, Post- 
fach 1145, 6460-M, Gelnhaussn, West Germany. (100) 
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Don’t Miss 

This Special Report 

in the Summer Issue 

of Combat Weapons 

On Sale April 16, 1985! 
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~| (] YES! Send me one year (12 issues) of SURVIVE for $24. 


{ save 20%. 


(1! prefer two years (24 issues) for only $44. 1 save 26%. 
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(Savings based on annual newsstand rate of $30.) 


NAME 


Offer expires 12/31/85 


STATE zip 


EXP. DATE 
(Offer good in U.S. onty) 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


SURVIVE Magazine 
P.O. Box 349 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054- 9980 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 


IF MAILED 
IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


I. a survival situation, 
there’s no time to worry 
about how a weapon will 
perform. That’s why elite 
American and European 
special operations forces 
rely on firearms made by 
Heckler & Koch. 

The HK 94 Semi- 
- Automatic Carbine is a 
direct offspring of Heckler 
& Koch’s renowned 
family of MP5 Subma- 
chine Guns. Designed 
and built with only one 
thing in mind: uncom- 
promising performance. 
Rugged. Reliable. Rifie- 
like accuracy to 100 
meters. The delayed 
roller-lock bolt system 
reduces recoil to keep the 
weapon on target. And 
HK’s revolutionary scope 
mounting system guaran- 
tees that you're stil] 
zeroed-in every time you 
mount your scope, 

Compare the HK 94 to 
the UZI or any other 
semi-automatic carbine 
on the market. You'll 
appreciate the difference 
between carrying an 
ordinary weapon, and 
owning the most uncom- 
promising firearm in the 
world. 


All HK 94 models now equipped 
with barrel shroud and assault grip 


HK 94 A3 


| 
For our 24-page color 
brochure, wrrife to: 
Heckler & Koch, Inc 
14601 Lee Road 
Chantilly, Virginia 22021 
Tel. 703-631-2800 


Ina world of compromise, some men dont. 


